




FAiaS, PAST AND PRESENT. 





FAIRS, 

PAST AND PRESENT; 


A 

CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY OF 
COMMERCE. 


BV 

CORNELIUS WALFORD, F.I.A., F.S.S., 

Barrifitr~at~LaWf and yiet-^refidtnt of Royal Biftortcal Socie^, 



LONDON: ELLIOT STOCK, 

6*. PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C. 
1883. 





PREFACE. 

O 

T ieems a little remarkable that an in- 
ftitution at once fo popular and fo 
univerlal as fairs fhould not heretofore 
have round an hiftorian. The fadt 
may perhaps be accounted for in the circumftance 
that fairs, as now regarded, are aflbciated with 
notions of frivolity. Many of the circumftances 
connedbed with their origin are certainly not gene- 
rally known. They were the produdt of a blending 
of Religion with Commerce, fuited to the genius of 
former ages, but finding little fympathy now. They 
have been aflbciated with the development of com- 
merce in the nations 'of Europe — perhaps in the 
nations of the world. 

The materials for liich a hiftory are reafbnably 
abundant upon diligent fearch. They do not lie 
upon the furface. Prolonged inveftigation revealed 
'fo much, that for the purpofe of this work fome 
leledbion became necefTary. I had to confider 
whether it would be more inftrudbive to prefent 
the incomplete outline of a nun^ber of fairs ranging 
throughout the world, or to feledb fome of the prin- 
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dpal ones at home atft abroad, pa^ prefent, 
and trace minutely their origin, their development, 
and their decadence. I determined upon the latter 
courfe; and this, too, notwithftanding that Mr. 
Henry Morley had already traced in much dcftril 
one of the great fairs whose records it would be- 
come necellary for me to traverfe. 

I was chiefly led to the depifion dated from the 
faft that the greateft fair ever held in this country, 
and held for many centuries — ^that of Sturbridge^ 
by Cambridge — had hitherto found, no hidorian ; 
yet mf ny of its annals are on record in a form of 
undoubted authenticity. It feemed to me that it 
would be more indnn^ve to follow fuch a hidory 
through its fucceflive phafes than to prelent a 
feries of minor {ketches, however varied the details 
Ihould be. I trud it may be felt that I have leleAed 
the right courfe. The other materials brought 
together are not lod ; they are only held over, and 
will receive the benefit of fome additions and correc- 
tions. They can be had when called for, and they 
will reveal much that is new, even after this work 
fhall have been read. 

The greated fair in' England was that of Stur- 
bridge; the greated fair in London that of St. 
Bartholomew, Smithfield. Their hidories are 
heVe given. They have fome points of refemblance ; 
but on the whole they represent two really didinid 
pidtures of old Englilh manners. 

The fairs of Continental Europe required fome 
elucidation. I have given therefore an outline of 
feveral of the more notable fairs of France, includ- 
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injg thofe moft famous gat|(|erings of the middle 
ages at Champagne and Bfle. Concerning theie 
latto* I have been able to prefent Ibme original 
documents, forming part of the records of the City 
of ]U>nclon> and now for the firft time printed. 
Many of theie fairs are things of the paft. 1 have 
added an outline of the fairs of Russia, including 
the great lair of Nijni-Novgorod^ becaufe thefe are 
inftitutions of the prelent. I think the hiftory of 
this laft-named fair has not previoully been written 
in fuch detail. 

1 trull that the work will be found realbnably 
free alike from author’s and from printer’s errors. 

C. W. 


Bbuize Park Gardens,^ 

London, FtbrUary, 1883. 
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Page 17, firll line^ xtz/^dieta for diSa. 
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CHAPTER I. 


ORIGIN OF FAIRS. 


HE origin of Fairs, like that of many 
other ancient inftitutions, is involved 
in much obfcurity. The almoft um- 
verfal belief is that they were aflbciated 
with religious obfervances; or, as Mr. Morley 
poetically puts it : “ the firft fairs were formed by 
the gathering of worlhippers and pilgrims about 
facred places, and efpecially within or about the 
walls of abbeys and cathedrals, on the Feaft days 
of the Saints enlhrined therein.” The facred build- 
ing and its lurroundings being too finall to provide 
accommodation, tents were pitched ; and as the re- 
fources of the diftrift would no more fuffice *to 
vidhial than to lodge its throngs of vilitors, Iblls 
were fet up by provilion dealers ; and later thefe 
were turned to more general '^ptirpoles of trade. 
This incidental origin leems, in (bme cales, hardly 
fuificient to accoiuit for the refults which followed ; 
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Origin of Fairs. 

but then it has ever be^n the genius oPcommerce 
to follow dole upon the wants of the people. 

The eftablifhment of fairs as a (burce of revenue 
to religious houfes was probably a later development. 
The Church has always been keenly alive to its tdhi- 
poral interefts. And while it was one of its prin- 
cipal fiinftions to adminifter holpitality to the needy 
and decrepit, there was juftice b drawing contribu- 
tions from^thofe who too foon might have to rely 
upon its bounty. Certain it is that nearly all the 
early charters which I lhall have to notice in the 
progrels of this work were Aiaped in view of grant- 
ing tolls and revenue to the purpofes of religion 
and charity. 

Thefigniiication of the word Fair (French foire) is 
in the Latin/oraw a market-place, or feria holidays. 
But the German dehgnation Mejfen feems ftill more 
ligniiicant, as being a word employed to denote 
the moft folemn part of the Church- fervice — the 
mafs (Latin The aflbciation of ideas here 

implied ftrengthens with every ftep of inveftigation» 
In the time of Conftantine the Great (fourth century 
of Chriftian era) Jews, Gentiles, and Chriftians 
aflembled in great numbers to perform their feveral 
rites about a tree reputed to be the oak mambre 
under which Abraham received the angels. "At 
the fame place, adds Zofimus, there came together 
many traders, both for fale and purchafe of their 
wares. St. Balil, towards the clofe of the lixth 
century, complained {De Afcetijis) that his own 
Church was profaned by the public fairs held at the 
martyr’s Ihrines. While Michaud (“Hiftory of 



, Origin of Fairs. 3 

Crufades,’* i., ii) records <that under the Fatimite 
Caliphs, in the eleventh century, a fair was held on 
Mount Calvary on the 1 5th September every year, 
in which were exchanged the produdtions of Eiuupe 
foi** those of the Eaft. Gibbon implies an earlier 
date, in ftating that it was promoted by the frequent 
pilgrimages between the frventh and the eleventh 
centuries. This Fair was of special importance in 
the commerce of the Italians with the Eaft. ' Fide 
Cunningham’s ** Growth of Enghlh Induftry and 
Commerce,” 1882, p. 120, n. 

Thefe notes are but preliminary and introdudory : 
the inquiry has now to take a wider range. 

Greece . — The afTociation of commerce with re- 
ligious obfervances feems indeed not to have origi- 
nated in or with the Chriftian Church. It is fup- 
pofed for inftance that at the celebrated Greek 
games, fuch as thole at Olympia, &c., trade was no 
entirely fubordinate objed; and this idea gains 
confirmation from various palTages in the ancient 
claflic authors. Cicero exprellly ftates that even lb 
early as the age of Pythagoras, a great number of 
people attended the religious games for the fpecial 
purpofe of trading. At Delphi, Nemaea, Delos, or 
the Ifthmus of Corinth, a fair was held almoft every 
year. The Amphydionic fairs were held twice ^ a 
year. In the time of Chrylbftom, thefe fairs were 
infamoully diflinguilhed for a traffic in Haves, def- 
tined for public incontinence.* The Amphydionic 

^ We ihall find that at a later period the Tale of flaves was 
introduced into the fairs and markets of England and the 
north of Europe generally. 
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ipnng fur was held aft Delphi, and the autumn 
fur at Thermopylae : in foA at the lame times that 
the deputies fiom the States of Greece formed the 
Amphydtionic Council-— another proof that wher- 
ever large aflemblies of people took place in Gre&», 
for religious or politick prirpofes, advantage w^ 
taken to carry on traffic. At the fairs of Thermo- 
pylu medicinal herbs and roots, eQ>ecially hellebore 
were told m large quantities. 

It may be taken for granted that one principal 
reafon why the religious games or the political 
aflemblies of the States were fixed upon to hold the 
feirs was that during thefe, all hoftilities were JuJ- 
pended: and every perfon might go with his mer- 
chanffile in fafety to them, even through an enemy’s 
country. The priefts, lb far from r^anhng thefe 
fairs as a profanation of the religious«eremonies, 
encouraged them ; and the priefts of Jupiter, in 
particular, advanced large Turns on intereft to fuch 
merchants as had good credit, but had not fufficient 
money with them, vide Stevenlbn’s “Hiftorical 
Sketch of the Progrefs of Difcovery, Navigation 
and Commerce,” vol. i8 of Kerr’s “Travels,” 
1824. 

£arfy Eaftem Nations.-^'&y reference to “ The 
Books of the Prophets,” we are enabled to realize 
the importance of the fairs in the ancient com- 
merce of the great city of Tyre (probably b.c. ‘597- 
74) “the crowning city whole merchants were 
princes, whole traffickers the honourable of the 
eartir ” (Iluah xxiii. 8). Thus in E^zekiel xxvii.: — 

?“ i2. Tarlhilh was thy merchant by realbn of 
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the multitude of all kindl of richest ^th filverj 
iron, tin and lead, they traded in thy tium, . . . 

" 14. They of the houfe of T<^;armah traded 
in thy fairs with horfes and hor&men and 
mules. < . i 

16. Syria was thy merchant by reafbn of the 
multitude of the wares of thy making : they occu- 
pied in thy frirs with emeralds, purple and broide- 
red work, and fine linen and coral and agate. . . . 

** 19. Dan alfo and Javan going to and fro 
occupied in thy Mrs : bright iron, caffia, and cala- 
mus, were in thy market. . . . 

**22. The merchants of Sheba and Raamah, 
they were thy merchants : they occupied in thy 
fairs with chief of all fpices, and with all precious 
ftones and gold. . v . 

** 27. Thy riches, and thy fairs, thy merchandile, 
thy mariners fhall fall into the midft of the leas in 
the day of thy ruin.” 

The merchant traders mentioned here claim 
anceftry tit>m families mentioned Genefis x. 3-7. 
The expreffion “they occupied” may be ren- 
dered “they inhabited.” In the fame chapter, 
in alternate verfes, there are many references to 
markets. 

Rom. — It is ailerted by learned writers (Fof- 
broke and others) that fairs, as fuch, took their 
origin in ancient Rome. Romulus^ Senaus, Tullius, 
and the Republic, at its commencement, are fede- 
rally Md to have inflituted Mrs, in order that the 
country people might come in every ninth day 
(nundinae) to hear the laws proclaimed, or the 
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decrees of the people ^elivered.^ Other pubUc 
bufineis was tranfafted thereat. Booths, tents, and 
wooden ftands for (hows were always ufual in fuch 
places. The fairs were frequently held in the 
public ftreets ; and one of the moft conftant objeds 
of fale or barter was that of indulgences I Dogs, 
and eQ>ecially' greyhounds, were Ibid at thele Roman 
fairs. It is further faid that the fairs were ap- 
pointed to^ be held on Saints* days in order that 
trade might attraSt thofe whom religion could not 
influence. The monafteries fold good% probably 
fuch as their inmates and furrounding dependents 
could manufadure. 

Courts for the purpofes of adjudicating upon 
queftions of difpute arifing out of the dealings at 
the fairs were held alike in Greece and Rome; 
thefe being limilar to the Pie-powder Courts of the 
middle ages, and moll likely their precurfors. In 
time of war, fairs were guarded by Ibldier^ attempts 
at plunder being frequent. Bells were provided in 
fiurs for the purpofe of gi>dng fpeedy alarm. 

It has been generally admitted that the Romans 
introduced the pradice of holding fairs into the 
north of Europe. 1 think I fhall make it abun- 
dantly clear that they introduced them into Eng- 
land. 

‘ Italy. — It is towards the clofe of the fifth century 
of the Chriftian era that we firft find any authentic 
account of f^ fpecially defigned as marts for 

^ Suetonius records that Claudius Csfar made fuit unto 
the Confuls for a licence to hold fairs and markets for his own 
private manors and lands. — Sueton.^ ch. z:;cii. 
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commerce. Like many cjjiier incidents aflbciated 
vdth the hiftory of commerce, the firft traces are 
found in Italy. The Weftern Roman Empire had 
become extinguifhed ; but Italy had fallen into 
good hands. Theodoric the Chief or King of the 
Oftro-Goths had done much to revive its agricul- 
ture, and Ibmething for its commerce. Foreign 
merchants began to vifit it agun; and about 
A.D. 493 feveral fairs were appointed fjpr the pur- 
pole of exchanging its redundant produce with 
the merchandife of other countries. Many rich 
Jew traders fettled in Rome; and by means of 
thefe fairs a wide interchange of commodities was 
effeded. 

Germany.— -We next turn to Germany. We know 
that the Emperor Charles the Great (Charle- 
magne) towards the clofe of the eighth century 
paid great attention to the commerce of weftem 
Europe — a fad indeed which feems difficult to be 
reconciled with the circumftance that he allowed 
the priefts to make a canon declaring all interefi: for 
the ufe of money to be linful ! It may be that he 
yielded this point in the hope that commercial 
dealings would fbon explode the fallacy. He re- 
cognized in fairs a means of exchange of commodi- 
ti* well fuited to the times. The great fairs of 
his period were thofe of Aquisgranum {Aix*la 
Chapelle) and of T royes. Thefe were frequented 
during his reign by traders from moft parts of 
Europe. The weight ufed at the latter fair for 
dealings in coin — then often accepted by weight 
only on account of its battered condition — became 
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adopted as the weight ^ bullion in all parts of 
Europe — ^the pound troy. 

Flanders . — Our attention is next (hreded here. 
The woollen manufadhues commenced probably in 
the latter half of the tenth century (960). At firft 
the fales were moftly to the French, whofe thrifty 
habits enabled them to purchafe fine woollen cloths, 
for wear. On account of the Icarcity of coin the 
trade was i^oftly carried on by barter, to facilitate 
which Baldwin, Earl of Flanders — ^who leems to 
have exceeded moll of the fovereigns of that period 
in defiring the real intereft of himlelf and his fub- 
jeds — let up weekly markets^ and eftablifh^ 
regular frirs at Bruges j Courtrayt Torhout eeoA. Mont- 
Cajeli at all which he exempted the goods ibid or 
exchanged from paying any duties on being brought 
in or carried out. The new trade was thus greatly 
extended, and it continued to flouriih for feveral 
centuries — ^largely due to its being vddely known 
through the fairs of Europe. 

France . — Much of the European conlmerce of 
the middle ages was tranfaded at the celebrated 
fairs of Champagne and Brie. There the mer- 
chants of Italy, Spain and France congregated. 
From far diftant climes the Genoefe traniported 
thither bales of goods ; and bufy traders came '^to 
mdet in open market the infant efforts of Belgiaii 
manufadurers f?^ Ypr^, Douai, and Bruges. 
Burgundy fent cloth, Catalonia leather, and the 
Genoefe and Florentines brought filks; while at 
all the feaports along their coafts vaft cargoes 
were unihipped and placed on the backs of mules 
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to wend thdr way to the^place appomted for the « 
fair. 

Thefe fiurs would begin with the iale of cloth, 
perhaps for feventeen days; the doth merchants 
wonld fettle their accounts prior to the filk mer- 
chants entering upon thdr bargains. In the middle 
of it all the great cry ** Ara ” was railed, as a fignal 
for the money-changers to take thdr feats, and for 
four weeks they fat for the benefit of ^e various 
nationalities who wUhed to realize their gdns in 
their native coin. 

After the condufion of the fair a bufy time of 
fifteen days was let apart for thofe who had not 
yet fettled thdr accounts, and to redtify difputes ; 
which time was extended in favour of the reprefen- 
tatives of more diftant people who wiihed to go 
home and return before finally completing their 
books. The Genoefe burfar at thefe fairs had 
always a month allowed him before fettling his 
accounts. 

Bent (in his ** Genoa : how the Republic Rofe and 
Fell,” i88i) from whom we have drawn Ibme of 
the preceding details fays (p. io6) thefe fairs in 
fouthem France were not without their political 
fignificance. Befides bringing hither thdr mer- 
cHkndife, the Italian traders imported into thefe 
towns their fpirit of independence and their love*of • 
republicanifm. It was from the^fouth of France 
that the feeds of liberty, equality, and fraternity 
fpread northwards. No greater fbonghold of the 
rights of the third eftate exifted than at Marfeilles. 
To this day the influence of this fad is ftrong on 
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■ the politics of France. I And the principles incul^ 
cated by the independent traders of Italy took deep 
root here under ^e eyes of deipotifm, and found a 
truly tiivourable foil in winch to develop. The 
French revolution, and the ftate of France as k is 
to*day, may owe their iirft Iburce to thefe very 
times when a Genoefe merchant would repair to 
thefe fairs, proud and boaftful of his own freedom, 
of his vote^in the General Council, and of a govern- 
ment which owned no royal mafter ; and all this 
could be faid with a fheer at the people over whom 
the banner of the lilies held defpotic iway. 

North of Europe . — Towards the clofe of the tenth 
century periodical public markets or fairs were 
eftablilhed in the northern portions of Europe, and 
were ufed for a purpofe altogether new in thefe 
higher latitudes, but arifing out of the rapine and 
hoftilities peculiar to the period. In feveral of the 
North German towns the merchandife brought to 
them confifted of Haves taken in the wars— many of 
which were believed to have been fermented for the 
limple purpofe of carrying off captives. Helmold 
relates that he faw 7,000 Danifh Haves at one time 
expofed for fale in the market at Meklenberg. The 
common price of ordinary Haves of either fex was 
about a mark (or 8 oz.) of Hlver ; but feme fem^e 
Haves for their beauty or qualifications were rated 
as high as three marks. {Vide Thorkelin’s EHay 
on the Slave Trade,” pp. 4-9.) 

We arrive at the clofe of the fixteenth century. 
The city of Antwerp had at this period arrived very 
nearly at the fiimmit of its wealth and glory, which 
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» • 

AnderToa Hift; of Commerce/’ ii., p. 25) confiders 
it had 'aeqtui^ by two principal means : — 

1 ; By the grants of iiee. fairs for commerce^ 
made formerly by* the Ibvereigas of the Nether- 
lands — two of which f^ lafted each time fix weeks 
— ^whither merchants reforted from all parts of 
Chriflendom with their merchandife, cuftom free. ’ 
yf/ sAfe fairs vaft concerns were tnanagedy not only in 
merchandife^ but in bills of exchange with fll parts of 
Europe. » 

II. It had become the entrepot of the commerce 
between the fbuthern and northern ports of Europe, 
and efpecially of the Portuguefe merchants. This 
drew the German and other merchants to fettle 
there ; and the merchants of Bruges largely removed 
thither after the Archduke Maximilian had (about 
1499) reduced their city. The fairs were wded by, 
and themfelves aided, this development 
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ENGLAND. 

CHAPTER n. 

ORIGIN AND LAWS — ENGLAND. 

the preceding furvey I have inten- 
tionally omitted any mention of Eng- 
Hiftorians of the onhnary type 
E^lfSsI have thought it beneath their dignity 
to refer to anything lb common-place as feirs. The 
real mainfprings of our commerce feem in faft very 
generally to have efcaped them. The greateft com- 
mercial nation of the world has found no hiftorian 
willing to record the true caules of its greatnels. 
The intrigues of fovereignSj the machinations of 
eccleliaftics ; the trickeries of ftatelmen and diplo- 
matifts, have alone commanded their attention afid 
absorbed their hmited energies. The Statute-book, 
the one great ftorehoufe of our national hiftory, has 
efcaped their obfervation. I propofe to devote a 
Ipecial chapter to the origin and development of 
fairs in England. 

It has been clumed that the Anglo-Saxons 
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fbunded alike ^rs «id markets in En^and. To 
AUmi the Great the honour is uraally a^gned. 1 
have no doubt whatever that the Romans firft in- 
troduced the pradice of holding markets and furs 
in England. I find v^ diftindt traces of fairs of 
Roman ori^n at Helfton (Cornwall), at Barnwell 
(by Cambridge), at Newcaftle-upn-^yncy and at 
feveral places along the line of the Roman wall in 
Northumberland. But afiuming that ^e inftitu- 
tions of the country were largely recaft during the 
Anglo-Saxon period, we may take note of the fup- 
pofed re-inftitution of markets and fairs in the 
ninth century. The tithings held their fittings in 
their tithing or free-borough once a week, and 
many people coming thither to have their matters 
adjudicated upon, brought alfo their garden pro- 
duce, com, beads, and id genus omnsy for fale : be- 
caufe there they could meet one another, and buy 
and fell as their needs required, hence the commence- 
ment of a market weekly. From the Courts juft 
mentioned there lay an appeal, if either plaintiff or 
defendant were not fatisfied, to a County Court, 
held about Eafter and Michaelmas, and over thele 
a bifliop and ealderman prefided. To this fuperior 
Court dfo came numbers who, at the various inter- 
mMiate Coiut-leets were not latisfied. And as large 
numbers came together, a greater and better oppdr- 
tumty was afforded for felling their wares and 
goods, corn, beads, duffs, linens. In this we 
can trace the origin of fairSy which were generally 
held twice a year, on or about the times mentioned.” 
This is the diftum of Mr. G. Lambert, F.SJL, in 
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a paper read before tbe London and Middlefex 
Archaeological Society in i880) the iubftance of 
which is publiihed in the "Antiquary/’ ii., pp. 
i02>3. The fairs here are feen to be purely iecuW 
inditutions. ■* 

It was by the Normans that the furs of England 
were moulded into the Aiape with which we are 
mod: familiar. The Norman kings placed them- 
felves largely under the influence of the Papal 
throne ; and it was to the Church, or in the in* 
tereft of the Church, that nearly all fairs were 
granted after the Norman Conqueft in the eleventh 
century. It was under John, early in the thirteenth 
century, that the power of the Church became mofl: 
pronounced in England, and it is during this reign 
that mofl: of the exifling charters of fairs date. 

Trying to harmonize thefe fomewhat confliAing 
views, it may be flippofed that fome of our fairs at 
leafl: were eftablifhed during the Roman occupation. 
Thefe were probably largely added to during the 
Anglo'Saxon period. The Normans admittedly 
encouraged fairs in the interefl: of the Church. 
The fairs of the firft and fecond category were 
moftly fairs eftablifhed by prefcription, the latter 
were chiefly eftablifhed by charter. But in the 
courfe of centuries the identity of origin becontes 
loft. Shepheard, in his “Corporations, Fraterni- 
ties, and Guilds” (publifhed 1659), fays ; "It is 
very ufual in thefe Charters to confirm the old 
markets and fairs, and to grant new markets and 
Fairs. Or to change the dayes of the old markets 
or Fairs. And to grant to the Corporation the 
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Py-powder Court and Inci(^nts and profits of the 
Far.” (P. 69.) 

1 am diQ>ored to believe that many of the early 
fairs afibciated with religious obfervances and cere- 
motii^, were in their mception ^rs of prelcription 
only : that is to fay, fiurs which took their origin 
in paffing events, without any fecial authority, 
and that upon later occafions charters were ob« 
tained. Bailey fas that m ancient limej^ amongft 
Chriftians, upon any extraordinary folemnity, parti- 
cularly the anmverfary dedication of a church, 
tradefmen ufed to bring and fell their wares even 
in the churchyards, elpecially upon the feftival of 
the dedication ; as at Weftminfier, on St. Peter’s 
Day ; at London, on St. Bartholomew’s ; at Dur- 
ham, on St. Cuthbert’s Day, &c. ; but nots and 
difturbances often happening, by realbn of the 
numbers alTembled together, privileges were by 
royal charter granted, for various caufes, to parti- 
cular places, towns, and places of ftrength, where 
magiftrates prelided, to keep the people in order. 
(“ Pop. Antiq.,” Brand.) 

Blackftone fays: — Fairs and market^ with the 
tolls belonging to them, can only be let up by virtue 
of the royal grant, or by long and immemorial ufage 
and prefbription, which prefuppofes fuch a grant. 
The limitation of thefe public relbrts to fuch tinie 
and fuch place as may be mofi convenient for the 
neighbourhood forms a part of economics, or do- 
mefiic polity, which, confidering the kingdom as a 
large family, and the fovereign as the mafter of it^ he 
clearly has a right to difpofe and order as he pleafes. 



1 6 Origin and Laws^Englatid. 

• 

Agiuti| a man may l^^ve a right to hold a Jfiur or 
jhai^^^ to keep a boat for the ferrying of 
pafl^lfiiii; and this either by royal grant or by 
preemption, finm wluch a royal grant may be pre- 
iiimed to have been at fome time ccmferr^. ^But 
(unlefe under an ASt of Parliament) no other title 
^an thele will fufiice ; for no fair, marked or ferry 
can be lawfully let up without licenie from the 
Grown, pn the other hand, a man may, under 
liich titles, lawtiilly claim to be lord of a Air or 
market, though he be not the owner of the foil on 
which it is held. 

The right to take toll is ufually (though not 
necelTarily) a part of the privilege; and the tolls of 
a fur or market are due either in refpedt of goods 
ibid there (that is, from the feller, not the buyer), 
or for ftallage or picks^ or the like, in refpedt of 
ftalls or polls fixed in the foil 

I have leen it fiated that before the granting of 
a fair it was cuftomary to ilTue a writ of ad quod 
damnum^ to inquire whethq* the grant would be 
prgudiclal to any ; but I. doubt if the pradice was 
at all general. 

If 1 am entitled to hold a Air or market^ and 
another perlbn lets up a fur or market fo near mine 
that he does me a prejudice, it is a nuifance to*the 
Aeehold which 1 have m my market or fur. But 
in order to make this out to be a nuifance it is 
necelTary (i) That my muket or fair be the elder, 
otherwise the nuisance lies at my own door, (a) 
That the market be ereded within the third part of 
twenty miles from mine. Sir M.^ Hale conftrues 




five^’^ea^of’’^ nt^&iiie y it 

is HbHd 

market ^ithki cwiieillitt^ of i'da^^'s jodrii^from his 
own. home ; that the - 4 ^ dttee 

parts^ he may 'ipend ‘one> p«rt hi J^i^ aifibdid' in 
retumii^, and die third in trh)iki%hij^'' l^^^ 
bufinefs there. If fiich market or feir be oh the 


&me day with ittine, it » p^lnd fack t nuifance 
to nuncj and there needs no proof of it, but the 
law will intend it to be fo| but if any* odier day it 
iw<9» be a nuiitUice ; but of diiS' diere’thhft be pi^ 
The ftatute of GloUceftw (1278) cohfmed the 
right of inquiring into the dde' of idl‘ who claimed 
rights ulually exercifed by the Grown. Whdre fuch 
rights were queftioned^ the judicial procefe- of quo 
warranto yraa let in modom ■ One of the principal 
matters about W'hich ihquifitichi was fiequetidy made 
under this ftatute was the right of holding markets 
and fjura-TWs right todd (as we hsR feen) only 
be conferred bj^> royd g^nt^ wh»e ‘ preferipdon 
chuM hot be pkiaded^ In; many cafes it 'had been 
affinned by diofe who had "bought land on which 
fairs had ulihdly beeh held^ and who were dieh taking 
tolls from naerchants wMdi Ihould in juftice^^ 
gone # the King.- M 

obtrined ‘by' ^ mekhs of die 'ioquifidohs ; ’eohduded 
under this ASt. 'Zhis was originally reemded in the 


c 


I *7 /j n 



1 have fouiod. 

tps pt^i^e is !idccla|ed I bu]t Ibtae » 

vrluch pt^tS iK a|(^nil^^ : ipr in 1446-^7 

(25 JEfen. Vi.) it was ena^^:^ Vthat all gwits of 

M Kberdes tp buy 

bt tP Wales made to 

any Wdftmah^^^^b^ 
of 'nb^'blc^^ ';lHei^ 

fienyed to 1^ of o^uira 
tho i»$ini^:of a iiw 

to ^ ^ -abdi^eti^iom^^^^ 

(pf i«i$^V(i|riib. sttchikUitmit 

lights anil wh^ ihis: |tt^ 

been indMed m v^y vchd^ters. 

Ctitunlydie bshVeife isiMt 
it was ;''in’^iiia^i|ray^ .' cuftc^^' ithiit'^iSuj^ 
Mked.itP-bcdtw^’^': « 
m(hie4i'g^nted^to4^jo^^ 

m^l7BM^^eal«VtbTini^i4j^ h'mB- 

tail the n^duladons uppn our Jlstute rolls 
tairsKf ;- ■ •■ e--:.. K-.fi. r fe 


■ 'HiiKr:! :u; r-' 

■ ■' ■• s'J ''i>^'-K''i“:' i:''j :■■} t'.''. f -vH '•;. > 

•- ! *AiaY 'RBOWLAT10Hil^*FICtflli»\:#AfM?^ 

,, ;: •.,■•■;,.■ • '•■' '■■ •■ :./■' -vV'Trrv:.?.;; =-•;. -• 

Gmt ainA^;j^.'!dis;inai^^ 

of f«rs andiini^^ 
lliis 

gend^' iniia&im'^fbrt 

ocmimelrcii in I^axkto ^ 

Hie^'i it 

flwuld!came odlftto-dto Jun^’^nn^ &Miid 

wb;'4adb’; ■'': l%r..|ibiitt')n.f ;in^ittiK i iti;,^ii:ieg^4»- 
tioiti l^^tfoEC^ 

niit^ vby ' 

Kini^ Ethdred IL (end of tenth and commence- 






4nvOi^''^^t^iv'^vfC>wi 

np mc»^ dear^ n^ mateml toi detemiine. 
At latpr pmpcU tHeV pi^ tu^ been con- 

; H^tty 1< grinte^ to of London j^fnter 

«%) dtat thty ^odd 1 m: 

and dM pal&ge through towns, 

pOfts, ga^, and bridiges; and leftagiy or atoll faU 

^|W!» Carter (iai^).— ^The denoandipf the 
BarpnSiprdentcd to<ICing J(^ eml^ed die fol- 
jtticrc^ go 

and cmaoj buy and. fc|[|/Fithotit any evil tolls, but 
by antient and honed cudoms.’V ^ the conipleted 
Charter ^ adnal took, the fcdlowing ihapn *• 

; A11 n^rchantsi^ fecurity in 

comkg itito Engluid and gplngput of England, and 
in daying/and in ti^velUng through England, as well 
by land as by water, to buy and fell vdthout any 


tm|uft eandions^ according to andent and right 
tuftpmsj iexci^tihg in time of war, and if they be of 
a com^iT At againd us > «id if f^ 
in our land, at tfaa bt^nning of a ytar, th^^ d^ 
apprehendedwithoutii^my of them bodies and goods 
until it be knowii to us^ or to our Chief Judiciary, 
how the merchants of oiir cbuntry are trdited avho 
are found in the cQuntiy at war againd us ; if ours 




coiriMei^ dit 

nuddlel bf twblftii i»i«h:^ 
ibrei^ trade was almoft entirdy ebhdi^ed by 
foreign inbrchantSi ; ” liidtied he dbdar^ it to be 
“evidently” fo. I es^A to be able Ip 1 ^^^ 
the great ceiitKs of t^e at this period were the 
fdrs held in various parts of the Idng^ohi^ Tht 
tsSt of Sturbridge Fair (Cambridge) is a remark- 
able inftance. 

i2i 6»— The firft Great Charter of Henry III. 
conlinned the prodfions of Magna Carttr as to 
merchants, except in the cafe of thole 
before puiliely prohibited. The priyiliqges thus 
accorded to foreign merchants were fev^. (i) 
To come into En^and (2) To depart diere6ut(3) 
To remun (4) To tiwvd by land pr water. (5) To 
buy and fell (6) To be jftee of evil tolls ‘ (7) To 

* Tl» protc^Hon frcw WM Slfo, « aiulttef of 

grew codeqneDce, It ww to.be regarded as a fecttriqr from 
paying: fo large a cuftom dr impofition upon any goods that 
the pri^t Is loft thettih, and the trade thereby preaented. 
The’d^hal temi expreffive erthis is Mitla Ae word 

toll or tdt beitig derived from the Saxon T^Um, or Thtth- 
mne^ which figti&s a payment in markets, townsi and fairs, 
for goods and cattle bought and fold. It alfo ftands ft>r any 
manner (ft* cuftotti, fubfidy, impofition, or fum of money taken 
of the buyer for the importing or exporting of any vmres ; and 
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ii^^riai^zil^ nidtfu^ of 

]^^;':^d;.'u9''ih''^ifl^ ' <b 'if 1 ■ , 

- i#iwr 

li^ ftn^^ |Na^ (thirtdmth cen- 

■ iC^^"'*^:Vtft‘1ilaii^ thereafter,. <-£¥07 

'•:fcit«i|pl^*''ijirai^^^^^^ ■•to'^^e'- debts, and' even 

cr^es of it^odier for^nei^'^hhiOwnnadonidity * 

',it^^'^'itfii»^-that;;<^^^ i^pit C^fitr yrtie ufed 

'^{dr e'ddi^t ‘ feHfc^ word MaU-t^ta, 

%ii^k'A|ip^ ie: tl^e orig^liex^ «vil tolb, 

i er iOgijjaftiitei^^ ; 

^.■,F«}^i[;i,.|^'.ttite; Ttomfon’s 

* •'ia'iiraiwi^^ y,iib&-'i^''l«^n 'foi^nen 

- ciittei' of <^< 9 ; (ioedglf^r^ ter^SoWing;^)^^ 

In' ijpi ■ pi^on -;pf‘ (th©rS|^ 

helM^ ng' to hbtje in l^|lan<& md, .i^e gdil^^ 


...in In 4 and"jl^ 

Ml account. Ko (t^e Pope) imnie^i^tf font a Bull ^'sn^^d 
(“PWcn»/*v. ii., p^«$t)^^=''"\ 


Tuch. ■ i»fl3f5s%^'-||» 

igiKKi^ ;&; obtaii||Q^|;fr^ 



fbimd b anearivth^ 
to one of ^them^ps.^n 
Thefe rdlri^pm ionno^!^, ,,(i?r‘g^^ 
it is no , wpnder !tiu^ .gppe^yi^ ijapK^p^^W 
ntxmbers-ud importances .,e, ■i-J-^r.'-i./y:^^-z--,:, 
1235^ Tins j^e monarch l^ve ^- 

cial permiffion to thCn^in^^% B 

fairs in all parts of EnglandL - fclus liBB probftb^^ 
in cfmfequence of BOtoi'^abl’ of 
the HanfeatSb' 
trade in i]ts. 



:iitjE^v;.^Bhdbtti'‘ to 

totothar aflbdatibjpi # Gerauw metah^ fetthd in 

■Lofidonat-toiidsiteii '’ ■■'•■v ■'■ 




of ChSrleiB^ac doto> to our own 






ifeiril in id^ult/ of lutymient At 

A< 9 ^n fchanis)^ d^trmmed on. 


he iej^ itt firtfldi; and afi%r 

two yeai^ d Mircafarum, 

1985, #3 Edwisl.) ^ brought into 

mt^ giving. finular 

faalides; in many other p)a^ in /atrs^ 

and ; a mnch great^ officers were 

empowered td aA m the mitterr Thefe privileges 
were not limited to men rirom pa^ towns or 
countrim r ad i forei^^^^^^^ could avail them- 

felves thjeeraf, ex^pt when this kingdom was at 
. war with hmd claufe relating to 

the “ Seal of thei .Fair^i tvw as follows . 
y.*f And a Sesd ihall be pwvided ti»t ffiall ferve 
for Fain, and die ftme ihall be &nt unto every Frir 
uhder jffie Kin^a Setdi hy a Clerk fworn^ or by the 
Keeper of th« F{dt^a «4 tbn^^^S^ be opened be- 
fore theih^ and delivered ui^ 

the aforei^ memhandf 

\rith the Clerk ; uidi^^ the mer- 


chant, ir bod ciumbt ariimd^^^ 
ihall be taken as before is faid.’* ’ 
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And % » 

to foreign aier<ilufiit» tiheh refident in England, it was 
ord^ed, that one weight fhall be kept in every 
fair and town ; that the weigher (hall Ihow the 
buyer and feller that the beam and fcaJes are fair, 
and that there lhall be only one weight an^eajure in 
our dominions, and that they be ftampcd with our 
ftandard mark,” All ftudents of hiftory, know how 
well this ordinance has been obferved ! 

By the Statute of Wynton [Winchefter] attri- 
buted to the reign of Edw, I., but probably of 
earlier date it is enafted (c. 6) “And the King 
commandeth and forbiddeth that from henceforth 
neither Fairs nor markets be kept in the Church- 
yards for the Honour of the Church.” ^ 

1321, About this date — reign of Edw. II. — there 
is fuppofed to have been enaded Articles of the 
Office of Efcheatry.” Amongft the duties of this 
officer of the crown, he was to hold inqueft {inter 
alia) of markets, fairs, tolls, paflage-monies, and 
cuftoms, unjuftly levied without licenfe of the 
King ; alfo where, when, and from what time, and 
how much they are worth by the year. Under the 
power fo granted various inquifitions regarding 
fairs, and the tolls charged, and the privileges 
allerted, were conduced. 

' It had before this time been quite cuilomary to hold fairs 
in churchyards. 
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COURTS OF: P|J®OWDER. 


I£S£ have been already referred to, 
and wUl wife in vsHons other parts of 
; ithia. work, .as being clofely aflbeia^.v 
with fairs;, /r: 

^ gCoOrts^defignatedintheiiatin tongue 
r ■^a7<prria:<*/^ in the Old FrisneH puldreatt^,^ 
tin each cafej it is -luppOled^^Sference to> or 
of the duftyvfeet -of >i^ Some 

i f^vbocaule “ juftice is thtefe'da^e as Ipeedily 
fall front the feet/'- : But without refe- 
itofoch fancifid detivstions they'inay be fpoken 
t jRTToughrSndi-resdy mode of ad n oin i ftenng juf- 

is ;no record or 

aeehy Whi^ Rby^fuch 

|Ce in tl^ country. They caiftecto, u$ with 

^ V : -v'^^CV > 

con- 






Courts 




mine who rcfort to fiiwjimd 

thefc kind of Pedlars who generally attend 
Fitd puldreaux in Old French fignifies a PcdJi*r»^Kd 
gets hralivelihopd^^J^ iVenS^ngihif .goc^ whwhe 
can, without any certain or fixed refideoce.’* 

In the “Regiam Majeftatem,” 1609, there is Ac 
following : “ Gif ane ftranger mcrchai^ ; 
throw the Realme, havand na Iatid> re 
nor dwelling within the fchirefddrae, 
fra ane place to ane other, quha thcre<bfe,^| 

Pied Puldreaux, or duflifute.’* ' '■ 

Hence then i^e Court of Pie Powder 
fimplc language a Guitr/ of Pedlars- 
Such Codrt6>:were held in the markets o£:?Ae 
Romans, as they were in the niark^ of the Nor- 
mans, and probably all through the old Rrahin 
Europe. But they had yet an earlier bri^. 
Demofthenes makes it plain that . all cau fra eekdiig 
to the feftival bf Bacchus wero^^ Iteaid'pn:^ 

Fairs were alTbciated with the- Olympic games:; ;aad 
it frems clear: dtfeended frbm:^ tfid/felBvfities offthie 
Greek ChuPthv ' ' - ; ..v 

The heccdity Wall fairs of aitribWud whioh^co^ 
promptly deal with the diflferences ari^g. am»yi^ 
a flceriiig^JJ<^alation were the famc^ qmte irrei^^ 


the merchants attending the, of 


28 Courts of Piepowder, 

rent eountritn were 1n<»a die fame. 

Th^ ttayeUed from country to country. What 
they tbund beneficial in one put of ^e ^obe was 
equally fq in anodiu, and Hence bec^e dddpte^ as 
of courie. The tribunals of coiiune^ which once 
exifred in England, and which ftill eufr in various 
parts of Continental Europe, are analagoUs to the 
Courts of Piepowder held at Mrs. 

In an ^ount of a Mr held in the northern 
region of La^and as far back as two centuries ago 
(i68i), aCourt of Piepowder is recorded as one of 
its features. • 

The peculiar conftiturion of the Court has to be 
kept firmly in view. It had juriidiAion only in 
commercial queftions. It tried them before a jury 
of traders formed on the ipot It could entertain a 
cafe of flander, if of merchandife or wares exhibited, 
but not of the merchant or trader who vended the 
fame. It could fit only during fair time; could 
take cognizance only of things happening during 
Mr tim^ and within the fair. It could try a thief 
who had committed robbery in the fair only when 
he had been captured within its bounds. It might 
hold pleas for amounts, in later times, above forty 
(hillings ; and its judgments could be deferred and 
enforced at the next Mr. So firmly indeed had 
cthlom defined the powers of the(e Courts, that it 
has been well Md, even the King himielf if he were 
fitting as judge in fuch a Court, could not extend 
them. 

Spcific Legiflatiott. — 1478. There having been 
many abufes committed in the Courts Piepowder 



’ Courts of Piepowder, zg 

held at the fairs in J^gl^ by the avarice 

and injuftice of their J^wards, b^ifi^ and others, 
whole pro^nce it to hold, th^ and ad- 
minifter impartial julrioe in all cales arihng during 
the continuance, and within the jurilciidtion, of the 
furs : but who took cognizance of contrafts and 
trefpalTes unconneAed with the fairs, and frequently 
having no foundation in truth. Thefr abules began 
to have the etieft of preventing merchants from 
attending the furs : whereby the people of the 
country were deprived of the convenience of pur- 
chaling goods^ and the lords of the furs loll their 
cullomary profita The entire fubjeA came before 
parliament, and a meafure intended for relief refulted, 
which I lhall now review in detail : 

17 Edw. IV. c. 2.— <//«», Whereas divers Fairs be 
holden & kept in this Realm, fome by Prefcription 
allowed before Jullices in Eyre, & fome by grant 
of our Lord the King that now is, & Ibme by the 
grant of his noble Progenitors & PredecelTors, & 
to every of the fame Fairs is of right pertaining a 
Court of Pypowders, to minifter in the fame due 
Juftice in this behalf ; in w'' Court it hath been all 
times accitilomed, that every perfon coming to the {* 
Fairs Ih** have lawful remedy of all manner of Con- 
traAs, TrelpalTes, Covenants, Debts, & other Deeds 
under or done within any of the fame Fairs, duritig 
the time of the fame Fairs, & within the jurifdiAiqn 
of the lame, & to be tried by merchants being of 
the fame Fair ; w'‘ Courts at this day be milufed by 
Stewards. . . . 

And Ibmetimes, by the device of evil dialed 



Com’tr^Pkpefwdefi 

tut to ttottbk; "iSii^ to 

'tiiey ■ 

;|l|^|ta^#--{? <Fi^i';;i!^hii^' '.^i^ 

Fairs- 

“ “ ‘ othir-' 



of May th]«i next Otiruing no 
St!ii!i|^' ^ J^liffV' Ccunmtfiaiyy nor 

i^Eli^Aer of any ftich Courts of Fypowders 
plea upon any aAbn at the 'Suit of any 
p^^^ peiibns> unlefs ^e Plaintiff or plaintiff, 
orhls tic.^tr attorney, in the prefence of the de- 

;£yBi^iflis,; Upon the Declaration, tiiat the Con- 
ptli^ Deed contained in the P Declaration 
•-if^ H^e or coinmitted Hrithin the Fw & within the 
llllilffi of Fw wh^ |ie taketh his adtion, & 
'^tlun tiio bounds dt ltliipi^on of the &me Fair. 

the caufe did not 


a^ jput of the^^^^ plaintiff refufed to 

m‘ W quit. live penalty on 
alSieaN^ u Court contra^ to dus ^ 

i^^ |hiUth£^r be Proclamied, & was 

to cot^ue u^ the firft day of the next Parliament 
‘fPip^ed^wxy8,:T^ this adtnoranythingcOAi- 
^f^' tn the fame hurtful & prejudidal to 

'^illishh now Bifhop of Durham, nor to his fuccd^ 
iwithin the liberty & Franchife of the Bifhop- 



* Cmtrti i^ Piepowder ^ ^ 

rick 
rigkfe 

of any of ti^1i^eri!Or-:C0sri%^^4^kei^^ 

of the Goii^iofr'Picpovincte-T^by :m 

error to courts at WeflfirinJ^^^ait^ 

fuch' court 8 ;;w«re,ta.|»^ 

of execut^n in rid of theiv , ji»ri>Cirii[^i ^ 

not apprided. againft.^' ekteod^t^e 

efficacy of this particular court, ^ i goodff}?^^ 

defendant— not in the frir, and thri^^oro 'l^i^fi^ 

ancient jurifduftion of thii courtf— 

levied upon.,:';. '• ■ ■; ' 

, •■• v.';w. .-,, > 
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CHAPTER V. 

LEcftsLATlON FOR FAIRS IK EKGLAND. 

JQuratm of Fairs. 

1328. 

0 HERE was enafted 2 Edw*. III. c. 1 5. 

** No pedbn ihall keep a Fair longer 
than he ought to do/* which was as 

Item, it is eftablilhed That it fhall be com- 
manded to all the Sherifl^ of England & elfewhere, 
where need ihall require to cry and publilh within 
Liberties & utithout, that all the Lords [of the foil] 
w** have Fairs, be it for yielding certain Ferm 
[Rent?] for the fame to tiie King or otherwife, 
ihall hbld the fame for tiie time that they ought to 
hold it, & no longer ; that is to fay, [i] fuch as have 
tiiem by the King’s Charter granted them, for the 
time limited by the f Charters (2) and alio they 
that have them without Charter, for the time that 
they ought to hold them of Right (3) And that 
every Lord at the be^nning of his Fur fhall there 
do cry & publilh how long the ^r Ihall endure, to 
the intent that merchants (hall not be at the fame 
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Fairs over the time ib puljjliihed, upon pain to be 
grevioufly punifhed towards the King (4) Nor the 
r* Lords ihall not hold them over the due Time 
upon pain to feize the Fairs into the King’s hands, 
there to remain till they have made a fine to the 
King for the offence, after it be duly found, that 
the Lords held the fame Fairs longer than they 
ought, or that the merchants have fitten above the 
time fb cried & publifhed. See 1331. • 

1331. The 5 Edw. III. c. 5 — “The Penalty if 
any do fell Ware at a Fair after it is ended ” was 
as follows : 

//m. Where it is contained in the Statute made 
at Northampton [1328J . . . that the Lords w** 
have Fairs by Charters or otherwife, fhall hold them 
during the Time that they ought to do, & no 
longer upon Pain to feize fuch Fairs into the King’s 
hands (2) & that every Lord at the Beginning 
of his Fair fliall proclaim how long the fair fhall 
endure; (3) and in the fame Statute is no certain 
punishment ordained againft the merchants if they 
fell after the time, (4) it is accorded. That the f* mer- 
chants after the f‘‘ time fhall clofe their Booths & 
Stalls without putting any manner of Ware of Mer- 
chandife to fell there. (5) And if it be found, that 
anjfc merchant from henceforth fell any Ware or mer- 
chandife at the f"* Fairs after the f* Time, fuch Mer» 
chant fhall forfeit to me Lord the King the double 
value of that w" is fold (6) and every Man that 
will fue for our Lord the King, fhall be received, & 
fhall have the fourth part of that w** fhall be loft at 
his fuit 
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Macpherfbn [** Commerce”] comment- 

ing upon this aft fays Fairs were “ the feats of moji 
of the inland trade of the kingdom." 

1448. The 27 Henry VI. c. 5 was direfted againft 
“ the Scandal of holding Fairs & markets on Sun- 
days & upon High Feaft Days.” This praftice 
had in earlier times been very general. 

Attempted Limitation of the Commerce of Fairs . — 
1 487. The Common Council of London, in order to 
oblige the people to relbrt to the City for their pur- 
chafes, had made an ordinance that no citizen fhould 
carry goods for fale to any fair or market out of 
the city. The aflbrtment of goods in London (fays 
Macpherfon) appears to have been fo commanding 
that thofe interefted in fairs of Salilbury, Briftol, 
Oxford, Cambridge, Nottingham, Ely, Coventry, 
and other places, and alfo the people of the country 
in general, were alarmed, and reprefented to Parlia- 
ment the deftruftion of the fairs, and the great 
hardftiip of being obliged to travel to London to 
procure chalices, books, veftments, and other church 
ornaments, and allb viftuals for the time of Lent, 
linen cloth, woollen cloth, brafs, pewter, bedding, 
ofmond, iron, flax, wax, and other neceflaries. The 
London ordinance was thereupon annulled by Par- 
liament; and the citizens were permitted to ego 
AVith their goods to the fairs and markets in every 
part of England. (“Hift. of Com.” i. p. 708.) 

The aft by which this was effefted is j Hen. 
VII. c. 9 — Freemen of London may carry their wares 
to any Fairs or Markets — which recites as follows : 

“ Humbly fhowen and prayen unto your High- 
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**nefs, your true & faithful. Commons of this your 
“your Realm of England^ That where the Citizens 
“ & Freemen of the City of London have ufed out 
“ of time & mind to go, carry & lede their mer- 
' “ chandife & ware imto all Fairs & markets at their 
“ Liberty of the f* City; now of late time the Mayor, 
“ Aldermen, & Citizens of the City of London have 
“ made&enafted an Ordinance within the fame City, 
“ upon a great Pain, that no man that is a fteeman or 
“ a Citizen of the f'* City lhall go or come to any Fair 
“ or Market out of the fame City of London, with 
“ any manner pf ware or merchandife to fell or to 
“ barter, to this Intent, that all Buyers & merchants 
“Ihould refort to the f** City to buy their ware 
“ & merchandifes of the f* Citizens & Freemen of 
“ London aforefaid, becaufe of their lingular Lucre 
“ & Avail ; w** Ordinance, if it Ihould hold as is 
“ before exprefled, fiiall be to the utter deftruHion of 
“ all other Fairs & markets within this your Realm^ 
“ w''God defend : for there bemany fairs for the com- 
“ mon weal of your faid liege People, as at Salijbury, 
“ Briftoly Oxenforthy Cambrigge, Netynghamy £/y, 
“ Coventroy & at many other places where Lords 
“ Spiritualy £s? 'temporaly AbbotSy Priorsy Knights, 
“ EJquireSy Gentlemen, ^ your faid Commons of Every 
Qoun\ry hath their common refort, to buy fs* purvey 
“ i^any things that be good profitable, as Ornament% 
“ of Holy Church, Chalice, Books, Veftments, & 
“ other ornaments of Holy Church aforef**, & alfo 
“ for Houfehold, as viftual for the time of Lent, 
“ & other fluff, as Linnen Cloth, Woollen Cloth, 
“ Brafs, Pewter, Bedding, Ofmonde, Iron, Flax, & 
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“Wax, & many othen neceflary Tlungs, the w" 
“might not be forbom amongft yonr fud li^e 
“People; but, by the f* Ordinance every man 
“ willing to buy any of the premises, lhall be courted 
“ to come to the f' City of London, to thdr import- 
“ able Cofts & Charges, w** if the f* ad fhould en- 
*‘dur^ lhall grow great hiirt & prejudice to the 
“ common weal of this your Realm, & lhall caufe 
**many piirmcious ftrifes & debates between your 
“ faid liege people, & the faid Mayor, Aldermen & 
Citizens in time to come, by the making the P 
“ Ordinance, the w** is thought may not continue 
“ & dand with good charity, the premilles con- 
“ lidered, wherefore it may pleafe your faid Higli- 
“ nefs mod; noble & abundant Grace, in conddera- 
“tion of the Hurt likely to grow of & by the 
“ premifes, that it may be enaded : 

The King Lords and Commons therefore enaded 
that every freeman and citizen of London then 
or thereafter, might go with his ^ddual ware or 
merchandife, at his or their liberty to any fair or 
market that Ihould pleale him within the realm of 
England, any ad, ftatute or ordinance to the con- 
trary notwithftanding. Any difregard of the datute 
to incur a penalty of £10 to the King. 

1496. The Company of Merchant- Advciituftrs 
df England which was faid to have been in exlf- 
tence for nearly two centuries — although not adu- 
ally chartered until 1505— took fteps about this 
period calculated to interfere with the freedom of 
Britilh merchants to attend fairs and marts in 
foreign countries. 
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The Merchants who traded on their own indivi- 
dual account redding in various parts of England 
and of the City of London, lent up a petition to 
the Houle of CcMunons, (as agrinft the claims of 
the faid Company of Merchant- Adventurers) wherein 
it was let forth that they traded beyond the lea with 
their goods and merchandile, as well into Spain, 
Portugal, Bretagne, Ireland, Normandy, France, 
Seville, Venice, Dantzic, Eaftland, Fri^and and 
many other parts — the geography is often a little 
hazy in thefe early documents — there to buy and 
fell and maketheir exchanges, according to the laws 
and cuftoms of thole parts : every one trading as 
leemed mod; to his advantage, without fandtion, 
fine, impolition or contribution, to be had or 
taken of them, or any of them, to for, or by, any 
Englilh perfon or perlbns. And in like fort they, 
before this time had ufed, and of right ought to 
have and ufe the like commerce into the coal^ of 
Flanders ^ Zealand, Holland^ Brabant y and other ad- 
jacent parts, under the obedience of the Archduke 
of Burgundy ; in which places are ulually kept the 
univerfal marts or fairs, four times in the year ; to 
which marts ail Englilhmen, and divers other nations 
in times pad, have ufed to refort, there to fell their 
o\7n commodities, and freely to buy fuch merchan- 
dife as they had occafion for : till now of late, tile 
Fellowmip of Mercers, and other merchants and ad- 
venturers, dwelling and being free within the City 
of London by confederacy amongd themfelves, for 
their ovm lingular profit, contrary to every Englilh- 
man’s liberty, to the liberty of the faid mart there, 
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and contrary to all law^ reaibn, chanty, right and 
confcience have made an ordinance among them- 
felves to the prejudice of all other Engliflunen, t^t 
no Englifhman relbrting to the laid mart, {hall either 
buy or fell any merchandife there, unlefs he {hall 
firft have compounded and made fine with the faid 
Fellowfhip of Merchants of London, at their plea- 
fure ; upt^n pain of forfeiture to the faid Fellowfhip 
of fuch their faid merchandife. Which fine, impo- 
fition, and exadion, at the beginning, when firft 
taken, was demanded by colour of the Fraternity 
of St. Thomas Becket; at which time it was only an 
old noble flerling. And fb by colour of fuch feigned 
holinefs, it hath been fuffered to be taken of a few 
years paft : it was afterwards increafed to 100 {hil- 
lings, Flemifh; but now the faid Fellowfhip of 
London take of every Englifhman or young mer- 
chant, being there, at his firft coming flerling 
for a fine, to fuffer him to buy, and fell his own 
goods. By reafbn whereof, all merchants not of 
the faid Fellowfhip, do withdraw themfelves from 
the faid marts : whereby the woollen cloth of this 
realm, which is one of the greateft commodities of 
the fame, as well as fundry other Englifh commodi- 
ties of the fame, as well as fundry other Englifh 
Cpmmodities, are not fold and got off as in times 
paft, but are for want of fale thereof, in divers parts, 
where fuch clothes are made, conveyed to London, 
and there fold at an undervalued price, even below 
what they coft the makers. Moreover the mer- 
chandife of thofe foreign parts, imported by the 
faid Fellowfhip, is fold to your complainants and 



Legijlation for Fairs in England. 39 

other fubjedls at fo high a J)rice that the buyers can- 
not live thereupon ; by reafon whereof all the cities 
and towns of the realm are falling into great 
poverty, ruin and decay: and the King’s cuftoms 
and fubfidies, and the navy of the land greatly 
decreafed. 

It was therefore enafted (12 Hen. VII. c. 6) that all 
Engliftimen from henceforth Ihould and might freely 
relbrt to the Coafts of Flanders., Hollan^y Zealand, 
Brabant, and other parts adjoining, under the obe- 
dience of the Archduke ; and at their marts or fairs 
there, fell their merchandile freely, without exadion, 
fine, impofition, or contribution taken or received of 
any of them by the faid Fraternity or Fellowlhip, 
excepting only the fum of ten marks [^6 ijj. 4<^.] 
fterling, on pain of forfeiting ^10 for every time 
they take more ; and lhall alfo forfeit to the perfon 
fo impoled on .ten times fo much as contrary to this 
ad was taken of him. See 1554. 

Weljh Fairs. — 1534. There was enaded 26 
Hen. VIII. c. 6 — The Bill concerning Councils in 
Wales — ^which recited : “ Forafmuch as the people 
“ of WaleSy & the marches of the fame, not dread- 
“ ing the good & wholefome Laws & Statutes 
“ of this Realm, have of long time continued & 
“ perfevered in Perpetration & Commiflion of divers 
“ & manifold Thefts, Murthers, Rebellions, wilful 

Burning of Houles & other Icelerous Deeds & 
“ abominable malefads', to the high difpleafure of 

God, Inquietation of the Kings well-difpofed fub- 
“jeds, & Difturbance of the Public Weal, w** 
“ malefads & Icelerous Deeds be fo rooted & 
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** fixed in the fame People, that they be not like to 
“ ceafe unlels fbme fharp correAion & Punifliment 
“ for Redreis & Amputation of the Premifes be 
provided, according to the Demerits of the 
“ ofienders.” Whereupon it was enaded {inter 
alia) : 

T^hat no perfon or perfbns dwelling or refident 
within WaUsex the Lordfiiips marches of the fame, 
of what Estate, Degree, or Condition fbever he or they 
be of, coming, reforting, or repairing unto any 
Seflions or Court to be holden within Wales or any 
Lordfhips, marches, of the fame (hall bring or bear, 
or caufe to be brought or born to the fame Seflions 
or Court or to any place within the diftance of two 
miles from the fame Seflions or Court, nor to any 
Town, Church, Fairy Market or other congregation, 
except it be upon a Hute or Outcry made of any 
Felony or Robbery done or perpetrated, nor in the 
Highways in affray of the King’s Peace, or the 
Kings liege People, any Bill, Jjong-bow, Crofs-bow, 
Hand-gun, Sword, Staff, Dagger, Halbert^ More- 
fpike, Spear, or any other manner of weapon. 
Proof-coat or Armour defenfive, upon pain of for- 
feiture of the fame and of imprifbnment and fine, 
except permiffion by given by the proper authori- 
ties authorifed thereto. 

■ Robberies in Fairs. — 1 552. The 5 and 6 Edw. 
VI. c. 9 — jin A£t for the taking away of the Bene- 
fit of Clergy for certain offenders recites ; (3) ** And 
where alfo it hath been in quefiion & doubted, 
that if fuch Robberies & Felonies happen to be 
** committed & done in any Booth or Booths, Tent 
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** or Tents in any Fair or market, the Owner of the 
** &me, his wife, Children or Servants happening 
** to be within the £ime at the time of the com- 

mitdng of fuch Felonies, & put in fear & dread, 

the ofienders therein being found guilty after the 
** Laws of this Realm, Ihould not lofe the Benefit 
“ of Clergy.” 

Whereupon it was enaded that perfons offend- 
ing Ihould not be entitled to benefit of Clergy, but 
Ihould fiififer death in fuch manner and form as was 
mentioned in the aft 23 Hen. VIII. c. i, for Rob- 
beries and Felonies committed and done in Dwelling 
houfes and Dwelling places, the Owner and Dweller 
in the fame, his wife children or fervants being 
within the fame, and put in fear and dread, without 
having any refped or confideration whether the 
owner or dweller in fuch booths and tents his wife, 
children or servants being in the fame Booths or 
Tents at the time of fuch Robberies and Felonies 
committed, fhall be fleeping or waking. 

ReftriSling the dealing in Fairs. — 1554. By the 
I ft and 2nd Philip and Mary, c. 7 —An A£t for that 
Perfons dwelling in the Country fhall not fell divers 
Wares in Cities or Towns Corporate by retail — it Is 
recited : Where before this time the ancient Cities, 
Boroughs, Towns Corporate and market Townj 
(within this Realm of England) have been very 
populous, and chiefly inh^ited with merchants. 
Artificers, and Handicraftfmen, during which time 
the Children in thofe Cities were civilly brought up 
and inftruded, and alfo the faid, cities &c. kept in 
good order and obefience, and the inhabiters of the 
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fame well fet on work and kept from idlenefs. (2) 
By reafon whereof, the faid Cities &c. did then 
profper in riches and great wealth, and were as then 
not only able to lerve and furnilh the King and 
Queens majefties, and their noble progenitors, Kings 
of this Realm, as well with great numbers of good 
able perlbns and well furnilhed, meet for the wars, 
as alfo tl^en charged, and yet chargeable with great 
fee-farms, ^indifmes^ Taxes, and divers other 
payments to the King and Queen’s Majefties, which 
at this prefent they be not able to pay and bear, but 
to their utter Undoing, being few in number to pay 
and bear the fame ; but alfb the fame Cities &c. 
are likely to come very ftiortly to utter deftruftion, 
ruin and decay ; (3) by reafon whereof the occu- 
piers, Linendrapers, woollen-drapers, Haberdalhers 
and Grocers dwelling in the Counties out of the 
faid Cities &c. do not only occupy the art and 
myftery of the faid Sciences in the places where 
they dwell and inhabit, but allb come into the faid 
Cities &c. and there fell their wares, and take away 
the Relief of the inhabitants of the faid Cities &c. 
to the great decay and utter undoing of the inhabi- 
tants of the fame, if fpeedy reformation therein be 
not had in time convenient. (4) For remedy 
whereof and for the better amendment of the 'faid 
Cities &c, to the end that the fame Cities &c. may 
be better able to pay the faid Fee-farms, and alfo 
to bear the other ordinary charges within the lame 
Cities &c. and to furnilh the King and Queen’s 
majefties with numbers of able perfons, like as they 
have heretofore done in times paft, ih times of War. 
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It was enaded. That anyperfbn or perfbns which 
do now inhabit and dwell, or hereafter lhall inhabit 
and dwell in the Country anywhere, or County 
within this Realm of England^ out of any of the 
faid Cities, Boroughs, Towns Corporate or Market 
Towns, from and after the Feaft of St. Michael the 
archangel next coming, not fell or caujeto'be 
fold by retail^ any woollen cloth, Linep Cloth, 
Haberdafliery wares, Grocery wares. Mercery wares, 
at or within any of the faid Cities &c., or within 
the Suburbs or Liberties of the faid Cities, &c., 
within the faid 'Realm of England (except it be in 
open Fairs) upon pain of forfeiting 6 s. Sd. and the 
whole Wares fo fold, proffered and offered to be 
Ibid contrary to the form and intent of this ad as 
above is faid. But all fuch perfbns might fell their 
produds wholefale; and perfons dwelling in the 
Country, but afterwards becoming free of any City 
&c. would be thus placed outlide the operation of 
this ad. And perfons might fell by retail all 
manner of Cloth, Linen or Woollen of our making 
anywhere notwithftanding this ad. “ Provided 
alway that this ad or anything therein contained 
lhall not be prejudicial or hurtful to the Liberties 
and Privileges of the Univerfities of Cambridge and 
Oxfordy or either of them.” 

llorfe Fairs. — 1555. The 2 and 3 Philip and 
Mary, c. 7 related to the facilities for dealing in 
ftolen horles, which it was attempted to cheek by 
having duly appointed fairs for fuch dealings. 
This Ad gave rife to the holding of “Horfe Fairs ” 
feparately from other fairs. The Ad 3 1 of Eliza- 
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beth c. 12 (1589) required a itodfd tc> he kept of 
all hodes fold at fairs. 

Pldgue.~^t 6 %$. The importance njgktly attached 
ftom a fanttary point of view to ; the ^thering of 
large mtildtudes together at faits is manifefted 
in a very ample degree in a Royd Predamation 
iffued by Charles I; dom his Palace at Woodftock 
on the 4th Auguft: 

The Kii^ moft excellent majefty, out of his 
Princely and Chriftian care of his loving fubjedts, 
that no good means of Providence may be negleded 
to ftay the further fpreading of the* great infedion 
of the Plague, doth find it necefiTary to prevent all 
occafions of public concourfe of his people for the 
prefent, till it lhall pleafo Almighty God of His 
goodne^ to ceafe the violence of the Contagion 
which is very difperfed into many parts of the King- 
dom already ; And therefore remembering that there 
are at hand two Fairs offpecial note and unto which 
there is ujually extraordinary re/ort out of all 
parts of the Kingdomyths one kept in Smithfield, 
near the City of London, called Bartholomew Fair, 
and the other near Cambridge called Stourbridge 
Fair, the holding whereof at the ufual times would in 
all likelihood be the occafion of further danger and 
infeSlion in other .parts of the landy which yet in 
Gods mercy ftand clear and free, hath, with the 
advice of his Majefty’s Privy Council, thought 
good, by this open declaration of his pleafiire and 
neceflary commandment, not only to admonifh and 
require all his loving fuBjefts to forbear to refbrt 
for this time to either of the faid two fdrs, ox to 
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any othtr fairs within 50 miles of the fajd City of 
London^ but alfo to enjoin the ;^,thje faid 
Fairs, and others injterei^d in d^ein, qi; any ^qf i^em, 
that they all fwbear to hold, the fud F^, or any- 
thing appertaining so thein,; at all times aosuftomed 
or at any dime, till by Qpd’s goodneis and mercy 
the infe^on of tho Plague fliall ceaJ&vor be ib 
much diminifhed, that his majefty (hall give order 
for holding them ; upon p^ of iu(^ puililhment 
as, for a contempt fp much concerning the univerfal 
fafety of his people, they fhall be adjudged to de- 
lerve, which they mufl mcped to be iiiflidted with 
all feverity : His Majefty defire being intentive 
for preventing the general Infection threatened, as 
he is refolved to {pare no man that fhall be the 
caufe of difperfing the fame. And to that purpofe 
doth hereby further charge and enjoin, under like 
penalty, all citizens and inhabitants of the laid City 
of London, that none of them fhall repair to ary fair 
held within any fart of his^ kingdom^ until it fhall 
pleafe God to ceafe tiie infedtion now' reigning 
amongft them : His lyfajef^’s intention bein^and 
fb hereby declaring himfelf, that no Lord of any 
Fair^ or others interefted in the profits tiiereof, 
fhall by this neceflary and temporary reftrtint, re- 
ceive any prejudice in the right of his or their Fairs, 
or liberties thereunto bplo^ng, anything before' 
mentioned notwitiifUnding. 

Earlier proclamations and orders had prevented 
the holding or had curtfi||ed the period of St. Bar- 
tholomew tiurs on feverd occafions viz. 1348, 1593, 
and 1603 ; and other fwjs had likewife been flayed or 
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poftponed. Thefe will be noticed in dealing with 
fuch fairs fpecifically. 

1630. The Plague was prevailing in Cambridge, 
and a Royal Proclamation was ilTued, dated Aug. 1, 
prohibiting the holding of the " three great Fairs of 
fpecial note, unto which there is an extraordinary 
relprt from all parts of the Kingdom ” viz. thofe 
of Bartholomew, Sturbridge, and Southwark. 

Coinage. — 166-2. The preceding year was that of 
the Reftoration, and it was by Proclamation ordered 
that the coinage of the Commonwealth fliould be 
no longer current than the laft day of November. 
The “ Kingdom’s Intelligencer ” for Aug. 22-25 
this year contained the following : “ Whitehall 
Aug. 23. There hath been a difcovery of divers 
perfons who have coined both gold and filver, and 
of other perfons who have vended the fame in great 
quantities &c. intending to utter the fame to 
Clothiers and at Fairs ; which is publifhed to an 
end that honeft perfons may not be deceived by 
receiving •fuch monies.” 

Sale of Printed Matter^ 6fr. — 1698. In the 9 
and 10 William III. c. 27 — An Ali for Licenftng 
Hawkers and Pedlars &c. fedtion 9 is as follows: 
Provided always . . . That this A< 5 t or anything 
COTitained (hall not Extend to Prohibit any pes&ns 
'from felling of any Afts of Parliament, Forms of 
Prayer, Proclamations, Gazettes, licenfed Alma- 
nacks or other Printed Papers, licenled by autho- 
rity, or any Filh, Fruits or Viftuals ; nor to hinder 
any perfon or perfons, who are the real workers or 
makers of any Goods or W’ares within the Kingdom 
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of Englandy Dominion of WaleSy and Town of Btr~ 
wick upon l^weedy or his her or their Children, 
Apprentices, Agents or Servants, to fuch real 
Workers and makers of fuch Goods or Wares only, 
from carrying abroad, expoling to Sale, or felling 
any of the faid Goods and Wares of his, her, or 
their, own making in any Public Mart, Faifs, 
Markets, or Elfewhere ; nor any Tinkers, Coopers, 
Glaziers, Plummers, Harnefs-menders, ot other 
perfons aftually trading in mending kettles. Tubs, 
Houfehold Goods or Harnefs whatfoever, from 
going about and carrying with them proper mate- 
rials for mending the lame. 

And by Sedbion 12 it is further enadbed : That 
nothing herein contained lhall extend or be con- 
ftrued to extend to hinder any perfon or perfons 
from Selling or cxpofing to fale any forts of Goods 
or Merchandifes, in any public mart. Market, or 
Fair within the Kingdom of Englandy Dominion of 
Wales and Town of Berwick upon ’Tweedy but that 
fuch perfon or perfons may do therein as they law- 
fully might have done before the making of this 
adb ; anything herein contained to the contrary 
notwithftanding. 

Altering the Calendar. — 1751. Under 24 Geo. II. 
c. 2^ — An Alt for Regulating the Commencement of 
the Year; and for correlting the Calendar now in • 
ufey it was provided Sedbion 4 {inter alia) that the 
terms for holding and keeping of all markets, fairs 
and marts, “ whether for the fale of Goods or 
Cattle, or for the hiring of Servants, or for any 
other purpofo, w** are either fixed to certain nominal 
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days of the month, or depending upon the begin* 
ning, or any certain day of any month, & all 
Courts incident & belonging to, or ufually holden 
or kept with any fuch Fairs or Marts, ihould be 
holden & kept upon or according to the fame 
natural days upon or according to V the fame lh‘ 
h^ve been fo kept or holden in cafe this' aft had not 
been made.” 

This^ft was amended by 25 Geo. II. c. 30, 
which enafted that all fuch events as before enume- 
rated were to take place "according to the new 
Calendar.” 
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and other Provifions be enaded in their ftead.” 
And fedion 23 is as follows : And be it enaded 
that in this ad the word “Stage-play” lhall be 
taken to include every Tragedy, Comedy, Farce, 
Opera, Burletta, Interlude, Melodrama, Pantomime, 
or other entertainment of the Stage, or any part 
thereof : Provided always, that nothing herein con- 
tained^ Ij^all be conftrued to apply to any Theatrical 
Reprefentation in any Booth or Show which by the 
Jufticcs of the Peace, or other Perlbns having 
authority in that behalf, fhall be allowed in any 
lawful Fair, Feaft, or cuftomary meeting of the like 
kind. This ad was only to extend to Great 
Britain. 

1 844. The 7 and 8 Vid. c. 24 — An A£i for 
AboUJhing the Offences of Forejialling, Regratingy 
and Engroffingy and for repealing certain Statutes 
faffed in Rejlraint of Trade — enads (fedion 4) 
“ That nothing in this ad lhall be conftrued to 
“ apply to the offence of knowingly and fraudulently 
“ fpreading or confpiring to fpread any falfe rumour, 
“ with intent to enhance or decry the Price of any 
“ goods or merchandife, or to the offence of pre- 
“ venting or endeavouring to prevent by Force or 
“ threats any goods, wares, or merchandife being 
“ brought to any Fair or Market, but that e/ery 
“ fuch offence fhall be inquired of, tried, and 
“ punifhed as if this ad had not been made.” 

1 847. There was enaded lo and 1 1 Vid. c. 1 4 — 
An A£f for confolidating in One A£l certain Provifions 
ufually contained in ASs for ConJlruSing or Regu- 
lating Markets and Fairs — which.however was only 
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to extend to fuch markets or fairs as ftiould be 
authorifed by any Ad of Parliament her^fter to be 
paired, which Ihould declare this Ad to be incor- 
porated therewith ; and then all claufes of this Ad, 
except fo far as they might be varied or excepted 
from fuch Ad were to apply. The details of this 
meafure will fall to be reviewed more in detail under 
Markets. $ 

1868. There was enaded 3 1 and 32 Vid. c. 5 1 — 
jin A£t to amend the Laws relating to Fairs in Eng- 
landandWales — under which** in cafe it Ihould appear 
to the Secretary jof State for the Home Department, 
upon reprelentation duly made to him by the magif- 
trates of any Petty Seffional Diftrid, within which any 
Fair is held, or by the owner of any Fair in England 
and Wales, that it would be for the convenience and 
advantage of the Public that any fuch Fair lhall be 
held in each year on fome day or days other than 
thofe on which fuch Fair is ufed to be held, it lhall be 
lawful for the Secretary of State for the Home De- 
partment to order that fuch Fair lhall be held on 
fuch other day or days as he lhall think fit.” Pro- 
vided notice of fuch reprefentation be duly adver- 
tifed, and alfo notice of order as therein provided. 
(See 1873.) 

A*ad of the fame fefiion (c. 1 2) gave powers to 
facilitate the alteration of days upon which and of 
places at which fairs might be held in Ireland. It 
was upon the fime lines as the preceding. 

Another meafiire of the fame fefiion (c. 106) — 
An As for the Prevention of the holding of unlawful 
Fairs within the Limits of the Metropolitan Police 
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Diftriff — provides that where anyFwr is holden or 
notice given of any Fair propofed to be holden on 
any ground within the Metropolitan Police Diftrid, 
other than that on which a Fair has been holden 
during each of the feven years immediately preced- 
ing, it fhould be competent for the Commiffioner 
of Police to caufe inquiry to be made as to right 
and tit(P to hold fuch Fair, after the manner pro- 
vided by the ad of 1 839. This is defignatcd “ The 
Metropolitan Fairs Ad 1868.” 

1871. There was enaded 34 Vid. c. 12 — /in 
A£t to further Amend the Law relating to Fairs in 
England and Wales — which recites: “ Whereas cer- 
“ tain of the Fairs held in England & Wales are 
" unneceffary, are the caufe of grievous immorality, 
“ and are very injurious to the inhabitants of the 
“ Towns in which fuch Fairs are held, and it is there- 
“ fore expedient to make provifion to facilitate the 
“ abolition of fuch Fairs.” It is then provided that the 
Secretary of State may on reprefentation of magif- 
trates with confent of owner, order fairs to be 
abolifhed. The machinery being the fame as under 
the Ad of 1839 applying to the Metropolitan 
Police Diftrid. This Ad is known as “ The Fairs 
Ad, 1871.” 

1872. The Local Government Board (Ireland) 
Ad 1872 gave (35 and 36 Vid. c. 69, fection 10) 
powers to the governing body of any town, being 
the owners of any fair held therein (under the Local 
Government (Ireland) Ad 1871) with the confent 
of two thirds of the members of fuch governing 
body, and with the confent of the Local Govern- 
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ment Board — and of any perlbn being die owner of 
any fair, with the confent of tl\e laft nanied body — 
to alter and fix the days for holdidg fairs. Notices 
being given as therein prefcribed. 

1 873. The Ad of 1868 was repealed, but almoft 
precifely fimilar provifions were re-enaded by 36 
and 37 Vid. c. 37. The term “ owner ” (ula^asln 
the previous ad and in this) was defined *b mean 
any perfon or perfons, or body of companies, or 
body corporate, entitled to hold any fair, whether 
in relped of the ownerfhip of any lands or tene- 
ments, or undenany charter, letters patent, or other- 
wife howfoever. 

This meafure was not to apply to Scotland or 
Ireland. 

1874. There are a great number of ads relating 
to the fale of Intoxicating Liquors' at Fairs and 
Races. The lateft 37 and 38 Vid. c. 49 (1874) by 
fection 1 8, enads that ** occafional Licences ” are 
required in all fiich cafes, except where the ordinary 
licenfed premifes fall within the boundaries of fuch 
fair or race ground. 



STURBRIDGE FAIR. 


CHAPTER VII. 

ORIGIN. 


HE origin of this Fair — like that of 
moft of the great fairs of the world — 
is involved in obfcurity. The firft 
trace of it is found in a charter granted 
by King John to the Lepers of the 
Hofpital of St. Mary Magdalen at Sturbridge, by 
Cambridge — a fair to be held in the Clofe of the 
Hofpital on the Vigil and Feaft of the Holy 
Crofs. 

The Commiffioners appointed by Edward I. to 
ipake inquiry into the rights and revenue of the 
Crown, vifited Cambridge; and concerning its 
fevcral markets and fairs reported {}nter alia) the 
exiftence of this ^ir to which faA I fhall make further 
‘reference, under date 1278. 

Whatever its origin, it became in a comparatively 
fhort time after the period of which 1 am now 
fpeaking the moft important fair held in Great 
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Britain, and f^me writers have declared — ^without 
much apparent information to guide them — in the 
world. The incidents in its hiilory are fo remark- 
able, and throw lb much light uponthe cuftoms of our 
forefathers, that I propofe to give them in conside- 
rable detail. They have been brought together from 
various fources — the chief being Cooper’s “ .^rtals 
of Cambridge,” compiled by Charles Henr)!/Jooper, 
F.S.A., who held the office of Town Clerk, and 
who confequently had unreftrided acceSs to the re- 
cords. The “ Hiftory and Antiquities of Barnwell 
Abbey,” 1786, has been largely confulted. While 
the ample notes appended to the “ Life of AmbroSe 
Bonwicke,” as edited by Prof. John E. B. Mayor, 
M.A., 1870, have been made available. I have 
followed as beft fuited to the circumftances, a ftridly 
chronological arrangement. 

As queftions continually arife in the progrefs of 
our record regarding the rights of the town of 
Cambridge over the fair, it will be well here briefly 
to indicate how thefe may have arifen. In the in- 
quisition of the Commiffioners already referred to, 
it is recorded that “ the keepers of this Hofpital 
hold twenty four acres and a half of land in Cam- 
bridge field, for the fupport of the Lepers therein 
dwelling according to ancient right and cuftom.” 
From other Sources it appears that the HoSpital 
was at the difpofal of the burgefles of Cambridge 
previous to 1245 ; but that about this time Hugh 
de North wold, the then BiShop of Ely “unjuftly 
got the patronage of it.” The burgefles ftill 
claimed that the advowSbn of the HoSpital “ be- 
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longed by right to them.” The faft probably 
being that the hofpital was eftablifhed by the town, 
before it was converted into a religious Wndation ; 
that upon fuch converlion the Church claimed Ible 
jurifdiftion ; but as the original grant of land was 
not relinquilhed the townfmen ftill aflerted their in- 
tercffc^ and it will be feen, in the end — and after 
centuneV, of conflift — obtained it. See 1 544. 

There is a further element of confliA, of a far 
more pertinacious charader than the preceding, 
running almoft entirely through our fix centuries of 
record — ^and this is with the Univerfity, as diftin- 
guilhed from the Town, of Cambridge. It was the 
cuftom to grant to Univerfity towns very large 
powers regarding the food fupplies, i.e. the control 
of the markets ; as alfo, and necelTarily, the control 
of the morals, and therefore the amufements, of the 
fcholars. Such a fair as that of Sturbridge alFeAed 
alike the food fupplies, and the moral diicipline of 
the ftudents; and hence the whole machinery of 
the Univerfity was put in force to fecure and main- 
tain control. It is in this view that many of the 
detmls of the Univerfity Proclamation of the Fair 
(fee 1548) can alone be explained. On the other 
hand the Town authorities always had in view their 
rights over the Lepers Hofpital ; and hence their 
reverfion in the tolls of the fair. Other points 
will make themfelves apparent ; but thefe are the 
broad views from which many of the following 
incidents have to be regarded. 

Name of the Fair . — ^The firft point of interefl; is 
the name of the Fair. It is occafionally fpelled in 
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fuch a manner as to be entirely mifleading as to its 
locality ; and hence many have come to regard it 
as being in the weftern, inflead of the eaftem part 
of the kingdom. The filing indeed has varied 
much at difierent periods. The original defignation 
was Sterelbrigg, fo called from the little river of 
Stere., or Sture flowing into the Canty near^Gam- 
bridge. There have been feveral fancifu/ origins 
afligned by thole who were too indolent to in- 
velligate proper Iburces : fuch as (by Bloomfield) 
that it was derived from the toll paid for all young 
cattle, or fleers palling over the bridge! I have 
throughout this record followed the fpelling of the 
authorities under quotation. 



CHAPTER VIII, 


CHRONOLOGY, THIRTEENTH TO FIFTEENTH 
CENTURIES — STURBRIDGE. 

1278. 

0 HE Commiffioners of Edward I. (al- 
ready referred to) returned upon in- 
queft that King John had granted 
this Fair for the benefit of the Hof- 
pital for Lepers which Hood there. “To the faid 
Holpital belongs a certain Fair, held at the Feaft of 
the raifing and exaltation of the Crols, which con- 
tinues to this eve of Holy Crols, within the meadow 
belonging to the faid Hofpital, which Fair our 
fovereign Lord King John, the predeceflbr of our 
prefent Lord the King, granted to the faid Hofpital, 
for the ufe and fubfiftence of the Lepers dwelling 
therein.” 

1351. A writ was on 3rd OA. directed to the 
Sheriff of Cambridgelhire requiring him to convey 
to the Keeper of the King’s Wardrobe in the 
Tower of Ix>ndon, thirty-fcven ftrait cloths, and 
one cloth of colour, lately feized in the Fair of 
Sterelbrigge to the King’s ufe, by his deputy 
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Alnager, as not being of the allize and which were 
then in the cuftody of the Mayor of Cambridge. 

1376. This year the Corporation of Cambridge 
made an Ordinance, prohibiting any burgefs to take 
Sturbridge Chapel to farm, except to the ufe of the 
mayor and bailifis, or to keep market there, under 
the penalty of 10 marks, or to make anY,|J»ooth 
there, or let any place for the building of^i booth, 
under the penalty of lOf. ; and any butgelles con- 
vidled of a breach of this Ordinance before the 
twenty-four [members of the Common Council] was 
to be depriveji of his freedom at their difcretion. 

1382, The King being informed that many falfe 
weights and meafures had been theretofore ufed in 
Sterefbrigge Fair, to the deception of his fubjedte 
relbrting thereto, iflued a Writ on 3rd Sept, re- 
quiring the Chancellor of the Univerfity to be 
vigilant in exerciling in that fair the powers con- 
ferred on him by the late Charter [1381] refpedting 
weights and meafures. 

Two years later a difpute arofe between the Cor- 
poration and the Univerfity regarding the exercife 
of this right. The King confirmed the privilege of 
the Univerfity. 

1395. Richard II. made order that the Sheriff 
vfts to apprehend all perfons who broke the peace 
in Bernwell Fair, whether fcholars or townfmen. 

1397. On Hoch Tuefday the commonalty of 
Cambridge made Ordinances to the following 
effeft: . . . 

ii. That all burgefies having any booths at the 
Fair of Sterebrigge, and who (hould let them to 
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farm to any outcomers or foreigners for certain fum 
agreed upon between them, fliould pay to the 
mayor and bailifls the third part of Ae fum for 
which the fame fhould be fo let 

iii. That no freeman Ihould occupy two booths 
of one art. 

1416^. The G>rporate Ordinances made by Cam- 
bridge thvS year contain {inter alia) the following : 

Item . . . Every man burgefsofthe town of Cam- 
bridge, may freely have one booth in the fair of 
Stirbridge, without rendering any thing therefore to 
the mayor and bailiffs for the time being, whether 
he occupy it or let it to farm. And that no burgefs 
have in the far aforefaid more than one booth, un- 
lefs he render therefore to the mayor and bailiffs for 
the time being, toll and cuftom as others do who are 
not burgeffes. 

Item. It is ordained on the fame day, that if any 
bailiff or other burgefs of the town aforefaid, in 
future, leafe or lend to any Citizens of London, the 
place for the booth called the Tolbooth, in the fair 
aforefaid, that the bailiffs pay to the commonalty of 
the Town of Cambridge ,^10, and the burgeffes 
lOOJ. for every default, namely tociens quotient^ to 
lofe their freedom. 

Item. The fame day it is ordained that no burgefs 
of the town aforefaid profecute againft any one by 
writ or plains before the Chancellor nor elfewhere, 
for any contrad which can be determined before the 
mayor and bailiffs [in the Piepowder Court ?] nor 
fummon a defendant to the Chancellor, &c., under 
the p^ of every one &c. 40/. to be paid to the 
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commonalty of the town aforefaid, and the lofs of 
his freedom (fee 1427-8). 

Item. The fame day it is ordained^ that no fer- 
jeant of the town aforefaid for the future lhall be 
attorney or of counfel, ’uaith any foreigner ^ againft 
ar^ burgefs of the fame town, in the Court of the 
Town aforefaid, under the pain of 40^., to h>paid 
to the commonalty of the town aforefa'd, tociens 
quociens. See 1575. 

1405. The Corporation of Cambridge enadled 
the following Ordinances : 

Be it remembered, that on the day of eledlion of 
mayor and bailiffe for the town of Cambridge in the 
6th year of the reign of Henry IV., it is ordained 
that every burgefs within the town aforefaid having 
a booth or booths in the fair of Sterbrige, may well 
and lawfully give, fell and furrender the faid booth 
to the ufe of any other burgefs of the fame town, 
before the Mayor and one of the Aldermen of the 
fame town, in the Court there holden on every 
Tuefday in the year, and on every Monday in the 
Court of the Liberty : Provided always that the 
faid booth or booths be furrendered freely, quietly 
and wholly, without condition, annexed or ex- 
prefled, for him and his, according to the cuftom of 
thb borough. And this under the pain or for- 
feiture of the fame booths to the burgelfes of the 
town aforefaid. 

1411. On 15 Nov. John Arondell, cuftos of 
the free chapel of St. Mary Magdalene, otherwife 
called Sturbridge chapel near Barnwell, exhibited 
his bill in the Exchequer againft John Eftex, 
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fadler, John Warwyk, ikiiiner, John Chaucer and 
William Bulh, late bailifls, then prefent in Court on 
their account. In this bill plaintiff averred that he 
and his predeceflbrs^ had immemorially had ftallage 
of all perfons merchandifing upon the Chapel- 
yard, parcel of his chapel, where part of the fair of 
Sturfe*jdge was accuftomed to be held, and where 
merchams were accuftomed to ereft their (hops 
during the fair-time. That one Thomas Spryggy 
merchant and Clothier, and other merchants to the 
number of 20, would have made their fhops there 
at the fair holden at Sturbridge on, Monday the 
feaft of the Exaltation of the Holy Crofs then pre- 
ceding, and would have paid the ftallage 6 s. %d, each 
but that the late bailiffs unjuftly and by colour of 
their office would not permit the merchants to build 
their Ihops in the Chapel-yard by which he loft his 
ftallage amounting to 10 marks, to the difherfion of 
the chapel, and to his damage of ,^10. The defen- 
dants by their plea, after protefting that the chapel 
was founded within the time of memory and that 
the bailiffs of Cambridge were feized of ftallage of 
merchandize brought to the fair, denied that the 
cuftos or his predeceflbrs were feized of fuch ftal- 
lage. On this plea iffue was joined, and a verdid 
returned in favor of the cuftos whofe damages wSre 
affefTed at 5 marks with ,^10 cofts. The proceed- 
ings in this caufe were exemplified by letters under 
the Exchequer feal, tefted by John Cokayn Chief 
Baron, on the 4th March 1412- 13. 

1419. At this time there was a fuit pending be- 
fore the King’s Council between the Chancellor and 
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Scholars of the Univerfity, and the mayor, aider- 
men and citizens of London, each of whom claimed 
the Cuftody of Affize and aflay of Bread, wine and 
beer, and the fupervifion of the meafures and 
weights of the citizens of Loncfon coming to Stur- 
bridge fair. On the 14th July the King (Henry V.) 
difefted letters patent to Sir Wm. Afenhull, Jjnt. 
IherifF of the County, commanding him to -i^ercife 
the before-mentioned cuftody and fupervifion over 
the citizens of London in the fair of Sturbridge, 
till the matter was decided, and requiring the liti- 
gating parties to aftift the Sheriff. 

From the accounts of the Priories of Maxtoke 
(Warwickfhire) and of Bicefter (Oxon) during the 
reign of Henry VI. it is feen that the monks laid in 
yearly ftores of various common neceffaries, at this 
fair — diftant at leaft one hundred miles from either 
monaftery. Wharton (“ Hift. of Englifh Poetry ”) 
commenting on this faftlays: “ It may feem furprifing 
that their own neighbourhood, including the Cities 
of Oxford and Coventry could not fupply them 
with commodities neither rare nor coftly, which 
they thus fetched at a confiderable expenfe of car- 
riage.” But he remembers that it was a rubric in 
fome of the monaftic rules De Euntibus ad Nundinas. 

♦423. In the parliament of Henry VI., this year, 
the following petition was prefented : 

Prien the wife and worthi Communes, that for 
as muchell as in the Citee of London, and in the 
Suburbes ther of, diverfes perfones occupying the 
craft of Brauderie, maken divers werkes of Brauderie 
of unfuffifaunt ftuff, and unduely wrought, as well 
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upon Velowet, and Cloth of Gold, as upon all other 
Clothes of Silk wrought with Gold or Silver of 
Cipre, and Gold of Luk, or Spaynyfsh laton togedre, 
and fwich warkes, fo untrewely made by Iwiche 
perfones aforefaid, dredyng the ferche of the war- 
dens of Braudene in the faid Citee of London, kepen 
ands-Xenden unto the fayres of Sterelbrugg, Ely, 
Oxent^ and Salefbury, and ther thei outre hem, 
to greet defeit of our Ibverain Lord the Kyng, and 
al his peple. That it like oure ibverain Lord the 
Kyng, wyth his Lordes Spirituell and Temporell, in 
this prefent Parlement, to ordeyne J)y ftatute, that 
all the werk of Brauderie ib undwely made as above 
is declared, be forfait to oure ibverain Lord the 
Kyng. And that the Wardeins of Brauderes of 
the faid Citee of London, for that tyme beyng may, 
by auftorite of this prefent parlement, have warant 
by patent to make ferche of all werk of Braderie 
put to felle at the faid faires of Stereibrugg, Ely, 
Oxenford and Saleibury, and thoo werkes of Brou- 
derie there founden unfuflifant, to forfaite and 
arrefte to the ufe of our Soverain Lord the Kyng, 
as ofte tymes as fuch werk be founde. 

To which anfwer was made ; 

Be it enaded that all works and ftuif with gold 
and filver broidery of Cyprus or Gold ofeLukq or 
with laton of Spain, and fold to the deceit of the 
fubjedts of the King, be forfeited to the King, or to 
the Lords and to others having franchifes of fuch 
forfeitures, in which franchifc fuch works be found. 
And that this enactment endure only until the next 
parliament. 
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The valuable commodities Ibid at this fair are 
here in part indicated. 

Same year the commonalty of Cambridge, on the 
Thurfday after the Nativity of the Virgin made an 
Ordinance to this cflfeft ; 

That the bailiff of the Bridge fhould not take toll 
for carriage, nor ftall-pence nor cuftom, frovii''lhe 
bridge, nor elfewhere (except in the fair) for mer- 
chandife coming to the fair of Sterbrigg, from the 
vigil of the nativity of the blefled Mary until the 
fair was ended. 

1425. The accounts of Richard Parentyn prior 
of Burchefter, in Oxfordfhire, and Richard Albon 
canor and burfar of that houfe, for the year ending 
Michaelmas, contain feveral items which fhew the 
varied and extenlive trade of Sturbridge fair about 
this time : For the expenfe of Albon in going to 
and from Sterifbrugge fair for five days with three 
horles to buy victuals &c. 1 1$. 6d. is charged. The 
following articles are alfo dated to have been pur- 
chafed here : ” Three collars, one bade [a rufh 
collar for cart-horles] and three headdalls ^s lo^d 
“ a bolt [long narrow piece] of red fay [filk] for 
making a cope 4s %d " “ Six edregbords [Eadern 
boards] viz Waynfcots 2S 3 ^/”; roo halfwax- 
fyclte [dried filh ?] 21 J.; ” “324 lbs of Spanifh iron,^ 
with the portage of the fame 1 8r ^d ” 

1459. Richard Andrewe, alias Spycer, burgefs 
of Cambridge by his will dated 30 Aug. be- 
queathed to the mayor and bailifls of that town 
80 marks to be kept in a ched there provided, and 
portions thereof lent on loans from time to time in 
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fums not exceeding a6j. %d. To the keepers of this 
Cheil he gave, three booths and certain booth- 
ground in Sturbridge Fair, and a houfe in St. An- 
drew’s parifh abutting on Preachers’ lane, the profits 
to be applied to the celebration of his anniverfary 
in Great St. Mary’s Church, to be diftributed in 
vaHo^ fmall charities there fpecified. See Cooper’s 
** Aniwls,” i., p, 210. 

1464. By 4th Edward IV. c. 8 power is given 
to the Wardens of the Company of Horners to 
fearch for defeftive wares in London and twenty-four 
miles round, alfo in the fairs of Sturbridge and Ely, 
and to feize defeAive manufadtures and bring the 
fame before the Mayor of London or the Mayors 
or Bailifis of the aforefaid fairs, for the time being. 
In 1609 this adl was revived by 7 James I. c. 14, 
fee. 2. The adt was repealed in 1 8 56. 

1487. The Corporation of London made an Or- 
dinance prohibiting the freemen of that City to go 
to any fair out of the City with any manner of 
merchandife to fell or barter. This Ordinance was 
repealed by adt of parliament in the preamble of 
which it is recited that there “ be many fairs for the 
common Weal of your faid liege people, as at Salif- 
bury, Briftol, Oxenford, Cambridge &c.” If this 
order of enumeration had any reference to the rela- 
tive importance of the fairs (which I fufpedl it had 
not) it puts this fair only fourth. This adt has 
already been fet out in detail in Chapter V. 

This year Sir Wm. Littlebury alias Horn, 
citizen and falter, and alfo Lord Mayor of London, 
gave 500 marks towards repairing the highways be- 
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tween London and Cambridge. This was probably 
in view of benefiting thofe attending the fairs. 

1496. On 20th July Katherine Cooke widow of 
John Cooke fbme time mayor, granted to the 
mayor, bailifis, treafiirers, and burgefies and their 
fuccefibrs, to the ufe of the Treafijry of the Town 
of Cambridge, three booths fituate in the Soper’s 
lane, the Chepe, and the Petimercerye, in Ster- 
brigge fair. To the intent that the Treafiirers 
fiiould perpetually uphold yearly on the 25 Feby., 
a ipecial dirge and mafs in the parifh Church of St. 
Mary the Virgin next the market for the fouls of 
John Cooke and William Colies, and Katherine, 
Joan, and Lucy their wives, and pay to the bell- 
man for going about the town for the faid fouls \ 
with other fmall bequefts to the poor &c. Cooper’s 
" Annals,” i., p. 246. 
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to obferve and keep a yearly dirge in the Church 
of St. Benedidb, on the firft Wedntfday of the 
l^alends of May, and other Ipecified obfervances of 
a religious chara«Slcr. 

1510. There was a fuit between Kings Lynn 
and Cambridge regarding Toll at this fair. How 
the matter was then difpoled of does not anpi&r. 
See 1541. 

1517. Mifunderftandings having arifen between 
the Town of Cambridge and the Prior and Con- 
vent of Barnwell the matter was referred to arbi- 
tration, and the Award determined that the town 
for evermore Ihould have hold and enjoy, keep and 
maintain the fair as well within the faid town of 
Barnwell dec, as in all other lands and fields of the 
faid prior and convent, lying on the eaft between 
the faid monaftery and town of Barnwell, and a 
bridge called Sturbridge, from the feaft of St. Bar- 
tholomew unto the feaft of St. Michael in Sept. , 
and that they and their farmers might, without let 
or moleftation of the faid prior and convent, build 
ftalls, Ihops, &c, the mayor &c throwing down 
all banks, chimneys, &c within four days after 
Michaelmas, and provided that all fuch farmers 
of any houfe or fhop letten by the Prior and 
Cotfrent fhould pay but one fhilling by the year 
to the mayor &c for his and their houfe and 
fhop. “Hift. and Antiq. of Sturbridge Fair,” 
P- 77 - 

1519. A difpute which had arifen between the 
mayor, bailiffs, and burgefles of Cambridge and 
the mayor, burgefles, and comburgefles of North- 



70 Sturbridge Fair. 

amptoHy as to the claim of the freemen of the latter 
town to exemption from toll in Sturbridge Fair, was 
referred to the arbitrament of Sir Richard Elliot, 
and Sir Lewis Pollard, Juftices of the Common 
Pleas, who on the 4th. June awarded that the Cor- 
poration of Northampton ftiould pay ioj. yearly to 
the Corporation of Cambridge in full fatisfadion of 
all toll and cullom due from the freemen of North- 
ampton, for all manner of ftuff, barrelled ware, and 
other merchandife, brought by them to Sturbridge 
fair, and all other paflages and carriages through 
and by the town of Cambridge, at all times of the 
year, or and belides twopence for every cart laden 
with their ftulF going out of the fair. A deed of 
Covenant founded on this award was entered into 
by the two Corporations on the 10th of July. “Corp. 
Crofs. Book.” 

1521. About this time there were proceedings 
in the Court of the Duchy of Lancafter by the 
tenants of Hertford, againft Richard Clark mayor 
of Cambridge, who was complained againft for 
feizing for toll in this fair. 

A little later there was a like fuit pending be- 
tween the tenants of the Duchy in Walden, and 
the bailiffs of Cambridge. A decree in favour of 
the Exemption was made in Eafter term 1524.* 

1533-4. The Heads of the Univerfity claimed 
the following rights in the Fair : 

1. The Pro«ftor’s Commiffary and other officers 
of the univerfity keep a court in the fair, becaufe it 
is within the fuburbs of Cambridge, and the univer- 
fity are clerks of the market, and have the over- 



Firji tialf of the Sixteenth Century, 7 1 

fight and correction of weights and meafures, and 
victuals in the fair. 

2. They hold plea in the faid court of contracts 
and trelpafles made within the laid fair as without, 
which was one of the things agreed upon in a com- 
pofition with the town, viz. that the univerfity 
Ihould have the like privileges there as the mayor. 

3. They hear and determine pleas perfonall as 
well between fcholars, fcrvants, as all foreigners and 
others of the kings fubjeCts, if a fcholar or fcholars 
fervant be one party by the commiflary in the fair 
court by the order of the civil law by witnefe or 
otherwife, excepting in caufes relating to victuals, 
wherein they determine according to the common 
or ftatute law. 

4. They make proclamation in the faid fair be- 
fore the proclamation of the mayor of Cambridge, 
by virtue of the King’s letter patent as confervators 
of the peace, and as having the overfeer of victuals 
which is the firft thing fold in the fair. 

5. The Procters fearch all manner of filh as well 
falt-filh as other, pewter, brafs, &c, haires, girth- 
webb, filks, furs, beds, and all upholftery wares, 
fpices and grocery, rape-feed, muftard-feed, fuftians, 
worfteds, fago, honey, foap, oil, tallow, wax &c. 
brought to be fold in the laid fair, and take the 
forfeitures of the fame when faulty &c. This 
they do by virtue of royal charters. 

6. The Procters by virtue of the King’s writt 
directed to the univerfity, and as clerks of the 
market are the proper gaugers in the fair to gauge 
all manner of barrelled wares brought to be fold. 
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and take the ufual fees allowed by the law for the 
fame> as alfo for weighing, viz. of every one that 
bringeth falmon or any thing of like natxire to be 
fold, lid. for every laft gauging. For every iaft 
of oil gauged iid. Item, for every laft of foap 
weighing and guaging i id. For every laft of honey 
weighing and gauging 4J. &c. and the fines and 
forfeitures for want of weight and meafure. 

7. The Taxers take of all vidtuallers in the fair 
a greater or lefter fum according as they can ^ree 
for breach of the affize of bread and beer which 
they fell in the fair. N.B. This taken in lieu of 
heavier penalties which the offending victualler in- 
currs, and the taxers may lawfully inflict, for fuch 
offence. 

8. For every cart load of oats to be fold in the 
ftur they take 4^. &c. 

This declaration of rights and privileges was in 
reply to charges made by the town againft the 
Univerfity— twenty-three in all, amongft which was 
( 1 5) of that of holding Avithin the town a Civil Court 
weekly whereat they held plea of all manner of 
contrafts and actions perfonal, as well between 
foreigners as burgeffes, and hold proceedings in 
the Civil law in derogation of the King’s Crown. 
All this the Univerfity replied they did by the 
King's Charter. That {16) they had excommunicated 
two of the mayors of the town. To which anfwer 
was, they did this for perjury ! They had punifhed 
a foreftaller of honey from Banbury. They had 
punifhed a burgefs for felling tallow to a merchant 
at Lynn (20). Admitted — •** There was mucl^ 
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talow conveyed owte of Cambridge fo as the 
Kyngs people myght have no candle fufficient.” 
The anlwers to the charges had been given verbally 
in St. Mary’s Church, and record taken. There 
was much commotion on the occalion, but after- 
wards “ all dranke together at the Pompe Taverne, 
and the Unyverfyte payd for all.” See 1534. • 

Same year, 7th Sept. Princefs Elizabeth (after- 
wards the famous Queen) was ^rn at Greenwich. 
Intelligence was brought to the mayor by the 
Queen’s minftrels, during the time of the fair, and 
was there celebrated by bonfires and rejoicings. In 
the accounts of the treafurer of the borough for that 
year are thefe items ; 

Itemy payed to the C^enys mynftrells that 
brought letters to Mr. Mayer of the birthe of the 
Pryncefle vj. 

Item, paid for ij loads woode for gaudes at the 
bone fyer in Stirrebygge fayer made in certain 
places within the faid fayer iijj x^. 

Itemy for iiij galonns wyne fpent at the faid 
Gaudes ijj viij^. 

1534. There was enaded the 25 Henry VIII. 
c. 4 — An AHe agaynft Forjllyng and regraytyng of 
Fyfshe — which recited previous ads againft forftal- 
ling viduals and other merchandife in the markets 
and fairs of the kingdom, "which former Statutes 
not only for lake of due exeucion of the fame but 
alfo for lake of condigne punyfshement in the feid 
Statutes conteyned be lytill feared or regarded ; for 
dyverfe and many of the Kinges fubjedes contrary 
t<f the meanpg of the faid Eftatutes nothing re- 
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gardyng the diipleafure of Allmyghty God and of 
the Kynges Highnes, ne yet the love and charitie 
that they ought to have to theire heyghbours and 
commen welthe of this Realme, for theire pryvate 
lucre and finguler avayle cojnmenly in evjry mar- 
kett and fayre within this Realme doo forftail and 
regrate all maner of viftuall as come wynes fyfshe 
and fleftie, and elpecially in Sturbruge fayre, Seynte 
Ives faire, and fayre, being the moft not able fair es 
within this Realme for provyjions of fyfshe^ and 
mooli to the releff of the Kynges subjedles yf fuch 
forftallyng and regratyng myght be fett on fyde,” 
&c. &c. 

After ten years experience of its mifchievous 
tendency this aclwas repealed (1544). 

The dilputes between the Univerfity and the 
town ftill continuing, a grace was this year pafled 
empowering fuch parties as were therein named to 
anfwer determine and conclude all fuch controver- 
lies as Ihould be propounded by the mayor and 
burgelTes before the Lord Chancellor and the Duke 
of Norfolk ; and by another Grace, proftors were 
appointed on the part of the Univerfity to anfwer 
in all caufes before the King’s Council. On the 
124th July the parties on both fides met at Lambeth 
Palace, where it was decreed by the faid Lordes 
“ that Styrbridge Faire was in the Subarbes of 
" Cambridge, and that the Vice-chancellor or his 
“ commyfary might kepe courte cyvyll therfor plees 
“ wheare a Ibolar was the one party, //m, that in 
“ the fame faire the univerfity lead the overfight, 
“ corredlion and punylhemente of all weightes and 
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“ mefures, of all maner of viftayll, of all Regreators 
“ and Foreftallers. Item^ It was determyned that 
“ fpyces be vytaill.” The expences of the Univer- 
fity this year for journies to London &c, in con- 
fequence of the difputes with the townlmen 
amounted to nearly j^8o. 

There was ftill fome further controverfy on 'the 
point, in which Thomas Crumwell, Secretary of 
State, took part. See Cooper’s “ Annals of Cam- 
bridge,” i. 373. 

1639. In Hilary term John Baker the King’s 
Attorney Geinpral filed an information in the Court 
of King’s Bench againft the mayor, bailiffs, and 
burgelles, charging that they for four years, and 
more then laft paft, had ufed to have a mart <jr 
fair at Barnwell and Sturbridge, on the morrow of 
St. Bartholomew the Apoftle, and continuing from 
that time till the fourteenth day after the exaltation of 
the Holy Crofs, with all liberties and free cuftoms 
to the faid mart or fair belonging and appertaining; 
alfb to have and hold by their fteward and other 
minifters a Court of Piepowder, and by colour of the 
fame to attach difquiet and aggrieve the fubje<5bs of 
the King reforting to the faid fair, as well by their 
bodies as by their goods and chattels, and take from 
the King’s fubjeds divers fines and amerciaments, 
and to apply the fame to their own ufe ; and alfo 
to have all forfeitures and royalties whatfoever 
within the precindks of the faid mart or fair during 
its continuance ; all which liberties and franchiles 
they ufurped upon the King and his prerogative 
royal, to his great prejudice and damage and in 
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contempt of his crown. Procefs was thereupon 
awarded, requiring the mayor, bailiffs, and bur- 
gefles to anfwer this information, and to fhow by 
what warrant they claimed thefe liberties and fran- 
chifes. They fuffered judgment againft them by 
default, and the liberties and franchifes in the in- 
formation fpecified, were feized into the King’s 
hands. 

This proceeding was confequent upon the diflb- 
lution of monafteries ordered in the preceding year 
— the original grant of the fair having been made as 
we have feen to a religious houfe. The Corpora- 
tion prayed for a new charter, and agreed to pay 
1,000 marks for the fame. The Charter was 
gfanted, but the money, on the authority of 
Cooper Annals,” i., 393)> was not paid for many 
years afterwards. The fair however was regularly 
held. The Charter is a very lengthy document ; 
and as the grant was confirmed half a century later 
by the charter of Elizabeth (1589), which I fhall 
have occafion to notice in fome details for reafons 
then appearing, I fhall not dwell upon the prefent 
one. 

1541. By 33 Henry VIII. c. 39 — The Bill for 
Town of Lynne towcbing the revoking of two Fairs — 
it is recited For fo much that as well the burgefles 
and inhabitants of the faid borough of King’s Lynn, 
as many and (hvers other perfbns dwelling near the 
faid borough have made regrated and gotten into 
their hands and pofleffion great numbers of fait fifh 
as ling, lob, fait falmon, fhellfifh and herring, ‘‘ to 
d^^et hindraunce and lofs of many of the King’s 
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fubjefts that yerely have repayred and com to Styr- 
bige fair Ely faire, & other Fayres & marketts in 
the Countie of Cambryge & Huntyngton and other 
(hyres for the provyfion of lalt fyftie, & Heryng for 
theire houfeholdes, & for the provifion of dyverfe 
other fhires within this Realme of Englande, whiche 
regratyng is contrary to a comen welth and to 
dyverfe ftatutes in that cafe providede, and contrari 
to the good entente and meanyng of the graunt 
of the laid Fayres and marte ” It is enad;ed that 
the grant of the faid Fairs to King’s Lynn be and 
was thereby repealed. 

1542. Leland in his famous “ Itinerary” at this 
date records ; The brothers of Sturbridge poflels 
an antient houfe in that part where is the Fair 
for the fale of woollens, commonly called tKe 
Duddery.” 

1 544. On 27 Sept. Thomas Biftiop of Ely, the 
Dean and Chapter of the Cathedral Church of the 
Holy and Undivided Trinity of Ely, and Chriftopher 
Fulneby, incumbent of the Free Chapel of St. 
Mary Magdalene called Styrrebrige in the County 
of Cambridge, demifed to the mayor, bailiffs, bur- 
gefles, and commonalty of the town of Cambridge, 
the aforefaid free Chapel, with all glebe lands, tene- 
ments, meadows, paftures, booths, and booth 
grounds, ftandings, liberty of building booths, rents, 
hereditaments, oblations, commodities and profits 
(except the advowlbn, patronage, and donation of 
the faid free chapel) for 60 years at the rent of 
per annum. 

By means of this the entire temporal control of 



78 St ur bridge Fair. 

the fair merged into the Corporation of Cam* 
bridge. 

1546. There appears to have been fome fuit 
pending at this time regarding the Fair, for at a 
meeting of the Corporation of Cambridge Robert 
Chapman and feven others were appointed to com- 
mune and determine what they thought beft to be 
done for Sturbridge Fair, and how the charges of 
the fuit therof ftiould be borne, and all other things 
concerning the fame. Vide “ Corporation Common 
Day Book.” 

1547. At the Common Day held on Friday 
after the Aflumption it was ordered that the Bailiffs 
fhould enter their wards at this Fair on the 6th 
Sept, yearly, at 5 o’clock in the morning, and fhould 
pay as follows: for the Bridge ward ;^i8, for the 
Market ward ^^12, and for the High ward 13. 

The proctors of the Univerfity upon frefh com- 
plaints made going their rounds one night “ had 
taken certain evil perfons in houfes of fin,” and had 
brought them to the Tollboth, in order to commit 
them there. But having lent to the mayor for the 
keys, he abfblutely refufed to part with them. So 
they were fain to carry their prifoners to the caftle, 
where they left them in cuftody. But the mayor’s 
fori, after an hour or two let them all out, “ to ce- 
turn if they pleafed to their former lewdnefs ; to the 
breach of the law ; and the affront of the magiftrate.” 
This led to further difagreements. 

By an Order of the Privy Council dated 3rd Oft. 
this year the mayor and underfheriff of the County 
were required not only to acknowledge before the 
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Vice-chancellor, heads of colleges and proftors, 
that they had interfered with the privileges of the 
Univerfity in this fair, but alfo “ that the mayor in 
common hall fliall openly, among his bretheren, 
acknowledge his wilfull proceeding.” The breach 
confifted of John Fletcher, the mayor, having re- 
fufed to receive into the tolbooth [prifon] certoin 
perlbns of “ naughty and corrupt behaviour,” who 
were prifoners taken by the proftorsof the Univer- 
fity, in the laft Sturbridge Fair ; wherefore he was 
called before the Lords and others of the Council, 
and his fault therein “ fo plainly and juftly opened ” 
that he could not deny it, but did “ fincerly and 
willingly confefs the faid fault.” Dyer’s “ Privileges 
of Cambridge,” i. p. iii. 

About this time Nicholas Elton, burgefs of Cam- 
bridge by his will devifcd a booth in Sturbridge 
fair to the mayor, bailiffs and burgefles, after the 
death of his wife — It is fuppofed for charitable, 
purpofes. 

There had been fome fuggeftion that the Univer- 
fity Ihould fell their privileges in the Fair to the 
Corporation — fee 1858. 

1 548. The following is the Proclamation ufed by 
the Univerfity of Cambridge about this date in 
“Crying the Fair”: 

The Crye in Sturbridge Payer. 

Wee charge & ftraightlie comaund in y' name of 
y' Kinge of England o' Soveraigne Lord, and in y‘‘ 
name of my Lord Chauncell' of y' Univerfitie of 
Cambridge, y* all manner of fchollers, Schollers Ser- 
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vants, and all pther perfons in this Payer, and the 
precinA of y* lam^keepe the Kings peace, & make 
no fraye, cry, owtafTe, [“out alas!”, old exclama- 
tion(?)] Ihrekinge, or any other noyfe, by y* which 
Infurations, Conventicles, or gatheringe of people 
may be made in this Payer, to y® trouble vexinge 
and difquietinge of y* Kings leage people or lettinge 
of the officers of y® Univerlity to exercife there 
offices, under the payne of Imprilbnment & further 
puniihment as the offence fhall require. 

Al/o wee charge & comaund, that all manner of 
Schollers, and Schollers fervants we^ no weapon, 
to make any fraye upon any of y* Kings people, 
neither in commge nor in goinge from this Payer, 
under y* payne of banifhment. 

Aljo yfte charge & comaund, y‘ all manner of 
ftraungers, that come to this Payer, that they leave 
theire weapons at theire Innes, that y® Kings peace 
4nay be the better kept and for y® occafion enfue- 
inge of the fame, under the payne of forfettinge of 
their weapons, and further puniihment, as the 
offence fhall require. 

yilfo wee charge & comaund, in y® Kings name 
of England, & in y® name of my Lord Chauncellor 
of y® Univerlity, fhall all manner of Bakers, y‘ bake 
to fell, that they make 2 loofes for a penny, arid 4 
for another, good paft, good bowltell, & lawfull 
fyfe, after as grayne goethe in y* markett, & every 
baker y* baketh to fell, have a marke upon his bread, 
whereby it may be knowne who did bake it, under 
y' payne of forfeiture of his bread. 

/i/fo wee charge & comaund, that all common 
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wonietii 

of y'femej'^ 

fubjefis nifty: ^ may 

be the better y* paytf of -im- 

prifonnid^v - ; ■ V\ / 

Alfa that ^ Bakers Ihall obferve and ke^ fuehe 
fyzes of bread as fh^ be given them by the officers 
of y Umvaffity, under y* payne of forfeiture of 
theire bread, if it happen any Baker to be founde 
fawde in any article apperteymnge to unlawful! 
bread accordinje to y* Kings lawes, that dien fiich 
bakery after 3 monitions^ fhall be imprifbned & 
punifhed on y* pillory, accordinge to y‘ lawes of o' 
Sovereigne Lord y" Kinge. 

. Alfa that no Brewer fell into the Payer nowe 
here within y‘ precind of y* Univerfide, a Barrell 
of good Ale above 2 s: ; And a Barrdl of Hoftell 
Ale above idjd.; no lotige Ale, nored Ale^ no ropye 
Ale, but good and holfome for mans body, under 
y* payne of forfeyture. And y* every Brewer have 
a mark upon his Barrel!, whereby it may be known 
who owneth it, under y” payne of impriibnment 
aiid fyne at y* difcredon of y* officers of y* Uni- 
verfitie. 

Alfo f vfetY Barrell of good Ale hold and con- 
teyne xiiij gallon^ xiij gallons of cleere Ale, and 
one gallon for tlte reft : and the Hoggett vij gallons, 
that is to %, fixe gallons, and one pottel of cleare 
Ale, and dte nefidew of refti under thepayn of for- 
feit, and further puniftiment after the diftretion of 
the officers of the Univerfitie. 
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^ mi. 

n^ pin^ Aig^on 

of goc^ Aie Of i^: Hofl^ 

do aboyie;|f^A bdue of 

do^t>te / be^ ftteVe i^j A ^ Angle 

be^ abov^ ij d, undtt Ac payn of xij di for every 
tyine, ; - .v'.;' V' 

Ai^ Aat IK) Tipler or gauges feU by oAcr mea- 
fure than by gallon, pottle, quarts pint, and halfe 
pint, under Ae payne of nj d. for every tyme. 

Jlfo where great detriment, hurts^ lAd deceites 
have beene to Ae Kings fubjeftes in tymes pad, by 
reaibn of lalfe and unlawfull meafure, brought by 
Potters and oAer perlbns to bee fould in tlus fayre 
and the precind: of Ae fame ; for avoyAnge Aere- 
fore Ae Ayd hurts and untrew meafures, wee 
Aaighdie charge and comauttd that every Potter, 
and all oAer perfons as bring fuch pots to bee 
fould in this fiyA, or the precind; of Aeiame, that 
ye and all oAer from hensforA lell and buy trew 
goods and laweAl meafures, as gallons, pottles, 
quartes, pmtes and halfe pints, under the payne of 
imprifonnuint, and that to remdn till Aey have 
made fyne at Ae will of Ae fayd officers^ ^ 

Aljb if any Qruer be found fiuty in any of the 
premilTesader AatheehaA bene iij Amerced, 
then y* imd brewer AiA b^ comited to prifon, there 
to remayne till hee: have fined at Ae will of the 
Alicers of the Univerfitye^ 
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Aljo 




jVfvjK »i* ! T^ Wi* I 


breww.j^;;Kki^iflj^^ 

theire « may y* better be 

ktiowne^under -f paynboif imprirohmeniv * 
diat e^?e^ Ymtojai^, i^t badi« wyne to {m 
in tUa’iaytt> as! white w Clarett 

wyne, Gaikya wyne, mamfey, or any other wyne, 
that they (Hi ho dearer than they doe at London^ 
except a ob. in^a gdion towards y* carriage; and y‘ 
every ^ntener have theire potts and theire meafures 
fyied and eniealed after the ftandard of the Univer- 
fitie, under y* payne of forfeiture, and theire bodyes 
to pri(bn. 

Alfa that all perfons that brin^sth linge fylhe fait 
fylhe, ftocke fyfhe, or any other fait fylhe, to fell 
in this hiyre, or within y* precindt of y* lamej that 
they fell no rott fylhe, no burnt fylhe, no ruftie 
fylhe, but good, lawfull, and holefeme Ibr man’s 
body, under y* payhe of forfeiture of y* fyihe and 
theire bodyes to prylbni 

Alfa all manner of perlbns which have famon 
herringe or eels to fell in this layer, that y* velTels 
callod Butts, Barrells, half Barrells, and iirkin^ you 
fell none of them before they be fene and fearched. 


& y» y* butt hold and conteyne 84 Gallons, well 
and trulie packed upon payne for every but^ 
barrell, half barrell lb lackinge theire laid meafure 
\/} s. iiij d. And y‘ y* great fehnon be well and trulie 
packed by itfelf, without meddlinge of any grills, or 



all 



-the 

jifi that that bvi^ frefli 

fiih to j^lfra .to .f^^.a$.IHk«,.Ten<^, Rbch^^ 
perche, fanjTj oi^ fi&ts, ^t the filhe 

be quiclto an^ 

aqcordiog to ^^C^thetebf iq^de, under the 
payne prforifeitd^, and their bodyto to^ 

^j^ diat every butchetii tbat b^ deih to fell 

in thia faire that he brii^ no 

muireynis^ no lnflhier% ; [foul or uhwhplefome 
meat (?)] Imt hwfuJl ami hol^ome for mao’s bodye, 
and that every butter bringe the fide [hide?] and 
the taUpwe pfaljt fiich flefh as hee (hall kil], to fell in 


the fai^ahd thkt^e^ with him the 

liver and of al} fueh ^b^ 

.payne of^tfeitot^' „.. v-'-:;' 

Mjo dint eyi^ B^er thati bakfdi hprTe Bread to 
feU ,tl»t fcr A p^ny, after good 

and Aiall be g^ven 

them, and ; of good peale beanes 

and other ' 

Ihall b^ b^er^as Viteil'inhpldeie^ 
olh^, fuch fyfe of horife btead 

as ihall , S jpych the^ by und^ y* 

payne add ptod^l^ Other Bakers is re- 

herfed.':^ i'v'^ -■■?:■. '-.•. / 
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^ th'i^' isUiif'-ahdJ 

y*' ftandaM r^y^' pf 

forfeiti;^^ ftod 

tliat^i^^ toy fneafure, 

as by Bulhelt^ hidf baj^^wke, as 

Sattf Mull^ Se^)^ dr toy that 

theire Bufhdlls half Buihel^ to ^nd 

fealed aftto y* fttodaid of the tJniverfiiie, toder the 
payne of impriilbniheht, tod more punifhment as the 
offence ihall require/^^^^^^ ^ ^ ^ 

^1^ that all perfbns that wiugh have good and 
lawful wdghts fy fed a^ tofealed, and to agree with 
y* ftandtod waight of y* Univetode. 

that no man fhall regwto 'nohe of y^ 
fayd things as Lynge fe|he, Sdt fyfhe;, St^ 
heitinge, Salmon, Pike, tench, flax/ Ofi^era, 
[for ofmunds, a prOpto^dbn for fliffehing linen (?)] 
rolyhj yarne, pittoBir, doth/rior none other things 
of Grocery war^ Or any odier maiehto<^fe in this 
Payer, under payhe of foifeitto^ tod theire bodyes 
to prifon, and td m^ke. fyne as it ihto 
officers ofy* Univdfltie, tod the regfater is he that 
bylth toy of the fayd toidgs afore reherfed, or any 
other maimer of mtochtoffifes of any man in this 
Fayre, and felleth agdih the fayde things ih the fayd 
Fayre, ihhatodeii^.y* price of any of the fkyd thmgs 
more than it was before. 

if theini be toy perlbn that wfll fud for any 
perfbnal adion either for debt, vidualles, injuri add 



diyUie: fikmto 

the mtdaif ftr^ in 

right libetries of the 

fame^^s ^ hlingeth flefhe to 

feu m tl^ m^kett^^^t^ odne of^;* ^allowe 

of aU f^eh a$ to iell in tins 

markett, but to ih^ Rafei&mt and Tallowe chaun- 
dders, aa are dweU^ Uhiver/itie, and 

precind of the lame; and they to y* faid 
TaUdwe m good and lawfaU eandell, lb y‘ y* faid 
Untyerliti^ and Town of Cambridge be in no i^e 
difappomted, but the better ferv & y* you feU not 
a pound of candles above id. and y* y* fayd Butcher 
fell not a fton of Tallowe above viij d. 

Al/o y‘ eveiy Innekeeper y* keepeth Inne, y* he 
have his bpttels .of hey weU and lawfuUie made and 
fyfed and y* every bo^e way vij“. And that ye fell 
hot Ic^ tbah three hOrfe lovj»>good and lawful, for 
a penny, under y* payne of punilhment after the 
diction of y* officers of y^TJniverl^ 

_ Alfo that eyeiy y* bringeth woode to fell 

in this markett, |bat^ i^ good wood, and yf 

it be faggptt, let y' faggot thefof be well filled 
and fiae^ and that eveiye faggott be fuU vij feet 
longe, and every i%gott.^^ t^^ two bonds and 
xli faggotts in a lo^ weU fiUed after y” laid lenght, 
under y* jntyne of forfeiture. 

that every CoUier y* bringeth charecool to 
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.hold 

bipealai^:''bjrtj;^|;|i^vi^ dif- . y* 

officers-;^;, %!: '.for- 

feiture; ;.; . • ' 

Ai^o foat every pwfoii y^ bringeth j^yoe to fell 
in this markett,y*they open not before Tenne ofy* 
clocke, nor to ftand after one of y* clock, under ye 
payne of forfeiture. 

How long this form of Proclamation remained in 
force does not appear, but probably for feveral cen- 
turies later, ^e 1855. , It is feen that regulations 
^inft adulteration and other wrongdoings of 
traders, are not fo modern as is fouietimes fuppofed. 

About this period, and probably earlier, a piece 
of fluff for a gown was bought for every fellow of 
St. John’s College at this fair. See ** Early Stat. of 
St. John’s Col. Cambr.” 1859. 




■ ' . • " . : • ' ■ - ■ ■ ■ ■ i- ■ 

SECOND ^ALP or THE SHCTEEKTH CEj^TURY. 



R Ae prefem of peace 

during the fair the lieutenants and 
.Commiiffioners of the Univerfity or- 
dered a f*ijight watch” to be kept 
by th6 fcholars atid toumfinen. The colleges 
were to^ fupply the watchmen to the number of 
twenty ih the ” to in tedyne^ 

hamelhed aikd wqiohed, befpr>riie bell of S' Johns 
at vii of the deisfc be ceafi^ defawt whereof 


epery college in whohi^^^h^ flial be, to paye 
to the Prot%otha :^i,^^ wheKiMt^^ other' in 

their roms ” . tibat oyer and beyond the laid 
number the >feid CoUeg<» have^^ m redynes other 
xxiiii according to the rate aforefidd. - 
The town paid ^ 

“ for monye j^jent at the watche in; ^bric^e 
fayer.” Thefe watchmen wore red'eoate and Went 
















and OTVW of f ewt»^ WWoS Iwrt of iripScient 
metal> »id which thti]!^ ^^fdre aUeg^^M^^ i<Q'- 
feited* The fearchers of ihe 0nk 
howey^y^t^imed exdu|iye jtuifdiiftu^- ^ F^r, 

and took the pewter froi^ the Wardens^ who ex> 
hihited an information in the Exchequer againft 
one. of the Eiquire Bedels and one of tiie Sduthers; 
but on the a I ft Nov. the Rivy Counol fent the 
following letter to the Wardens : 


Whereas the Univerfitie of bi 

the kings majeftie,knd other his nbb]o;|^l|P^ 
charters, among other things 
. redion, and fbrfeture, of aU pewter that'i^n^^^^^^ 
Sturbrige fayr unmerchantable^ ’ ^ 

Daye and Stephan : Rowlandion intetitiedl^ with 
the ferche therof clayming the mo^ of 
pewter as ther was found forfeted), and^l^ing therof 
denyed have put th to the^^ of 

the efchekyr for tbe ;rbcovery of 
an inh?rmatioh ^ynft J<^n Meref^e of the 

bedels for the ft^d omyeditie» 

pointed with other for the ferche therof afo 

The kings majefties j^jeafum is^^ f^^^^ of the 

layd privilege^ tii^ youe procede no further therin, 

but fatBST^ihe to fbyie : and hang; untyl his 

majefties be ftirtiierrk^^ 

your fufticient warrant ft>r the ^ame/ F 
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From the Kii^; palace of 7* xxi 

■ -'l^otf^beri, ‘ 1 5 i 9 *yv&-'--^ ,■■:■■■ •:' ■■ ■ 

■ ' ■- = >. ■ . 

;■■ Vi. /;;■ 

■ .■■':GiiirNTo»ii/;W.: Pao- T.'-Ei'y* 

• '■ '■ . ■ ■- '■ ■ i.’ "■■- • .1’ ^•!.. 

There ia the . Ki^'s (Edward YI.) 

extant which CqpncU took 

thiscourfe^. .. .; ^. :.•■■■♦•■-' 

Aftre our h^e comendacior^ ; wheras contrary 
to certdn privileges graun^ by the kings majeftie 
and his noble progenitours unto his univerfitie of 
Cambridge oone John Daye and Stephan Roland- 
fon wardens of the craite and miftery of the pew- 
terers mthin the citie of London, have put in a 
certrine information urith you in the King’s courte 
of Thexcheker agaift John Meare oone of the kings 
bedells for the univerfitie of Cambridge for cer- 
trine pewter lea^d unto the king’s ufe at the laft 
Sturbridge feare, his lughnefs’ pleaiure is that you 
proceade no further to judgement therein, but fufire 
the fame to ilay imd hange unrill his majeftie’s will 
be further knowOe, and thefe fhall be your fuffi- 
Cient warrant fbr^^ the fame. Fare you well, frpm 
the kings nmj^e’s palace of Weftniinfier the 22 
of November 1550 

Your loving Trend. 

This lent to the b^ of th’ Exchequer from the 
counlayl. 

Item another to the promotera ut infra by the 
fame counfiiylors. 
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In the accounts of of dils year are the 

foHo'^ng items--->i^ i¥folt: heard 

by the ^tjrt of “re- 

ceyved bi the P^y 

found by jpromotdt” : 

Rychard Lylye of Stow of ThOld • 

[Stow-m-the-Wold]mGIofleter- 
ihew luithe put to ^e contra^ to 
the Statute vii peces of welAe frefe 
and hathe pdd for his fyne to 
Draper the. partye that fued xxs, 
and for the quenes parte . . vi s. 

Recey ved of Mr Caree of Bryftow for 
XV peces of karfey put to fale con- 
trarye to the ftatute ■ . . . hi I. 

And of Maye for felts forfeited . vs. iiii d. 
Receyved of Tho. Mate for 1 1 kar- 
feys and i frefe . . . . xxx s. 

Receyved of Mr. Ryngfeed for ex- 
chaunge old iylver and from John 
Holls XXV s. whereof Tho. Gar- 
dend the promoter had xx s. and 
V s. for the quene. 

Receyved of Thomas Daye for in , 

^eces of karfaye put to fale con- 
trarye to the aft and feafed for 
the quene . . . . . xxxs. 

Receyved of the ii Streaches and 
Bowldry of Walden for clothes 
forfeyted . . . . . xs.- 

Recey ved of the Wardens of the Pew- 
terers for pewter forfeited . , viii s. iiii d. 
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Receyved \of,'Sn4y^^'Ti»y^ 

Hadftack ifor j ;>:'•■* 

Receyved '' 

■ ympeces^ 

Receyved of Piilr* 

dafter for a cs|)pe itoM i 
R&eyved of Mr,.Kytch5m Goldfiriith 
for byeinge . . r <' . X s. 

Recey v«i of Mr« ifer iiaat- 

trefles forfeyted . ' . . ; v s. 

Receyved of (^o. ^ys for the lyke. vs. 

At the bottoih of the in a :<iifihrent hand- 
writing are the three following items of difburfe- 
ment: 

Itemy for the women for the iewing . ii j. 

Itm^ paid Wyllm Grange for a cappe ii s. iiii d. 
//«», for our chargys at the fayre . xj. 

New Charter.^i^. On theFeaft of St. Mark 
the Evarigelift, ;it w^ agreed by the Mayor, Aider- 
man and Twenty-fotar, Aat die Town for their 
pollefiions and; the "^ef poHelfi [owners- of 
Rails and booth8| hi: $i^ die 

King (Edward VI.) ib^ fee for 

Sturbridge Fair ; ^t the body of th^ Ihouid 

pay one half of all charges of obtaining the new 
charter, and the tdWh fbr their.pofreRions and the 
other polTeRidners to ipay the crther half. It was 
allb agreed that die Recorder and others fliQuld 
have authority under die Coinmoh Sed to to 
the King’s majefty and his hohounible Cduncil for 
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a new Charter, for th^jBufr s^ that Mr. 
Robert ;(^a|iimatt «i4 foould pay 

no mon«^ toWi^ charter, in 

confidet^jfoh thi^r:pi(^|i^ ^obtaining thereof, 
and ;^9b i>. o</.; the firft 

ipft^ent pf 200 fine. 

Tfie Charter was n^ ^wii^er obtained in this 
reign, though the app. nutrka were aAually paid. 

“ Annals,” ii. p. 70. See i ffiij 1 574, 1 576, 
1577, 15.^, 1 589— -when hew Charter was obtained 
by the town; 

iSSS' 30 . J*oy* The Mayor, Aldermen, 
Twenty-four and BailiS^ gave authority to Mr. 
Robt. Chapman «id Mr. John Ruft to go to « 
Londoh to make fuit to the Council touching the 
fupplication made to them for ^e payment of the 
800 marks ; and for the fetting forth and making 
the patent for the confimution of Sturbridge fair. 

1556. The quefiion of Lynn Fair — apparently 
as to its revival— came on agtun this year, and on 
and Aug. the Corporation ordered that the Mayor, 
Mr. Chapman, and Mr. Ruft ihould frame an 
anfwer to a letter from the Bifopp of Ely concern- 
ing Lynn Fair, ^ , make objections in fiiewing 
why foe fame ought not to be had ; and that foe 
Town Cleric ihould cprry foe anfwer to his Lord- 
ihip.- 

1557. On 23 June the King and Queen (Philip 
and Mary) by ktters patent^ granted to foe Mayor, 
b^fis andj burgeil^ a certain mumal rent of 
^8 15^. ad. Ifoting out of ihops and booths in 
Stutbiidge, which had been granted for the main- 
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tenanee of oHits: aiQ 4 1459^ I496» 

150^,1547)^^ ami ^ 

The leti(ers pait^t fh^t been 

ieized into tKe hands of Ctowh^^^^ t^ the 

ftatute of Ch^britoXI?i 47 )^^*^^^^ 
part thereof nia^or, bailifi^ 

and biurgdies. for diftnbujdom teoii^ the poor. 
This is escp^fled to be n^ King and 

Queen, th^ the ritos and Otremonies of the Catholic 
Church fhould be mdnhdned, and the udlls of the 
donors perfottnedl And alfo becaule the fhops 
and booths in Sturbndge Fair, of cuftomary 
tenure^ were not within the Stdtute of Chantries. 

» The lame. King and Queen granted the follow- 
ing tolls payable for the merchandife brought to 
the fair. This is important as Ihowing the nature 
of the goods brought at this period : 

Cufim and T ill due in the time of Sturhridge Fair 
for divers wares brought thither i 

For every cade of red herrings at the hying . i d. 
For 100 of ling . . . . . 6 

For every 100 of wabboks ling . . .4 

For every lOo of codds . . . .4 

For every 100 of wabboks codds . . 

For every heap of filh to be retailed laid 
upon a mat of the old afhze . . . . 2 

Of every jule of cured filh for groundage . 2 

Of grinftones every foot ... • $ 

Of every perfon that retaileth (bap, for his 
g^anding in the fair . . ‘ . . 2 
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Of eveiy hundjred/^^^ . , . 8 d. 

Of every . . a 

Of every jpd > . 4 

Of eveiy icK) fheepikm^^ V • 2 

Forg^:(padage of eye^lp^ of pales, fhovels, 
pack-^laddles, ea^>ss^dle% add goddetids > 4 
Of every great lait-ftoiie , . . / 2 . 

Of every bulhel of midlard feed . . . J 

Of every load of ba^ets, faring fkepps leeper 
and fuch other . . . . . 4 

Of every Granger f^ing frelhwater iiih in 
kemblin . .. . . * .1 

Of every cart load of oiftors for cart and 
{landing . . 

Item a barrel of ofinonds . 

Item a barrel of pitch . .. . . 2 

Item a barrel of tar . , . . . 2 

Item a barrell of herrings . . . . z 

Item a barrell of cork for dying . . .2 

Item for every barrel of cured fi(h . . 2 

Item a barrel of falmon . . . . . 4 

Item a barrel of oil . . . . . 4 

Item a barrel of honey . . . .4 

Item of fturgeon a barrel . . . .4 

Item a barrel of fope . . . . . 4 

Item a barrel of eels . . . . .4 

Item a barrel of birdlime . . . .4 

Item eart hen with poles . . . . i 

Of every cart loaden with heboldines .1 
Of every horfe with a wombtye loaden . f 
Of every cart loaden with beyondfea clafs- 
hold • . . . ... .2 


^ Cl 
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Item loo.of beyondfeack^dd^ i d. 

Of every catt IdadtsQ with Eoglilh^^d 
; ..smdlymg'-^'d^ 

Of eye*y r ^ 

Of every load bF hdhbdldy ii^^ i 

Of e\^ry cart IcKul^ yddi 

e-M-fddyi-V-. ' ♦ i 

Of every; c^t loaden vnth foit^ coak r • 2 

Ofevery cart loadeny^^ timber^ A i 2 

Of every cart loaden wi^ lathes . • ® 

Of every ci^ loaden with bpards . . 2 

Of every cart loaden ^th cheeie . . 2 

Of every load of boards, hurdles, i^okes, and 
lathes, for groundage . . . 2 

Of every load of hewn timber for groundage 2 
Of every ibdder of lead, for groundage * 2 
Of eveiy carter wayne loaden with lead, for 
groundage . . . . . . 2 

Of every load of iron, for groundage if he 
have no booth • • • • • * 

Of every cait loaden vdth iron, for. laying 
down . . • • • ... 2 

Of every cart loaden with hayres . . 2 

Of every cart loaden with Iktkcloath . . 2 

Of every c^ loaden with any manner of 
^ merchandiae then afore^d, at lying down, 
behdes the ^nnds^ . . . .2 

Of every cart or wayne loaden wifo nai^ at 
lying down . 2 

Ofev^y perfoh fdhpg nails, for grpun^e . 6 
Of every keel or boat that beareth a helm, as 
oft as he cometh . ., • . . . 2 
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Of every keel or boat that beareth no helm, 
as oft as he cometh . . . .id. 

Of every heap of coals, . . . .4 

Of every cart loaden with merchandize dif- 
charged at Barnwell, .... 2 

Of every cart charged with merchandize at 
Barnwell, other than the inhabitants’ goods * 
of Cambridge, coming from the Barnwell 
to the fair and there difcharge, . i 

Of every cart charged with the inhabitants’ 
goods at Cambridge or at Barnwell and 
difcharged at the fair . . . . | 

Of every cart loaden with merchandize or 
wayne goying out of the fair, . . 2 

1558. The Univcrfity of Cambridge being in 
want of money the queftion was again raifed (fee 
1 547) of felling to the Corporation of Cambridge 
all privileges in this fair. The propofal met with 
ftrong and fuccefsful oppofition from the Provoft of 
King’s College ly}ide Fuller’s “ Hift. of Univ. of 
Camb.”). In the “ Hiftory and Antiquities of 
Barnwell Abbey,” 1786 (p. 78, part ii.) there is 
the following: “Robert Braflil . . . who being 
Vice chancellor, in 1558, was much commended for 
hi^ wildome in withftanding the heads & mafters 
of Colleges in this univerfitie ; when, as they had 
all except him, confented & concluded to fell all their 
wrightes and jurildidtions in Sturbridge Faire to the 
mayor, bayliffes & burgefles of the towne of Cam- 
bridge.” 

Drapers., Merchant Taylors, and Clothworkers of 

H 
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London . — On 3rd Sept. 1557, alerter was addreflcd 
to the Vice-chancellor and Prodors of the Univer- 
lity by Nicholas Hethe Archbiftiop of York, Lord 
High Chancellor of England, and Thomas Thirleby, 
Bilhop of Ely, Hating that complaint had been 
made unto them by the Drapers, Merchant Tailors, 
and Clothworkers of the City of London, that they 
repairing theretofore with their cloths to Sturbridge 
fair, had been troubled in the fale thereof, through 
unlawful iearches pretended by divers light perfons 
more for their own private gain and the vexation 
of the merchants than for any good intent to have 
the Statutes duly executed. Their Lbrdfliips there- 
fore required,that in future no fuch unlawful fearches 
Ihould be made by any fuch light perfons, and that 
merchants -Ihould not be otherwife difquieted or 
ordered than was ordained and provided by the 
Statutes of the realm. “Annals of Camb.” ii. 

p. 135* 

1559. There were again difputes between the 
Univerfity and Town of Cambridge relpedting the 
watch at time of the fair. The following me- 
morandum drawn up by the mayor embodies the 
the views of Lord North and the Lord Chief Juftice 
of the Common Pleas thereon : 

After our verye harty commendacions. Where f/e 

of late with the advife and confent of the reft of 

« 

the Juftices of peace of this Shire take order for the 
better & more quyet governement of this (hire. 
That duringe this Stirbridge fayre tyme the watches 
for the Univerfitie & Towne of Cambridge Iholde 
lovinglie joyne togither & be dubled, whereof our 
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verye frende Mr Baron Frevyll dyd take upon him 
to advertyfe you of the fame, by occafion wherof 
we dyd forbear to wryte unto you therein. We 
now ar enformed that ye ar not as yet fully agreed 
to joyne togither in the execucion of the fame for 
certaine refpefts that ye have to the prefcrvation of 
your liberties. Wherefore we do feare great incon\t- 
ni^s and perill may growe, onles ye do fpedelye 
conforme yourfelves thereunto. Thefe are there- 
fore to advertyfe you & requyre you for the more 
quietnes of this cuntrye & Towne, and for the 
Queenes Majcfties better fervyfe that ye forthewith 
conjoin yourfelves togithers accordinglie, notwith- 
ftandinge any perfuafion to either of you to the 
contrarye. 

And furthermore underftandinge that there ar 
allredie a nombre of Sturdye Vacabonds & mafterles 
men come unto Cambridg for fome yll purpofe as 
it is fuppofed ; We therefore do likcwyfe delyer & 
requyre you in hir majefties behalfe, that ye do take 
a great relpedl unto the apprehendinge of them, 
and to the fafe keepinge of them untill the faire be 
paft. We meanc fuch as come not to the intent to 
labor, or otherwife lawfullie to get their livinge 
prayenge you that if upon eny cxaminacion of anye 
of^hem ye lhall fynde eny matter worthye to be 
further examined & tryed out, to advertyfe us im- 
mediatelie therof fo that we maye y* better ayed 
& affift you for your better fervice & proced'uige 
in the fame, nothinge doubtinge but y' will 
lovinglye & effeftually confider the premifles in 
fuche wyfe as both you and me maye avoide dif- 
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pleafure and blame. And thus we byd youhartelye 
farewell. From Carleton this Mondaye, the iiij of 
Septembre, A® 1559. 

1561. The Corporation appear to have renewed 
their application for a grant of the fair. It was 
ordered that the expenfe of the inquilition for the 
ndw charter Ihould be borne by the town. 

1562. There was a great flood, fo that the por- 
tion of Sturbridge called the “ Waterfair ” could 
not be occupied by the booths accuftomably built 
there. Whereupon the Corporation direfted Robert 
Chapman and others to aflign another place for fuch 
booths for this year’s fair only. 

1567. This year George Aylfton, merchant, on 
behalf of the Corporation of Sudbury inftituted 
proceedings in the Duchy Court of Lancafter againft 
Chriftopher Fletcher alderman of Cambridge, for 
t^ing his goods at this fair. Fletcher alleged that 
he took the goods as a diftrefs damage feafant, and 
it feems had a decree in his favour. 

1568. Citizens of London . — On 4th Nov. the 
the Corporation of Cambridge deputed Roger Lord 
North the mayor, Francis Hinde Efq., and the 
Counfel-at-law of the town to deliberate in what 
way it could be contrived that the citizens of Lon- 
don might return to Sturbridge fair, as of old tKey 
were accuftomed. “ Annals,” ii. p. 235. 

1571. As early as 1545 there had been paflcd 
by the Corporation of Cambridge “an Ordinance 
for the fetting of Willows.” This ordinance “ for 
planting willows on the commons, drains, moors, 
marlhes and fens of the town ” was renewed this 
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year. Every alderman might fet fix fcore of poles 
and every burgefs four {core up the banks of any 
furface, drains, ditches, &c. They to lop and top 
for their own ufe and advantage, cleanfing from 
time to time the drains &c. on which the fame were 
planted. The Imd willows to be held on the lame 
terms as the booths at Sturbridge fair were held by 
the burgelTes, &c. See 1575. 

1574. On the 21 & Nov. Dr. Feme, Vice-chan- 
cellor, wrote to Lord Burleigh on the fubjeft of 
the Plague vifitation in Cambridge, and in the poft- 
fcript to the Iftter made the fuggeftion of a new 
charter being granted to the Univerfity as follows : 

I am enformed that there is fute made to y* 
(Queen’s majeftie by fome of her highnelTe privie 
chamber for Sturbridg faire, for that it hath fi:and 
fealed unto her highnes hand fithence y* tyme of 
the raign of her highnes father, the w** if it might 
pleafe her highnes to beftowe to the Univerfity, 
there might be fuch a worthie and perpetual mone- 
ment made by the rent thereof, as her majeftie did 
moft gratiouily promife at her laft beinge at Cam- 
bridg in her highnes Oration made there, & the 
Townefmen that be nowe occupiers thereof, yeld- 
inge a reafonable rent to y' univerfity for their 
fe^erall boothes. Thus I am bold to put your 
honor in mynd of this, referringe the whole matter 
to your honors beft confideracion to do herein as 
yow {hall thinke good. 

1575. At a Common Day held in the Round 
Church (probably on account of the Plague being 
near the Guildhall) on the 2 5th March the Corpora- 
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tion made a Declaration as to the tenure of booths at 
Sturbridge fair of which the following are the prin- 
cipal portions : 

Forafmuch as Ibme queftion hath bene made of 
the maner of tenure of booths in Sturbridge Payer, 
Ibme houlding one opinion, & fome another, everie 
man Ipeakinge his fantalie therein, affirminge his 
owne opinion to be the true cuftome, and that it 
ought to ftande for truethe ; /or that it hath not 
bene generally knowne to all men whether any 
Cuftome hath remained written in any records of 
this towne concerninge the lame fayise, yea or no : 

Commandment therefore had been given to the 
Town Clerk to fearch the records of the town. 
I'his had been done and “ it is founde in the oulde 
and ancient record called the Crofs Booke of the 
fayde Towne, that remaineth there written,” This 
I have already given, under date 1403. The fame 
was reaffirmed ; and it was now ordered that every 
burgefs claiming a booth mull have his title thereto 
entered in a book to be kept by the Corporation for 
that purpole ; and thereafter he might alienate the 
fame to any other free burgefs by due entry in the 
faid book in manner and form provided. 

1576. 8th Dec. The Corporation fealed a power 
of attorney (dated 30th Nov.) authorizing tTie 
Recorder and others named to adb in aU matters 
before the Queen and her Council, and in all caules 
and bulinefles touching the town, particularly the 
redemption and confirmation of Sturbridge Fair, 
To this end the Corporation empowered the Mayor 
and others to rate the polleffioners of booths in the 
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fair towards the payment of icxx) marks for the 
fine for the fair. 

On 13 th of fame month Lord Burleigh the Chan- 
cellor, and the Earl of Leicefter High Steward of 
the Univerfity wrote to Dr. Goad the Vice-chan- 
cellor, defiring that there might be a conference 
between the heads of the Univerfity and Town rela- 
tive to the contemplated grant of the fair. Lord 
Burleigh it ieems had obtained from the Queen a 
declaration .that no petition of the townfinen re- 
fpeding their fair Ihould be received to the preju- 
dice of the Univerfity. 

A meeting took place early in the following year 
but no friendly underftanding could be arrived at. 

1577. The matter of renewing the charter of 
the fair was again before the Queen. On a petition 
being prefented on behalf of . the Corporation the 
Royal reply was “ that Ihfe liquid not take away 
any privileges that file had granted the Univerfity, 
but would rather add to them ” ; and for this de- 
claration the Univerfity returned her a letter of 
thanks. “Annals," ii. 358. 

At the fair this year the Mayor, Recorder, and 
Aldermen of the Corporation ordered a haber- 
dalhery booth to be pulled down. Reafon not 
Hated. The Corporation fuftained the order. 

The following articles were purchafed at the fair 
for the houfehold of Lord North. The record of 
prices is particularly important : 

A C. Salt Filh, Lix® ; whight fait, iij ftone, \ qt. 
iij lb. xiij*; bay fait, iij qt. Lvj® ; 1 kettles, xiij* vj"* ; ix 
duft balkets, iiij* ; vj pailes, ij® vj"* ; 2 firkins of foape, 
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xxix*; Feather bed tike, xix*; a Jacke yy**; a 
frieng panne, ij* ij"* hors meat xv]**; 20 lb. of 
raiffins, v*; ao IK Corants, vij* vj**; 10 lb. 
prewens, xx*; Liiij lb. gon Powder, Lviij* vjd. ; 
1 4 lb. of matches, iij* ix'*; dogg cowples xx'*; 10 lb. 
Sugar, xij* vj^ 

•1578. The provifion bought at Sturbridge 
Payer ” for the houfehold of Lord North this year, 
comprifed : Codds bought ccccli. vij“ xv*; Soape 
bought 2 firkins xxviij’; Salte bought iij" xiii“ iiij'*; 
Lynen clothe pd. for xxxvij*. 

1 584. An unfuccefsful attempt at ^commodation 
between the Univerfity and the Town was made in 
1580. The former fought for additional privileges 
which the latter would not grant. This year a more 
fuccefsful attempt was made, and except upon three 
points, the parties had agreed to “ both books” {i.e. 
draft charters). The points were thefe : 

1 . As to an interpretation of “ common minifters.” 

2. The demand of the Univerfity is unreafon- 
able to have all graduates in England go toll free. 
“ That the towne aflentith as they ment it at the firft, 
That all graduates for lemings fake abydyng in the 
Univerfety or Towne fhall goe toll free.” 

3. The town had already aflented that the Uni- 
verfity fiiould have more retained fervants than thdy 
had before. ** But fquyre beadalles Ihould eche of 
them have one reteyned fervaunt priviledged (being 
themfelves but fervauntes). The Towne thinkith 
it inconvenient, and neither did, nor yet doth aflent 
therunto : for al) other matters concerning both 
bookes, both parties are agreed. So as that be 
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perfourmed which hath bene concluded in former 
conferences.” 

1586. The negociations between the Univerfity 
and the Town were renewed this year. The follow- 
ing document (hows the portion of the negociation, 
as alfo that the town were to have the new charter ; 
it alfo Ihows the extreme jealoufy with which each 
body viewed the adb and proceedings of the other 
— it was a genteel manifeftation of “ Town and 
Gown” divergencies, which have become hifto- 
rical : 

Sturbridge. The towne hath obtained of her 
majcftie a graunt of Sturbridge feyre, to the booke 
of that graunt the univerfitie addith a provifo to 
this effedt viz that neither that graunt nor anything 
therein conteyned Ihould any ways prejudice the 
univerfitie of Cambridge, or any member thereof, 
in fuch thinges as the univerfitie enjoyed before the 
fayd graunt ! The towne fayth that that provifo is 
to large, forafmuch as it may be extended to all 
thinges which the univerfitie befor enjoyed, as well 
within the feyr as els whear, we confefle it is fo ; 
and we fay it is great reafon it fhould be fo, leafi 
under the colour and pretenfe of Sturbridge feyre, 
they might carry away fome other of our commo- 
dities w"* her highnefs never meant. So Ihortly we 
fay thus muche ; feing our provifo is nothing but a 
reftreint of their book : How farre fo ever their 
book reachith, fo farre reachith our provifo and no 
further. 

This is the brief our prelent difference, &c. &c. 

This year was fimplified the form of procefiion 
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made in proceeding to read the Proclamation of the 
Univerfity. 

New Charters. — 1589. The proceedings already 
recorded (with fome others in 1587 not fpecifically 
referred to) ended in the grant of new charters of 
the fair to the Town and alfo to the Univerfity of 
Cambridge relpedtively. The charter to the town 
palTed the Great Seal at Drayton on 15th Aug.; 
that to the Univerfity on 30th Aug. 

The charter to the Town commences with a re- 
cital that previoufly to the 30 Henry VIII. the 
mayor, bailiffs, and burgefles had from time imme- 
morial had and ufed a fair called Sturbridge Fair 
held at Barnwell and Sturbridge, in the county of 
Cambridge and within the liberty of the town, be- 
ginning on the Feaft of St. Bartholomew the 
Apoftle, and continuing from thence till the four- 
teenth day next after the Feaft of the Exaltation of 
the Holy Crofs; which fair, from the advantages 
of the. place, its contiguity to the Univerfity, and 
the fitnefs of the feafon,/flr furpajfed thegreateft and 
moft celebrated fairs of all England; whence great 
benefits had refulted to the merchants of the whole 
kingdom, who reforted thereto, and there quickly fold 
their wares and merchandifes topurchqfers coming from 
all parts of the Realm to buy and provide falt-^fh, 
butter, cheefe, honey, fait, flax, hemp, pitch, tar, 
and all other wares and merchandifes, and from the 
profits of which fair the mayor, bailiffs and bur- 
gefles levied the greateft part of their fee farm, and 
fupported and maintained the town in its ways, 
ftreets, ditches [fewers] and other burthens. 
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Of the Quo Warrant in the 30th Henry VIII. and 
the fubfequent proceedings thereon. The Queen 
had been requefted to grant a charter and had af- 
fented moved thereto by royal pity, by a fenfe of 
the utility of the fair to the town and to the mer- 
chants of the kingdom, and that the town fhould be 
lightened in its burthens, and increafed and honoured 
under her profperous and peaceful government.” 
The Queen therefore delivered out of her hands 
and conferred, to the mayor, bailiffs, and burgefles 
and their fucceflbrs, the fair in queftion, with all 
profits, commodities, courts, profits of courts, autho- 
rities and jurifdiftions, booths and power of build- 
ing booths in the accuftomed places in the fair. 

All rights had or enjoyed by the Univerjity, or 
its officers under any gift, grant, or confirmation 
from the crown, or any aft of parliament, or “ ufed 
for the greater part of 20 years then laft pafl: ” were 
referved to it. 

Power given to Corporation to make rules and 
ftatutes for the peaceful and quiet government of 
the fair ; and with refpeft to the building and re- 
moving of booths, and the difpofition and aflurancc 
thereof by will, gift, furrender or otherwife ; and 
alfo for placing the feveral arts, occupations, myf- 
teries, merchants, workmen, and others holding 
booths in the fair in the places afligned and accuf- 
tomed to the fame arts &c and efpecially in that 
part of the fair called Cheapfide. Such Ordinances 
&c not to prejudice the right, title, or intereft of 
burgefles holding or poflefling booths according to 
the cuftoms and ordinances of the town, or to dero- 
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gate from the privileges of the Chancellor, mafters, 
and fcholars ufed during the greater part of twenty 
years then laft pall. New rules might be altered 
and revoked as circumllances Ihould require. 

The fellers of mercery or grocery ware were for- 
bidden to be ftationed or to occupy any booth in 
tile fair for felling fuch wares except in Cheapfide. 
Woollen cloths were to be expofed for fale only in the 
" Duddery.” Goldlmiths were not to be ftationed, 
or expofe their goods to fele any where except in 
Soper Lane, otherwife Goldfmith’s Row ; and pew- 
terers and braziers were in like manner to be con- 
fined to Pewtry Row and Brazier Row. 

The burgefles who held any booth for life or 
years, or who Ihould afterwards acquire any, were 
to hold the fame as theretofore. 

The charter to the Univerjity^ exprefled to have 
been granted by the authority of parliament, con- 
tains provifions relating to the town as well as to 
the fair. I fhall confine my abftraft to the latter. 
It was granted out of love of the Univerfity, to con- 
firm and eftablifh the privileges, liberties, immunities, 
pre-eminences, authorities, powers, jurifdiftions, pro- 
fits and commodities of that body in Sturbridge Fair, 
as granted by the charter fhe had given in the 3rd 
year of her reign. She granted to the ChanceDor 
mafters and fcholars and their fucceflbrs folely and 
wholly for ever the office of “ Clerk of the Market,” 
and the aftay of bread, wine, and ale or beer, and 
the keeping and governance of the fame and the 
correftion and punifhment of offenders, with the 
fines, forfeitures and amerciaments thence arifing in 
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the fair and the precincfb of the fame. Alfo the 
fupervifion of meafures and weights, and the jurif- 
didion to inquire of all foreftallings, regratings, and 
ingrofling of viduals and other things and wares 
within the fair or its bounds and precinds, and to 
banilh, chaftife, and corred according to the laws of 
the realm and the cuftoms of the Univerfity. AIL 
right of fearch in the fair for harlots and vaga- 
bonds. 

The proclamation of the fair was to be made 
by the Univerfity and Town in alternate years. All 
goods carried to. or by the fair, or to the town, or 
in the river to the ule of the Chancellors, matters, 
fcholars, or colleges, or to or for any of the graduates 
refiding within the town or Univerfity, or within 
five miles thereof to be free of toll. 

The Univerfity to have exclufive jurifdidion in 
fuits wherein fcholars, fcholars fervants " or com- 
mon minitter of the Univerfity ” were one of the 
parties. Alfo to hear and determine plaints con- 
cerning viduals or contrad for viduals arifing in 
the fair, except in cafes between a burgels and a 
foreigner not privileged of the Univerfity, which 
Ihould be heard before the Mayor, &c. The court 
of the Chancellor &c within the fair to be a court 
of^record with all powers according to the ttatutes 
of the realm, or the laws and cuttoms of the Uni- 
verfity. The latt named court to be held within 
the fair or its precinds, and the Queen granted a 
fufficient piece of ground for the purpofe. But if 
by flood or other chance the accuttomed place 
Ihould be unfit another place was to be provided. 
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The Univerfity to have exclufive authority to 
infped, fearch, try, aflay and gauge all vidhials in 
the fair. The daily infpedion and fearch of all 
other wares ^(except leather and fackcloth) to be 
made by four fuitable men, appointed by the Chan- 
cellor and Mayor refpedively. And the court for 
adjudication upon the fame to be held by the Chan- 
cellor and Mayor in alternate years, each aiding the 
other in the performance of the duties. The re- 
maining numerous provifions are not neceflary to 
be cited in view of our prefent purpofes. 

It was the belief of the townfpcople that this 
charter to the Univerfity had been obtained by 
reafon of a betrayal of the rights of the town by the 
then Mayor. And the following was recorded at the 
foot of a tranfcript of this charter. “ One Gawnt 
was Mayor of Cambridge, who att London aflented 
to thefe new jurifdidions of the Univerfitie, and 
therein betrayed the towne, who fhortlie after was 
putt [out !] of his Aldermanfhipp & lived the re- 
maynder of his life in great want and miferie, and 
hatefull to all the townfmen.” 

1591. On 30th Aug. the Corporation made 
orders that all the provifoes, conditions and articles 
contained in the new charter touching booths in 
Sturbridge Fair, fhould be inviolably kept and <Jb- 
ferved in all points, according to the tenor, true 
intent and meaning of fuch charter : that it fhould 
not be lawful to any tenant or owner of any booth 
to admit or fuffer any merchants or artificers of 
fundry wares to ftand and fell wares in one booth : 
and that it fhould not be lawful to any merchants 
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or others bringing wares to Sturbridge Fair to fell 
any wares, except fait, out of any veflels upon the 
water there, until the filh booths were let to farm. 

On 1 5th Sept. Richard Parilh of Chefterton a 
very violent and turbulent perfon, attacked and 
wounded with a dagger fome fcholars who were with 
him in the ferry-boat between Chefterton and Stur-» 
bridge Fair. He was arrefted by a mafter of arts 
of Trinity College and others, but was refcoued from 
them by the prentifes in the faire.” A new mani- 
feftation of th6 “ town and gown ” trdubles. 

. 1592. On 28th Aug. the Corporation of Cam- 
bridge made orders that none but freemen fhould, 
in time of Sturbridge Fair, fell and deliver filh in 
any hut or velTel on the water, until the filh booths 
in the water-fair were let, and then to make com- 
pofition with the bailiff of the ward. And that all 
except freemen, who brought pitch and tar to the 
fair to be fold, fhould pay is. per laft for grinding 
to the bailiff of the ward; and that if any fuit or 
controverfy at law fhould arife about executing the 
premifes, the charges fhould be borne by a levy to 
be affeffed upon the burgefles. 

1595. Memorandum, that this daye and yeare 
by a common confente, it is agreed, that the order 
maie . . Feby anno Regni Hen. Odavi 13° con- 
cerninge enjoyers of booths to dwell within the 
towne ; and fhewinge in what time he fhall fell 
them yf he go out of the towne, fhall ftand, re- 
maine and be in full force and effedte ; and that no 
maior of the towne of Cambridge from henceforthe 
fhall propounde any grace, or do any ade or ades, 
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devife or deviies whatfbever, to the breache or 
violating thereof ; and that the m»orof this towne, 
yearly to be chofen, on the dale of his eledion, or 
on the daye that he taJceth the oathe againft vintinge^ 
ftiall make fblemn oathe to the oblervation hereof. 
“ Hift. and Antiq. of Barnwell Abbey ” (p. 96, 
•part ii.). 

1596. 1 6th Aug. The Corporation made an 
order that every burgefs who fhould thereafter buy 
any booth or booth-ground in this fair Ihould at the 
time of his admilfion thereto, make folemn oath 
before the mayor, that he had Ij^ought the fame 
(imply to the ufe of himfelf and his heirs, and not 
to the ufe of any foreigner or foreigners, without 
fraud, collufion, or deceit. 




CHAPTER XI. 


THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 

1600. 

N 1 6th Aug. the Corporation of Cam- 
bridge made ordinances that no bailiff 
Ihould “ by any wayes, meanes> or 
culler whatfbever demise or lett to 
ferme his bayliwich within this Town or Payers, 
or eny profitts belonging to the fame, to eny per- 
fbne or perfones whatfbever, uppon payne of dis- 
frannchifinge.” 

1601. New caufes of difpute arofe between the 
Univerfity and the Town, this time about the 
“ King’s beam ” [PoTidus Regis) or the right of the 
former to a beam for weighing articles fold at the 
Fair. The Queen (Elizabeth) wrote to the parties : 

To our loving friends the Vicechancellor and 
Proftors of the Univerfity of Cambridge and the 
Mayor Bailiffs and But^efies of the Town : 

Whereas there were at the laft Sturbridge fair 
feme contentions about a pair of fcales ufed by you 
of the Univerfity : We require you of the Town 
in all peaceable fort, to fuffer the Univerfity to 





1 14 Stur bridge Fair. 

exercife and ufe the: fame in die accuftomed place 
as diey have ufually done for the mofi; of thefe ten 
years laft paft ; Mid what contention foever ftiall 
feetn to arife about the fame fcales, either for the 
intereft of the ground whereon they are fettled, or 
for the payment of any rent for the fame : We 
think it fit and fb we require of you, that it be 
peaceably reconciled hereafter in a lawful courfe, 
without giving any occafion of diforders. And fo 
we heartily bid you farewell. Aug. 27, 1601. 

1 603. The kingdom was threatened with another 
vilitation of the plague. The new ^King (James I.) 
ifliied a Proclamation, dated from Hampton Court 
8 Aug., whereby it was ordained that for " defire 
of preventing an univerfal contagion among our 
people ” (inter alia) Stourbridge Fair fhould not 
be held nor anything appertaining to it at the time 
accufiiomed, " nor any time till they [it] fhall have 
been licenfed by us.” 

1604. On 23rd July this year the King iflued 
the following mandate, prohibiting all idle games, 
plays, or fhows in or within five miles of Cambridge; 
and under its authority the regulations of the Fair 
were confiderably modified : 

James by the grace of God King of England 
Scotland France and Ireland defender of the faKh, 
&c : 

To our chancellor and vice-chancellor of our 
univerfity of Cambridge in the County of Cam- 
bridge, and to all and fingular our juftices of peace 
mayors fherifis bailiff conftables gaolers and all 
other our minifters and officers within the faid 
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tmiverfity and the town of Cambridge and county 
aforefaid and to every of them greeting, 

For the better maintenance iafety and quietnefs 
of that our faid univerfity and all and every the 
ftudents there, and to remove take away and pre- 
vent all occations that may tend either to the in- 
feding of their bodies or minds, or to the with- 
drawing or alienating the younger fort from the 
courfes of their ftudies there intended, we do by 
thefe prefents authorize will and command you our 
faid chancellor and vice-chancellor of our faid 
univerfity, and either of you and your fucceflbrSi 
that you do from time to time for ever hereafter by 
virtue hereof, wholly and altogether reftraine inhibit 
and forbid as well all and all manner of unprofitable 
or idle games plays or exercifes to be ufed or made 
within our faid univerfity and the town there, and 
within five miles compafs of and from the faid 
univerfity and the town there, and within five 
miles compafs of and from the faid univerfity 
and town, efpecially bull-baiting, bear-baiting, 
common plays, publick (hews, interludes, come- 
dies and tragedies in the Englifh tongue, games 
at loggets, nine-holes, and all other fports and 
games whereby throngs concourfe or multitudes 
are drawn together, or whereby the younger 
fort are or may be drawn or provoked to vain ex- 
pence lols of time or corruption of manners; as 
allb all and all manner of perfons that fiiall go 
about to publifti adt let out or make any fuch un- 
profitable or idle games publick plays or exercifes 
within the faid univerfity or town or within five 
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miles compafs of or from our faid univeritty or 
town, any indulgence, privilege, liberty or autho- 
rity, by us granted or to be granted to any our 
officers or fervants, or to any other perfon or per- 
fons whomfoever, to the contrary in any wife not- 
withftanding. 

* Provided that it is not our pleafure and meaning 
hereby to abridge the ftudents of their accuftomed 
exercifes in any kind whatfoever within their feveral 
colleges. 

And if any perfon or perfons under colour pre- 
tence or virtue of any licence or authority by us or 
any other whomfoever granted or to be granted, or 
by any other means colour or pretence, foall refill 
or refufe peaceably to obey your commands herein, 
then our will and pleafure is and we do hereby 
authorize you our laid chancellor and vice-chan- 
cellor of our laid univerfity, and either of you, and 
your fucceflbrs and deputy or deputies of you and 
either of you and your fucceflbrs, from time to 
time to apprehend all and every fuch offenders, and 
them to commit to prifon either in the callle of 
Cambridge or any other goal within the town of 
Cambridge, there to remain without bail or main- 
prize until they lhall willingly fubmit themfelves 
to your faid commands and abide fuch furtlter 
order as to you in your difcretions lhall be thought 
meet ; willing and by tbele prelents commanding 
all you our laid jullices of peace, mayors, Iheriffs, 
baililfo, conllables and gaolers, and all other our 
faid minillers and officers, that upon intimation 
and Ihew of this our will and command herein, you 
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and every of you being required thereto, fhall 
be aiding and aiTifting to our faid chancellor and 
vice-chancellor of our faid univerfity, and their 
fuccefTors and their and either of their deputy or 
deputies from time to time in the dne execution of 
the premifes according to the purport and true in- 
tent hereof, as you will anfwer to the contrary at* 
your peril. 

Given under our lignet at our palace of Weft- 
minfter, the tliree and twentieth day of July, in the 
lecond year of our reign of England France and 
Ireland and of Scotland the feven and thirtieth. 

1606. In the records of the Skinners Company 
there is an item under this date “To the wardens 
for their allowance in riding to Stourbridge Fair 

; 6 : 8 ; and ijs. 4</. to me the Refter Warden 
for my pains.” But very foon after this period 
there are figns of a falling-off in the importance of 
the fair in this particular : In 1616 it is the ac- 
countant who receives “in allowance towards his 
charges in riding to Stourbridge Fair £ 6 .” The 
wardens had ceafed to attend perfbnally. 

1612. In the “Letters of Archbilhop Williams” 

{ 1 866) is one dated from the Prodors' booth in the 
fajr this year. 

1613. In Dr. Nathan Drake’s “Shakefpeareand 
his Times ” it is recounted that at this date the fair 
had acquired fo great a celebrity that Hackney 
coaches attended it from London. Subfequently 
not lefs than fixty of thofe coaches plied the fair 
(fee 1688, &c.). He adds that vaft quantities of 
butter and cheefe found there a ready market ; that ' 
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it ftocked the people in the counties of Norfolk, 
Suffolk, and Effex with clothes and all other necef- 
faries; and that the fhopkeepers fupplied them- 
felves from hence with Ae commodities wherein 
they dealt. 

1615. On the aand June the Corporation or- 
dered that Mr. French the mayor Ihould have an 
irrevokable power of attorney under*the Town Seal 
to profecute with effed all the fuits already begun 
againft thofe who kept any fair or market to the 
prejudice of the towny and to commence and profe- 
cute fuits againft all who had done or fhould do the 
like ; and it was ordered that all charges fhould be 
paid by the treafurers on demand. 

1620. On 17th Sept., there was held a feflion of 
Goal Delivery in Sturbridge Fair, in the place where 
the courts there were ufually kept (“Annals of 
Camb.” iii. p. 136). No explanation of the cir- 
cumftance is given. 

1622. The fuit concerning the right to ereft 
booths in the yard of Sturbridge Chapel which had 
been pending for fome time was this year termi- 
nated. The Corporation obtained a grant of the 
Chapel from the Queen. 

1625. In confequence of the Plague again being 
prevalent in the kingdom Charles I. by Royal Pro- 
clamation forbids the holding of this, as alfo Bar- 
tholomew’s Fair, by reafon of the ufual “extra- 
ordinary refort out of ail parts of the kingdom ” of 
perfons to attend this fair, which would if held lead 
to the common danger. This proclamation is given 
in extenfo in our chapter on “ Legiflation.” 
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1630. The plague exifting in Cambridge the 
holding of this, and allb Bartholomew and South- 
wark Fairs, was prohibited by Royal Proclamation. 

1633. A queftion arofe as to Dower, or the right 
to dower of the widows of booth-holders in this 
fair; and the Corporation on the 14th May ena^ed 
the following declaration : 

The cuftom In fuch cafe is (and fb hath ever 
time out of mind been uied) that the relid and 
widow of her hufband (who in his life was felled of 
booths in Sturbridge fair) lhall have her dower of 
fuch booths only whereof her hufband was feifcd 
and died inteftate. But where the hufband in his 
life time made fale of his booths or deviled them 
by his laft will and teftament, the wife and relift 
in fuch cafe lhall have no dower of any booths. 

1636. The King (Charles I.) addreffed a letter 
to the Vice-chancellor of the Univerfity and the 
mayor of Cambridge (dated Hampton Court, 
June 14), fetting forth that the town had been 
often infefted with the pl^ue by means of perfons 
repairing to the fairs, with goods brought from in- 
feftious places, whereby the fcholars had been forced 
to forfake their ftudies and fcatter themfelves for 
^fety unto remote parts of the kingdom : to avoid 
the like mifchief from the contagion then raging in 
London and other places H. M. required the 
Vice-chancellor and Mayor to take order that 
Midfummer fair fhould not be kept this year, nor 
the goods of Londoners or others be fold within 
the town or three miles of the fame. Refraftory 
perfons were to be bound to appear before the King 
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or the Privy Council to anlwer the contempt, or on 
their refufa] might be committed to prifon. All 
juddces of the peace of the county and town were 
commanded to be aiding and aflifting. 

In confequence of this letter it was feared that a 
iimilar order might be made as to Sturbridge Fur ; 
ahd accordingly on Common Day, held 2nd Aug. 
fteps were taken by the townfmen in .view of pro- 
curing this fur to be held. But the refult was the 
following letter dated 21 Aug. ^ 

To our truftie and wel beloved The maior & 
Aldemen of our Towne of Cambridge. 

Charles R. Truftie and wel beloved we greete 
you well, whereas out of our royal care of our 
Univerlitie and Towne of Cambridge, and to pre- 
vent the encreale and further fpreading of the plague 
within our Kingdome by fuch a publique concourfe 
of people as doth ufually refort to Sturbridge faire 
from all parts thereof, wee have thought fitt to 
forbid the keepinge of the faid faire for this yeare, 
and have accordingly given order for fignifyeing our 
royall pleafure therein by a Proclamacion, which 
requireing Ibme time for the folemne publicacion 
thereof ; to y* end ye may not in the meane while 
proceede to proclume and fett forth the precind^ 
of the faid faire, as wee are informed that your cuf- 
tome is to doe on the 24th of this prelente moneth, 
Wee doe by thefe our Letters declare our faid pur- 
pofe to you of putting off the laid faire for this 
yeare. And in confequence thereof. Our will and 
pleafure is. That you now forbeare to make any 
fuch preparacion to the faid Faire or to doe any ad 
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whatfbever apperteyning thereunto, under paine of 
our royal difpleafure. 

Given under our Signett at our Courte at the 
Caftle of Warwicke, the 2ith day of Auguft, in the 
Twelfe yeare of our raigne 1636. 

The Town Clerk, the Attorneys of the Town 
Court and other of the Corporation were ordered to 
attend at the fair-held to publilh his majefty’s 
pleafure and command. This was accordingly done 
on 24th Ai^., the letter being read at the ufiial 
place of proclaiming the fair. 

A proclamation prohibiting the fair was ifllied ; 
and although it bore date prior to the Royal letter 
was only received after it. The proclamation con- 
tained this pafTage : 

. . . And his majefty doth hereby further charge 
and command, under the like penalty, all Citizens 
and Inhabitants of his City of London, that none 
of them for this prefent year, lhall bring or fend any 
of their Goods or merchandize to Ely^ Newmarket, 
or any other place near to the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, at or about the ufual time appointed for 
Sturbridge fair, which were but to transfer that fair 
to other places, with no lefe Danger of difperfing 
tjje Sicknefs throughout the Kingdom. Given at 
our Court at Warwick Caftle, the 20 day of Aug. 

1637. The fair was alfo again prohibited on 
account of the prevalence of plague. 

1638. Although the Plague prevailed this year 
alfo, it feems that the fair was held. On the 24th 
Aug. the Corporation impofed a rate of u. in 
the ^ on the booth-holders for defraying the 
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charges of procuring the feir to be kept again — 
“ being otherwife in danger of being put by and 
for endeavour of a like nature in the two preceding 
years. 

1644. A writer in the parliamentary intereft re- 
tired to the “ Goodly and full Fair ” held at Stur- 
bridge this year "with free trade and comforable com- 
merce as was formerly accuftomed in our former 
moft peaceable times.” 

1647. The Univerlity complained to the Houfe 
of Lords againft the baUifis of the Corporation for 
contempt of the order of the Houle in favour of 
the Univerlity in the matter of the " Stourbridge 
fayer privileges.” The matter appears fomewhat 
obfcure. 

1649. This year an event occxirred which had a 
conliderable though indireft bearing upon this fair. 
The Aft for the Draining of the Great Level of 
the Fens” was palTed. This led to conliderable 
alterations in the navigation between Lynn and- 
Cambridge. The tide, which formerly flowed up 
as far as Ely — bringing merchandile at eafy charge 
up to that point — did not, on the completion of 
thefe works, come within twenty miles of that 
place. In 1653 the Univerlity and Corporation pf 
Cambridge ju^y petitioned Parliament on the fub- 
je( 5 t (" Annals of Camb.” iii. p. 455). I believe no 
redrefs was obtmned. There were obvioufly fome 
counterbalancing advantages in lelTening the fre- 
quency of floods, and in rendering better roads 
polTible. 

1650. At a Common Day, held 24th Aug., the 
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Corporation, taking notice that of late years there 
had been controveHies about a preaching minifter 
for Sturbridge Fair, agreed that the power of elec- 
tion being in the mayor and aldermen, fuch preacher 
Ihould be eleded yearly on the day of the cledion 
of mayor, bailiff^ and other officers. See 1710.,. 

1654. About this time the Corporation of Cam- 
bridge erednd a banqueting-room and court-houfe 
at Sturbridge fair. It was conunonly called the 
Mayor’s Houfe. At a later period {1670) fome 
difputes arole regarding this building being ereded 
upon grounds Aibjed to the right of commonage. 

1655. When the office of “Lord of the Taps” 
was founded does not appear, but on the 20th 
Aug. this year the Corporation made the follow- 
ing order : — “ It is agreed that xx* ftiall be given 
out of the moneys in the cheft to Michael Wolfe 
towards the buyinge of a Coate againft Sturbridge 
fayer now next enfuinge, he being Lord of the 
Taps this prefent yeare.” The coat in queftion 
was a crimfon one, gaily decorated with taps. The 
office of the Ix)rd of the Taps was to tafte the ale 
in any or all the booths in the fair, and afcertain if 
it were in fuitable vendible condition. “Ned 
JiVard ” (peaks of this fundionary (1700) as going 
“ arm'd all over with fpiggots and foflets, like a 
porcupine with his quills, or looking rather like a 
fowl wrapped up in a pound of (aufages.” 

1658. In “Worthington’s Diary” there is an 
entry made at the Vice-chancellor’s court at the 
fair. In Brathwaite’s *‘Honeft Ghoft,” publilhed 
this year (p. 189), there occurs the following : — 
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“ When th’ fair is done, I to the colledg come. 

Or clfe I drink with them at Trompington, 

Craving their more acquaintance with my heart. 

Till our next Sturbridg faire t and fo we part.” 

Local events were aflbciated with the fair, as the 
tnoft prominent recurring incident in the diftrift, 
and dated by reference to it 

1660. Worthington fpeaks of thisafair as ** the 
Carpenter’s harveft.” 

1665. The fair was again prohibited this year 
on account of the prevalence of the plague. 

1666. The like by an order in Council “ to pre- 
vent the fpread of the infeAion.” 

1668. Pepys received fo earneft an invitation 
from his kinfman, Roger Pepys, that he refolved 
to let his wife go to this fair. His entry, under 
date 1 5th Sept, is: — “ Up by times . . . took wife 
and Mercer and Deb. and W. Homer (who are all 
to fet out this day for Cambridge, to cofen Roger 
Pepys to fee Sturbridge Fayre) . . . faw them gone, 
there being only one man in the coach befide them.” 
He probably followed fome days after, or about 
the 29th; but unfortunately the diary is a blank 
up to iith October. It would have been matter 
of fome intereft to know his views of this grea( 
gathering. 

Edward Kemp preached a formon at St. Mary’s 
Church, Cambridge, on the Sunday before the fair, 
which was publilhed. 

1673. In the Vice-chancellor’s “Little Black 
Book ” is given a copy of the following letter from 
Charles II. reftoring to the Univerlity the right of 
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weighing hops, which had been aflumed by the 
Town during the Civil War troubles ; — 

Charles R. Trufty and well beloved we greet 
you well. Whereas wee are informed from our 
Univerlity of Cambridge that feverall of their rights 
and priviledges (which they have heretofore injoyed 
by charter and cuftome) have in thele late yeares of 
publick dift|;adion been intrenched upon by our 
towne of Cambridge, and fbme of the officers thereto 
belonging, particularly the right of fetting up the 
foie publick beame for the weighing of hops and 
other things of great bulk in Sturbridge faire, which 
did anciently belong to the faid Univerlity and 
their officers, and which as we are informed (belides 
other evidences) appears by the ads of your courts 
regiftred in the mayoralty of Mr Foxton. Now 
wee being delirous to keepe a goocLcorrefpondence 
between our faid Univerlity and towne, and that 
either body fhould enjoy their juft rights, have 
thought fitt to requeft you to permitt our Univer- 
lity and their officers (till you fhall Ihew fufficient 
caufe to the contrary) to enjoy without difturbance 
the aforelaid right of foie weighing fuch hops as 
fhall be fould at Sturbridge faire, together with all 
othertheir antient priviledges. And upon notice fhall 
%c carefull, that no intrenchment bee made upon 
any of thofe rights which you may juftly claime. 
Given under our lignet manuell at our court of 
Whitehall the thirtieth day of Auguft in the twelfth 
yeare of our reigne. (Signed) William Morrice. 

To our trufty and well beloved the mayor and 
aldermen of the towne of Cambridge. 
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The original was delivered to Mr John Ewen, 
mayor, by me Matth. Whenn. 

1677. The Corporation of Cambridge ordered 
the common feal to be affixed to a petition to the 
King for the prevention of a new fair at Mridftone, 
which might be prejudicial to Sturbridge Fair. 
This oppolition I aflume had reference to the large 
trade in hops here tranfadted. (Se^ hereon De 
Foe’s account of this fair under date 1723.) There 
is this curious entry in the Corporation Common 
Day Book : — ** It is agreed that Mr. Langley who 
took great paines in keeping of the Patent for the 
intended Faire at Maidftone lhall have two gynneys 
given him, to be paid by theTreafurers.” 

1683. Dixon, in his “Canidia, or the Witches,” 
publiflied this year, fays : — 

“ A fire licking a Child's hair 
Was to be fccn at Sturbridge fair^ 

With a lambent flame, all over ‘a fwcating marc/' 

And again ; — 

“ Womcn-dancers, Puppet-players, 

At Bartholomew and Sturbridge-Fairs.” 

1686. Mr. Millington, book auAioneer of Lon- 
don, fold in Cooks’ Row in the fair this year (8th 
Sept) the library of James Chamberlrin, fellow of* 
St. John’s College (1700). 

1688. On loth September the Corporation made 
an order that the prices of hackney coachmen who 
drive from Cambridge to Sturbridge fair, or from 
that fair to Cambridge, from fun rifing to funfet, 
ftiould be \ 2 d. for one, two, three, or four perfons. 
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and after funfet 1 for the like number of per- 
fons. 

1696. Mr, Morley in his ** Memoir of Bartholo< 
mew Fair” (1859)^ writing of this period fays, 
" The great fair near Cambridge— Stourbridge Fair 
— was in the days of which we are now fpeaking, a 
place of large commerce ” (p. 351). ' 



CHAPTER XII. 


THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 

1700. 

HERE was publiAied “ A Step to Stir- 
bitch-fair, with remarks upon the Uni- 
verfity of Cambridge,” by Edward 
Ward. Like all “Ned Ward’s” 
books, it is written in a coarfe flangy ftyle ; and I do 
not find anything throwing much light upon the 
fair, except in the matter of book audtions, of which 
his account is very amuiing. 

1701. The mayor and corporation having given 
a company of adors leave to perform at the fair 
without the fandion of the Vice-chancellor, and in 
defiance of his authority, the fenate, on the 4th 
Sept, paired a grace enading that the privileges of 
the Univerfity fhould be defended and vindicated 
at the public charge ; and in the meantime, to pre- 
vent a breach of difcipline the authority of prodors 
during the time of the fair was conferred on fixty-two 
Matters of Arts, and it was decreed that whoever 
difobeyed them fhould ipjo faSh incur the penalty 
of expulfion. 
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It {^ms that the Vice-chancellor (Dr. Bentley) 
committed Dogget the adlor to g^l« uid ordered 
the booth built for ^e theatre to be demolifhed. 

1705. The London newipapers of this year an- 
nounced ** That the fair would be proclaimed on the 
7th Sept, with great folemnity by the Vice-chancellor 
of the Univerfity, the Mayor of the Town, accom- 
panied by Lqfd Duplin and Mr. Cadogan, the re- 
prefentatives in Parliament, the Recorder, Aldermen, 
&c., preceded by red-coats and other officers on 
horfeback, with mufic playing before them ; that it 
was expedefl there would be greater concourie of 
people and a more flourifhing trade than had been 
known for feveral years paft, owing to the conduct 
of a fet of gentlemen who were endeavouring to 
revive the reputation of a fair not many years ago 
the moft confiderable in Europe.” This announce- 
ment, which in great part contained nothing out of 
the common, it turned out was inferted at the in- 
ftance of a Londoner who was going to fee the fair 
for the firft time; and it had the effeft of drawing 
together more people than had been feen there for 
ten years. The vifitor in queftion records in the 
“ Gentleman’s Magazine ” that he regularly took 
coach every afternoon at the Market-hill (Cam- 
bridge) with other gownfmen, drinking tea at the 
Coffee-booth, “ where now and then we had the 
company of fome very agreeable ladies of Cam- 
bridge town and education, and a fortnight was 
thus fpent.” 

t709.*There was publifhed in London: “ Nun- 
din® Sturbrigienfes,” a poem in Latin hexameters, 
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of fome five hundred lines, by Th. Hill, Coll. Trin. 
Cant. Soc. It is included in vol. ii. “ Mufae Angli- 
canae,” editio quinta. Londini, ex ofHcina J. S. R. 
Tonfon and J. Watts, 1741. An * indicates that 
the poem in queftion was added to this edition, 
and not found in former ones. The poem gives 
a defcription of the fair as it exifted in the reign of 
Queen Anne. * 

1710. The queftion of the preacherfhip of the 
fair referred to under date 1650, came, up this year 
in,j,ftrong force. The corporation had ufually ap- 
pointed the minifter of Barnwell, but this year they 
appointed another, a fellow of King’s College. 
Their right to the nomination was now difputed by 
the improprietor and minifter of Barnwell. The 
corporation refolved to maintain their nominee, and 
the oppofing parties advertifed their intention of 
Handing on what they regarded as their rights. 
Proceedings were accordingly commenced in the 
Bifhop of Ely’s court. The following year (Sept. 
1711) the Vicar of Barnwell publifhed the fol- 
lowing: — 

Whereas ’tis the refolution of the corporation of 
Cambridge, agunft the prefent incumbent of Barn- 
well, to fet up a preacher in Sturbridge Fair ; being 
led thereinto by artificially perfuading fbme of his 
predecefibrs into an illegal note, againH the patron, 
his clerks and fuccefTors in the faid livmg ; and 
Sturbridge Fair being in the parifh of Little St. 
Andrew’s, Barnwell, and the minifters thereof have 
(when right and law prevail) time out of mind, 
without any difturbance (the faid corporation of 
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Cambridge finding alwdes a pulpit) performed the 
fervice of the two Lord’s-days during the faid fair, 
with their congregation, f^ice>book^ veftments, 
pulpit ornaments, and parilh<lerk, in gratitude for 
the collection that hath been there alwdes made, 
for the better fupport of themfelvcs imder their 
final! parochial income, till the lafi year 1710; for 
which intrufign, then, the unwary ufurper was cen- 
fured in the Bifhop’s ecclefiaftical court: Thefe do 
humbly givj notice to the gentlemen of the fair, 
that the pulpit not being allowed this year as ufual, 
and it not being known* foon enough to provide 
one, the fervice of the Lord’s day, during this pre- 
fent feir, will be performed in the parifli-church, 
morning and evening, by the minifter of Barnwell. 

Will. Piers. 

Mr. Piers appears to have carried his point, as 
no mention of a Sturbridge fair preacher fubfe- 
quently to 1711 occurs in the Corporation books. 
Dr. Hurd, Bifhop of Worcefter, was, whilft feUow 
of Emmanuel, preacher at Sturbridge fair. 

breaching in the Fair , — The fervices were per- 
formed during the two Sundays occurring in the 
principal period of the fair, both morning and after- 
noon. The fermon was preached from a pulpit 
placed in the open air, in the centre of the large 
Iquare, fome 300 by 240 feet, called the Duddery, 
where the woollen- drapers, wholefale tailors, and 
fellers of feccmd-hand clothes took up their refi- 
dence, in fpacious booths. In the centre of this 
fquare was formerly a tall maypole, with a vane 
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at the top. It was the moft orderly put of the 
hit. 

Ned Ward, in his book already referred to 
( 1 700), mentions this part of the fur, and lays there 
ftands **an old weather-beaten pulpit, where on Sun- 
day a lermbn is delivered for the edification of the 
{trolling finners, who give open attention, as in a 
field-conventicle*' (p. 24a). « 

1718. On the 2ift Sept died, aged 89, Samuel 
Newton, one of the Aldermen of Cand>ridge. By 
his will he gave to the town four booths in the 
fair, uid a fermon in his commempration was for 
many years preached at St Edward’s before the 
mayor and corporation on the Sunday next preceding 
the 22nd Sept 

1727. I do not know if there was any fpeciality 
in the procelfion to proclaim the fair this year. 
The following details are given in Cooper’s “ Annals 
of Cambridge,” under this date. The order was 
thus: The Crier in fculet on horfeback j twenty- 
eight, petty Conftables on foot; three drums; 
banners and ftreamers; the Grand Marihal; two 
trumpeters ; the Town mufic (twelve in number), 
two French horns; the Bellman in ftate with a 
fi:and, on horfeback; four Serjeants at Mace on 
horfeback; the Town Clerk on horfeback. The 
Mayor in his robes mounted on a horfe richly cap- 
rifbned, led by two footmen called red coats with 
white wands. The two reprefentatives in Parlia- 
ment on horfeback. Twelve Aldermen according 
to feniority on horfeback (three and three) in their 
proper robes, the fix feniors having their horfes at- 
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tended by as many henchmen or red coats with 
wands. The twenty-four Common Councilmen, 
three and three according to feniority. Eight Dif- 
penfers in their gowns, two and two ; four Bailiffs 
in their habits (two and two). The Treafurers in 
their gowns. The Gentlemen and Tradeffnen of 
the town. ^ 

The proci^nion was followed by a great number 
of the boys of the town on horfeback, who as foon 
as the cereni^ony of proclaiming was over, rode races 
about the place ; and on returning to Cambridge 
each boy had a cake and fome ale at the Town- 
hall. 

This proceffion was maintained until about 1758, 
when it began “ to be abridged,” owing as it is faid 
to the trouble and charge of keeping it in fuitable 
condition. 

He Foe’s Dejcription of the Fair. — 1723. This 
year the fair was vilited by Daniel De Foe, and he 
gives an account of it which I regard as of great 
value. He underffood how to grapple with what 
he faw, and how to record the refults of his inquiry. 

I give his delcription with very fmall curtailment. 
The account was not publiffied until 1724: 

I now draw near to Cambridge, to which I fanfy 
I look as if I was afraid to come, having made fo 
many Circumlocutions beforehand ; but I muff; yet 
make another Digreffion before I enter the Town ; 
(for in my way, and as I came infoom Newmarket, 
about the beginning of September;) I cannot omit, 
that I came necefffarily through Sturbridge Fair, 
which was then in its height. 
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If it is a Diverfion worthy of a Book to treat of 
TriHesy fuch as the Gayety of Bury Fair, it cannot 
be very unpleafant, efpecially to the Trading part 
of the World, to fay fomething of this Fair, which 
is not only the greateft in the whole Nation, but in 
the World ; nor, if I may believe thpfe who have 
ieen them all, is the Fair at Leipfick in Saxony, the 
Mart at Frankfort on the Main, or* the Fairs at 
Nuremberg or Aulburg, any way to compare to 
this Fair at Sturbridge. , 

It is kept in a large Corn-field, near Cafterton, 
extencting from the fide of the Rivef Cam, towards 
the Road, for about half a Mile Square. 

If the Hufbandmen who rent the Land, do not 
get their Corn off before a certain Day in Auguft, 
the Fair-Keepers may trample it under foot, and 
fpoil it, to build their Booths : On the other Hand, 
to ballance that Severity, if the Fair-Keepers have 
not done their Bufinefs of the Fair, and remov’d 
and clear’d the field by another certain Day in Sep- 
tember, the Plowmen may come in again, with Plow 
and Carfy and overthrow all and trample it into the 
Dirt ; and as for the Filth, Dung, Straw, &c, necef^ 
farily left by the Fair-Keepers, the Quantity of 
which is very great, it is the Farmers Fees, anc^^ 
makes them full amends for the trampling, riding, 
and carting upon, and hardening the Ground. 

It is impoffible to defcribe all the Parts and Cir- 
cumftances of this Fur exaftly; the Shops are 
placed in Rov^ like Streets, whereof one is call’d 
Cheapfide ; and herey as in foveral other Streets, are 
all forts of Trades, who fell by Retale, and ' who 
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come principally from London with their Goods ; 
Icarce any trades are omitted, Goldfmiths, Toy- 
Hiops, Braziers, Turners, MUleners, Haberdalhers, 
Hatters, Mercers, Drapers, Pewterers, Ghina-Ware- 
houles. Taverns, Brandy-Shops, and Eating- Houfes, 
innumerable, and all in Tents, and Booths, as 
above. ' 

This greai^ Street reaches from the Road, which 
as I faid goes from Cambridge to Newmarket, turn- 
ing Ihort out of it to the Right towards the River, 
and holds in a Line near half a Mile quite down to 
the River-fide *. In another Street parallel with the 
Road are like Rows of Booths, but larger, apd 
more intermingled with Wholefale Dealers, and on 
one fide, palling out of this laft Street to the Left 
Hand, is a formal great Square, form’d by the 
largefl: Booths, built in that Form, and which they 
called the Duddery ; whence the name is deriv’d, and 
what its Signification is, I could never yet learn, 
tho’ I made all poflible iearch into it. [Duddery 
is evidently derived from the old word Dudde, fig- 
nifying cloth (“ Promptorium Parvulorum,” ed. 
Way, i. I34)« Duds for clothes is Hill uled as a 
cant wor 4 and by the Scotch (Bailey’s “ Dic- 
, tionary;” Glofiaries to Burns and Walter Scott).] 
Thje area of this Square is about 80 to 100 yar^, 
where the Dealers have room before every Booth 
to take down, and open their Packs, and to bring 
in Waggons to load and unload. 

This place is feparated, and Peculiar to the Whole- 
fale Dealers in the Woollen Manufacture. Here the 
Booths, or Tents are of a vafi; Extent, have dilTe- 
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rent apartments, arid the Quantities of Goods they 
bring are ib Great, that the Inhdes of them look like 
another Blackwell Hall, being as vaft Ware-Houfes 
pil’d up with Goods to the Top. In this Duddery, 
as I have been inform’d, there have been fold 
^loofioo worth of Woollen Manufaftures in lefs 
fiian a Week’s time, befides the prodigious Trade 
carry’d on here, by Wholefale Men, ^om London, 
and all Parts of England, who tranf^ their Bufi- 
neis wholly in their Pocket-Books, and meeting 
their Chapmen from all Parts, make up their 
Accounts, receive money chiefly in Bills, and take 
Orders : Thefe they fay exceed by hr the Sales of 
Goods adually brought to the Fair, and deliver’d in 
Kind; it being frequent for the London Wholefale 
Men to carry back orders fiom their Dealers for 
,^10,000 worth of Goods a Man, and fome much 
more. This efpecially refpedts thofe People, who 
deal in heavy Goods, as Wholefale Grocers, Salters, 
Braflers, Iron-Merchants, Wine-Merchants, and the 
like ; but does not exclude the Dealers in Woollen 
Manufadtures, and e^ecially in Mercery Goods of 
all ibrts, the Dealers in which generally manage 
their Buflneis in this manner. 

Here are Clothiers from Hallifax, Leeds, Wake-^ 
field and Huthersfield in Yorklhire, and from Roch- 
dale, Bury, &c, in Lancafltire, with vafl Quantities 
of Yorklhire Cloths, Kerfeyes, Pennillons, Cottons, 
&c., with all Ibrts of Manchelter Ware, Fuflians, 
and things made of Cotton Wool; of which the 
Quantity is fo great, that they told me there were 
near a thoufand Horfe-Packs of fuch Goods from that 
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lide of the Country, and thele took up a fide and a 
half of the Duddeiy at lead; alfo a part of a ftreet 
of Booths were taken up with Upholfterer’s Ware, 
fuch as Tickings, Sackings, Kidderminfter Stuffs, 
Blankets, Rugs, Quilts, &c. 

In the Duddery I few one Ware-houfe or Booth 
with fix Apartments in it, all belonging to a Dealer 
in Norwich §tufFs only, and who they fmd had 
there above ,^20,000 value in thofe Goods, and no 
other. 

Wefterh Goods had their Share here alfb, and 
feveral Booths were fill’d as full with Serges, Du- 
Roys, Druggets, Shalloons, Cantaloons, Devon fhire 
Kerfies, &c, from Exeter, Taunton, Briftol, and 
other Parts Weft, and fome from London alfo. 

But all this is ftill out done, at leaft in fhow, by 
two Articles, which are the peculiars of this Fair, 
and do not begin till the other part of the Fair, 
that is to fey for the Woolen Manufadure begins 
to draw to a Clofe ; thefe are Wooll, and the Hops, 
as for the Hops there is fcu*ce any Price fix’d for 
Hops in England, till they know how they fell at 
Sturbridge Fair ; the Quantity that appears in the 
Fair is indeed prodigious, and they, as it wer^ 
poflefs a large Part of the Field on which the Fair 
is kept, to themfelves; they are brought diredly 
from Chelmsford in EfTex, from Canterbury and 
Maidftone in Kent, and from Farnham in Surrey, 
befides what are brought from London, the growth 
of thofe, and other places. 

Enquiring why this Fair fhould be thus, of all 
other Places in England, the Center of that Trade ; 
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and fo great a Quantity of fo Bulky a Commodity 
be carry’d thither fo far : I was anfwer’d by one 
thoroughly acquainted with that matter^ thus : 
The Hops, faid he, for this part of England, grow 
principally in the two counties of Surrey and Kent, 
^with an exception only of the town of Chelmsford 
m Eflex, and there are very few planted anywhere 
elfe. , 

I muft not omit here alfo to mention, 

that the River Grant, or Cam, whi9h runs clofe 
by the N.W. fide of the Fair in its way from 
Cambridge to Ely, is Navigable, and that by this 
means, all heavy Goods are brought even to the 
Fair-Field, by Water Carriage from London, and 
other Parts, firft to the Port of Lynn, and then in 
Barges up the Oufe, from the Oule into the Cam, 
and fo, as 1 fay to the very Edge of the Fair. 

In like manner great Quantities of heavy Goods, 
and the Hops among the reft, are lent from the 
Fair to Lynn by Water, and Ihipped there for the 
Humber, to Hull, York, &c, and for New Caftle 
upon Tyne, and by New Caftle, even to Scotland 
itfrlf. Now as there is ftill no planting of Hops 
in the North, tho’ a great Consumption, and the 
Consumption increafing Daily, this, lays my Friend, 
is one reafon why at Sturbridge Fair there is fo 
great a Demand for the Hops : He added, that 
befides this, there were very few Hops, if any 
worth naming, growing in all the Counties even on 
this fide Trent^ which were above forty miles from 
London ; thefe Counties depending on Sturbridge 
Fair for their Supply, lb the Counties of Suftblk, 
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Norfolk, Cambridge, Huntingdon, Northampton, 
Lincoln, Leicefter, Rutland, and even to Stafford, 
Warwick, and Worcefterftiire, bought moll if not 
all their Hops at Sturbiidge Fair. 

Thefe are the Reafons why fo great a Quantity 
of Hops are feen at this Fair, as that it is in- 
credible, conlidering too, how remote from this 
Fair the Grov^th of them is, as above. 

This is likewife a tellimony of the prodigious 
Refort of th^ Trading people of all Parts of Eng- 
land to this Fair ; the C^antity of Hops that have 
been fold at one of thefe Fairs is diverlley reported, 
and fome affirm it to be fo great, that 1 dare not 
copy after them ; but without doubt it is a furprif* 
ing Account, efpecially in a cheap Year. 

The next Article brought hither, is Wool, and 
this of feveral forts, but principally Fleece Wool, 
out of Lincolnlhire, where the longell Staple is 
found ; the Iheep of thofe Countries being of the 
largeft Breed. 

The Buyers of this Wool, are chiefly indeed the 
Manufafturers of Norfolk and Suffolk and Effex, 
and it is a prodigious Quantity they buy. 

Here I faw what I have not obferv’d in any 
j>ther county of England, namely, a Pocket of 
Wool. 

^This feems to be firft call’d lb in Mockery, this 
Pocket being fo big, that it loads a whole Waggon, 
and reaches beyond the moH extream Parts of it, 
hanging over both before and behind, and thele 
ordinarily weigh a Ton or 25 Hundred weight of 
Wool, all in one Bag. 
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The Quantity of Wool only, which has been 
fold at this Place at one Fair, has been faid to 
amount to £$0,000 or £60,000 in value, fbme fay 
a great deal more. 

By thele Articles a Stranger may make fome 
gue& at the immenfe Trade carry'd on at this 
Place ; what prodigious Quantities of Goods are 
bought and ibid here, and what a, confluence of 
People are feen here from all Parts of England. 

I might go on here to {peak of fev^l other forts 
of Engliih Manufeftures, which are brought hither 
to be fold ; as all forts of wrought Iron, and Brafs- 
Ware from Birmingham ; Edg’d Tools, Knives, 
&c, from Sheffield; Glafo-Wares and Stockings 
from Nottingham, and Leicefter ; and an infinite 
Throng of other things of fmaller value, every 
Morning. 

To attend this Fair, and the prodigious conflux 
of People which come to it, there are fometimes 
not lefs than fifty Hackney Coaches, which come 
from London, and ply Night and Morning to carry 
the People to and from Cambridge ; for there the 
grofs of the People lodge ; nay, which is ftill more 
ftrange, there are Wherries brought from London 
on Waggons to plye upon the little River Cam, 
and to row People up and down firom the Town, 
and from the Fair as Occafion prefonts. 

It is not to be wondered at, if the Town of Cam- 
bridge cannot Receive or Entertain the Numbers of 
People that come to this Fmr; not Cambridge 
only, but all the Towns round are full ; nay, the 
very Bams, and Stables are turn’d into Inns, and 
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made as fit as they can to Lodge the meaner Sort 
of People. 

As for the People in the Fair, they all univcr- 
fally Eat Drink and Sleep in their Booths and 
Tents ; and the fiiid Booths are lb intermingled 
with Taverns, Cofiee- Houles, Drinking- Houles, ^ 
Eating-Houles, Cook-Shops, &c, and all in Tents 
too ; and lb nymy Butchers, and Hagglers from all 
the Neighboring Counties come into the Fair every 
Morning witjj Beef, Mutton, Fowls, Butter, Bread, 
Cheefe, Eggs, and fuch things; and go with them 
from Tent to Tent, from Door to Door, that 
there’s no want of any Provilions of any kind, 
either dref’d or undrefd. 

In a Word, the Fair is like a well Fortify’d City, 
and there is the leaft Diforder and Confufion (I 
believe) that can be feen anywhere, with fo great a 
Concourfe of People. 

Towards the latter End of the Fair, and when 
the great Hurry of Wholefale Bufinefs begins to be 
over, the Gentry come in, from all parts of the 
County round ; and tho’ they come for their diver- 
lion ; yet’tis not a little Money, they lay out; 
which generally fidls to the lhare of the Retailers, 
^fuch as Toy-lhops, Goldfmith% Brafiers, Iron- 
mongers, Turners, Milleners, Mercers, &c, and 
fome loofe Coins, they referve for the Puppet 
Shows, Drolls, Rope-Dancers, and fuch-Iike, of 
which there is no want, though not confiderable 
like the reft : The laft Day of the Fair is the Horle- 
Far, where the whole is clofed with both Horfe 
and Foot-Races, to divert the meaner Sort of 



142 SturbHdge Fair. 

People only, for nothing conliderable is offered of 
that Kind : Thus Ends the whole Fair, and in lefs 
than a week more, there is fcarce any fign left that 
there has been fuch a thing there 

I Ihould have mention’d, that here is a Court of 
^ Juftice always open, and held every Day in a Shed 
built on purpofe in the Fair ; this is for keeping 
the Peace, and deciding Controversies in matters 
Deriving from the Bulinefs of the Fair ; The 
Magiftrates of the Town of Cambridge are Judges 
in this Court, as being in their Jurifdidion, or they 
are holditfg it by Special Priviledjge : Here they 
determine Matters in a Summary way, as is pradtif ’d 
in thofe we call Pye-Powder Courts in other Places, 
or as a Court of Confcience ; and they have a final 
Authority without Appeal. 

1729. ^his year was paffed An Order for the 
Regiftering and Regulating the Prices of Hackney 
Coaches at Sturbridge Fair,” which was quite a 
formidable document. I give one paragraph only : 

. . . And whereas in purfuance and by virtue of 
fuch immemorial prefcription ufage and Charters 
the faid mayor bailiffs and burgeffes have from 
time to time taken on themfelves the regulation 
of Hackney Coaches coming to the faid fair; and^ 
did heretofore take a toll of ^s. from each coach 
coming to the faid fair, which of late years they 
have omitted to receive in confideradon of the 
great expenfes of fuch hackney coachmen coming 
to the faid fair ; and did order appoint and efta> 
blifh the prices to be taken by all coachmen coming 
to the faid fair and there tendering themfelves to 



Hhe Eighteenth Century. 143 

carry paflengers and perfons from the town of 
Cambridge to the faid fair, and from the faid fair 
to the town of Cambridge, at the price or fum of 
3 ^* • • 

The price (after many more recitals) was fixed 

at6i/. 

1733. There was a difpute between the Univer- 
fity and the C9rporation as to the right to weigh 
hops in the fair, as indeed there had been for feveral 
previous years. The matter was referred to the Com- 
miflary of the Univerfity and the Recorder of the 
Town, who decided in favour of the Univerfity. A 
paper on the fubjefi: was drawn up and publifhed 
by Thomas Johnfon of M^dalen College, one of 
the taxors. 

1738. The Univerfity publifhed a fevere edidt 
againfi: fchifmatical congregations at Stourbridge 
fair, and appointed Pro-proftors to fee it executed. 
Thefe meafures were occafioned by the, fear that 
the famous John Henley would ereft an oratory in 
the fair. He had applied to the Vice-chancellor 
for leave to hold an oratory there and had been 
refufed. 

1 741 . A great gale this year blew down many of 
. ^the booths at the f»r, and caufed great incon- 
venience and fome damage. 

1747. On 29 th Jime the Court of Common 
Pleas gave judgment in an adtion of trefpafs brought 
by James Auftin againft King Whittred for feiz- 
ing his cheefe, &c., at this fair in 1745 ; which 
trefpafs the defendant juftified by way of diftrefs 
damage feafant made by him as fervant to the Cor- 
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poration, the owners of die fur. The court held 
the plea bad in fubiUnce, as every perfon had of 
common right a liberty of carrying Ms goods to a 
public fair for fale. — “ Willes Reports,” 623. 

1748. A company of players from the theatres 
^in London performed a pantomime called ** Harle- 
quin’s Frolics or Jack Spaniard caught in a Trap,” in 
Hufley’s Great Theatrical Booth. X ^^ere were alfo 
fbme entertunments of iinging and dancing. It 
was believed thefe were permitted in honour of the 
approaching peace. But in the following year there 
were alfo companies of players prelent. — “ Annals,” 
iv. p. 262, note. 

1749. The Land Tax afTefled on the fair this 
year amounted to 12 "js, lod. 

Carter the Hiftorian of Cambridge publilhed an 
account of the fair this ypar. I (hall only quote 
from it fuch points as have not been mentioned by 
De Foe and others. He refers to the name of the 
fair being obvioufly derived from the rivulet called 
the Stour, which has a bridge over it near the fite 
of the fair. 

“ During the fain Colchefter oyfters (natives) and 
white herrings, juft coming into ieafon are in great 
lequeft, at leaft by fuch as live in the inland part o^ 
the kingdom.” . . . “The frir is like a well governed 
city. ... If any dilpute arife between buyer and 
feller &c, on calling out * Red-coat ’ you have in- 
ftantly one or more come running to you; and if 
the jfrQiute is not quickly decided, the offender is 
cilillied to the faid Court [of the fair] where the cafe 
is determined in a fummary way.” . . .” 
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1757. Poftlethwayt in his/^ Dictionary of Trade 
and Commerce,” 2nd edition, (peaks of the fur as 
<< beyond all comparifon the greateft in Britain, and 
perhaps in the world ^ it certainly was at this 
time. 

1759. The Corporation ordered the colledor of, 
the tolls to provide weights and fcales for weighing 
hops and oth^ goods at the hur, and agreed to in- 
demnify him againft any fuit in relation to the 
weighing of fuch goods. 

Peculiar cujiom of the Fair. — 1762. At this fair 
about this date, there was in praAice the cuftom of 
"Initiation” or " Chriftening.” It took place 
ufually on the evening of the horfe-^irday — perhaps 
becaufe there was a (pecies of horfe-play about the 
performance, at the " Robin Hood ” inn, famous 
in the annals of the fair. The formula was as 
follows : — The freftiman was mtroduced to the 
elder members in the parlour of the inn, and two 
(ponlbrs being previoufly chofen for him, he was 
placed in an armchair, his head uncovered, and his 
(hoes off. Two vergers, holding (laves and lighted 
candles, affifted the officiator, who was robed in a 
Cantab’s gown and cap, with a bell in one hand and 
a book in the other. He commenced the ceremony 
by afking " Is this an Inhdel ? ” Anfwer, " Yes.” 
“What does he require?” Anfwer, " InftruAion 
(or to be inftruAed).” " Where are the fponfors ? 
let them (land forward ! ” A bowl of punch or 
a bottle of wine was placed on the table handy for 
the ofEciator, who then chaunted the following 
doggrel 
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Over thy head I ring this bell> 

Becaufe thou art an infidel. 

And I know thee by thy fmell — ^ 

Chorus, With a hoccius proxius mandamus, 

Let no vengeance light on him, 

And fo call upon him. 

*\Vith feveral verfes more of the fame fort. 

Then the of^ciator turned round and inquired 
Who names this child ? ** The fponfors replied 
‘‘ We do,** and then they called the novitiate by 
fome flang name, as Nimble-heelS,*’ Stupid 
Stephen,** ** Tommy Simper,** or other ludicrous 
delignation. The officiator then drank and gave 
the novice a full bumper, continuing the chaunt : — 

** Nimble-hccls** henceforward (hall be his name, 
Which to confefs let him not feel (hamc 
Whether ’fore mailer, mifs, or dame — 

And then the chorus as before. Then, — 

This child firil having paid his dues. 

Is welcome then to put on his (hoes. 

And fing a fong, or tell a merry tale — 

As he may choofe. 

Chorus and conviviality ending up by a formal 
fupper. If feveral novices were offered together, 
one ceremony fufficed, with a few neceflary verbal 
alterations. 

1771. In a letter of the Rev. Michael Tyfon, 


^ In the days of flavery in the United States of America, 
there was in frequent ufe the following couplet : 

“ The Lord him knows the nigger well, 

He knows the nigger by the fmell,'' &c. 
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dated Corf us Chrifti College , Cambridge t Sept. I2th, 
this year, occurs the following palTage : — There 
is an old and curious plan of Sturbridge Fair in 
the mayor’s booth, taken when it was in its fplen- 
dour, when its ftreet and fquare extended all over 
thole fields by Barmwell. I mean to make a copy , 
of this, and to draw up an Hijloriola of the Fair ; 
but this is toQ local to be of any entertainment but 
to thole conneded with Cambridge. Thank 
Heaven my.Deanlhip ends on Michaelmas day. . 

— Nichols’ “ Literary Anecdotes,” viii. 569. 

1778. Violent llorm during the fair; Bailey’s 
large mulic booth blown down and many others 
injured. 

1783. At the Quarter Sellions of Cambridge 
held July this year the following order was made : 

“Whereas fome difputes have arifen, touching 
the Intercommon of Stirbridge Fair Green, between 
the Commoners of Cambridge, and thofe of Barn- 
well within the faid Town, and a fuit hath been 
iiiftitutedin order to try the right of the faid Com- 
mon : It is this day agreed and ordered, that the 
Cofts of fuch fuit on the part of the faid town of 
Cambridge, touching the faid intercommon, be paid 
and borne by the faid town ; and that the Town 
Clerk be delired to profecute the faid fuit, to alTert 
the right of the inhabitants of the faid town to the 
faid Common. 

It is recorded that Ibme of the fcenes at the fair 
about this date were of a reprehenlible charader, 
and tradition elpecially points to a booth raifed by 
Charles Day, the charader of one of whofe patrons 
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is fleeced with a free hand in ** Nichols’ literary 
An^dbtes ” viii. p. 540. 

17^6. ’There was publiflied ‘*The Hiftory and 
Andquities of Barnwell Abbey, and of Airbridge 
Fair” (being a reprint of ** Bibliodieca Tc^k)- 
tgraphica Britannica,” No. xxxviii.), from which I 
have drawn Ibme of the preceding details. 

1789. An interefting and amufing account of 
the fair as it appeared in 1789 — reign of Geotge 
III. — is given in “ Reminifcences of Cambridge,” 
by Henry Gunning, formerly an Efquire Bedell, 
vol. i.,pp. 149-158, lecond edition, London, 1855. 


CHAPTER XIII, 


THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 

• 1 8oa. 

URING the perfonnance at the theatre 
in the fair, a7thSept., a cry of “fire” 
arofe in different parts of the houfe, 
which was greatly crowded. Although 
the manager and performers alTured the audience 
that the alarm was without foundation, and tried 
every perfuaiion to obtain order, a general rufh took 
place. Some threw themfelves over from the upper 
boxes into the pit; others were trampled upon and 
bruifed on the ftairs. In the end three girls and a 
boy were taken up dead, and many others were 
more or lefs ferioully injured. It was fuppofed the 
cry was got up for the purpofes of robbery; one 
hundred guineas reward was offered for the offenders, 
but they efcaped detedion. 

1827. In Hone’s ‘‘Year Book” is given a 
graphic account of this ^ir as it had exifled within 
the memory of the writer, whofe “ perfonal recol- 
ledions of more than fixty years ago,” are embodied 





150 Sturbridge Fair. 

therein j from which I condenfe the following, as 
giving a view of its later, but not laft ftage ; 

The firft booths, on the north fide of the road 
were occupied by the cuftomary fhows of wild 
beafts and wild men, conjurors, tumblers and rope- 
-dancers. Mr. Baker’s company of “ comedians ” 
was refpedable; and Lewy Owen the clown, a 
young man of good frmily, who ha^ abandoned 
himfelf to this way of life, full of eccentric wit and 
grimace, continually excited broad grinf. The late 
Mrs. Inchbald was a performer at this fair. There 
was a large theatrical booth, occupied by a refpeft- 
able company of comedians from Norwich, under 
the management of Mr. Bailey, formerly a merchant 
of London. He was a portly goodJooking man, 
of gentlemanly manners and addrefs, the compiler 
of the Diredlory bearing his name — a work of 
much merit, containing befides the names of refidents 
in the feveral towns, conciie yet correft topogra- 
phical defcription of the places : the book has now 
become very fcarce. Other ftiow booths, occupied 
by giants and dwarfs, favage beafts and other 
favages, extended with ftunning din along this noify 
line. In front of thefe were the fruit and ginger- 
bread ftalls. ... On the fouth fide of the road 
opppfite to thefe booths was the cheefe fair. 
Dealers from various parts took their ftands there, 
and many tons weight were dilpofrd of. Such as 
were fit for the London market were bought by the 
cheefe fadors from thence; and cheefe from 
Chelhire, Wilts, and Glofter by the gentry and 
farmers and dealers from Suffolk, Norfolk, and ad- 
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joining counties; large quantities of Cottenham 
and cream cheeles being brought by farmers from 
thole counties for fale. Oppolite to the eaft 
end of the cheefe fair, on the north fide of the road 
Hands an ancient chapel or oratory, no doubt 
eredted for the devout dealers and others relbrting 
to this fair, and for fuch pious travellers as palTed* 
or repaired the ferry to Chefterton [various refe- 
rences have {>een made to it; Hill Handing, 1882]. 
At and nigh to this Ipot were the wool-fair and the 
hop-fair. *Large Hores of lack-cloths, waggon-tilts, 
and fuch like were near the Ikin, leather fellers' 
and glovers’ ro'w, where the liner articles of leather 
and leather gloves were fold. Little edifices of 
general convenience were numerous. 

At the end of the Ihow-booths and facing the row 
began the principal range of booths, called Garlick- 
row. This range of Ihops was well conHrufted. 
Each booth confiHed of two rooms; the back 
room feparated from the Ihop by a boarded parti- 
tion served for a bed chamber and other domeHic 
purpofes, from which a door opened into a field. A 
range of booths was generally appropriated to fur- 
niture fellers, ironmongers, filverfmiths, jewellers, 
japanners and fine cutlery dealers. Another range 
to filk-mercers, dealers in mullin, toys and millinery. 
Yet another to dealers in Norwich and Yorklhire 
manufaftures, mercery, lace, hole, fine made Ihoes, 
boots, clogs and patterns While dealers in 

falhionable wares from London, as furs, fans, toys, 
&c. occupied a diHind group. A further group was 
devoted to oilmen, dealers in pickles, and prelervcs, 
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one of whom — Mr. Green from Limehoufe^kept a 
moft important ftore here. His returns were from 
£itSOO to j^2,ooo during the fair. The father of 
the writd: &om whom 1 am quoting **kept the 
fair” for forty years and upwardsj “and ufually 
brought home ;^i»ooo or more for goods fold and 
*pud for, belides felling to half that amount on 
credit to reputable dealers and farmers. At the 
end of this row ftood the dealers in glafs-ware, look- 
ing-glalTes and fmall articles of mahogany furniture. 
The Inn — the King’s Arms, I believe — was the 
common refort of the horfe-dealers. Here fat the 
Pied-pudre court, having a pair oT flocks and a 
whipping-poft in front, and a ftrong room imder- 
neath. Clofe adjoining northward was the oyfter 
fair. The oyfters brought from Lynn were very 
lai^e, about the fize of a horfc’s hoof, and were 
opened with pincers ; the more delicate from Col- 
chefter and Whitftable were very fmall. In the 
meadow adjoining were the coal fair, pottery fair 
and Staifordfhire dealers. The greater part of thefe 
articles were delivered from on board veffels which 
drew up clofe to the bank of the river. 

Oppofite to the oyfter fair was a clofe wherein 
the horfc fair was kept The fhow of beautiful 
animals in that place was perhaps unrivalled, un- 
lefs in Yorkfhire. The fineft racers and hunters 
from Yorkfhire, the rngfi; brawny and mufcular 
draught horfes from Suffolk, and from every other 
country famous for breeding horfes animated the 
fcene. This horfe fair drew together a great con- 
courfe of gentry, farmers and dealers from all parts 
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of the neighbouring counties, and fcores of valu* 
able animals changed mafters in the ^ace of a few 
hours. The horfe fair was held on the firft Friday 
after the fur was proclumed. 

Higher up, and about fifty yards from the road 
was IronmQngers’ row, with booths occupied by 
muiufaAures from Sheffield, Birmingham, Wolver- 
hampton, and^ other parts; and dealers in agricul- 
tural tools, nails, hatchets, faws, and fuch like 
implements. About twenty yards nearer the road 
were woollen drapers ; and further on, and oppofite 
toGarlick-row weft ward, were booths for flop fellers, 
and dealers in’haubergs, or waggoners’ frocks, 
jackets, half-boots, and fuch like habiliments for 
robuft ploughmen and farm labourers. Then fol- 
lowed the hatters’ row, clofe to which was a very 
refpedable coftee-houfe and tavern, fitted up with 
neat tables covered with green baize, having glazed 
fafh-windows and a boarded floor, kept by the pro- 
prietor of Dochrell’s coffee-houfe in Cambridge, 
famed for excellent milk punch. There were alfo 
a number of futtling booths where plain and fub- 
ftantial dinners were ferved up in a neat com- 
fortable ftyle, well cooked and moderately charged, 
except on the horfe fair and Michaelmas days, 
when an extra fixpence was generally tackt to the 
tail of the goofc.” 

Shoemaker row was at. the end of Garlick-row 
and confifted of ten or twelve booths. The bafket 
fair, Tunbridge ware fair, and broom fair, were 
behind nearly at the top. In the bafket fair were 
to be had all kinds of hampers, bafkets and bafket 
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work; hay rakes, fcythe-hafb, pitchfork and fpadc- 
handles, and other implements of hufbandry, wag- 
gon loads of which were piled up there. In the 
Tunbridge ware fedtion were malt, (hovels, churns, 
cheefe-predes and other wooden ware. 

The circuit of the fair at the period to which 
this account relates was eftimated at three miles. 
A lift of many of the principal London dealers who 
attended this fair is appended to this account Vide 
Hone’s “ Year Book,” 1 841 ed. col. 1 539-48. A 
rough plan or chart of the fair is there given. 

1828. The formal opening of the fair is defcribed 
in Wall-Gunning, “ The ceremonies obferved in 
the fenate-houfe of the Univerfity of Cambridge.” 
Camb. pp. 129-31. 

1 842. The pradtice — the origin of which I have 
not been able to trace — of the Prodlorsof the Uni- 
verfity giving entertdnments at the Midfummer 
and Sturbridge fairs was this year difcontinued by 
a Grace pafled 2nd July. 

1855. The Univerfity, for the laft time, “called 
the fair” on 18th Sept, this year. The following 
form was uled on the occafion — very much modi- 
fied from that of 1 548. 

Proclamation of the Fairy by the Univerfity , — 
Oyez! Oyez ! Oyez! All perfons are defired to 
keep filence while Proclamation of this Fair is 
being made. 

His Royal Highnels Prince Albert, Chancellor 
of this Univerfity Doth in the name of our Sove- 
reign Lady Queen Vidloria ftridlly charge and 
command : 
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That all peHbns who (hall repair to this Fair or 
the precindts thereof Do keep Her Majefty’s peace, 
and make no affrays or outcries whereby any gather- 
ing together of people be made, nor that they wear 
any weapons upon pain of imprifonment and lofs 
of their weapons and further correftion as (hall be 
thought fit by the Officers of the faid Umverfity. 

That all unj^oneft women, all vagrant «nd unruly 
perfons avoid and withdraw themfelves from this 
Fair and the^precinfts thereof immediately after this 
proclamation, that Her Majefty’s Subjedts may be 
quieter, aad good rule the better maintained upon 
pain of imprifonment and further corredtion at the 
difcretion of the Officers of this-Univcrfity. 

That all Bakers baking bread to (ell at this Fair 
or the precindts of the fame Do bake and fell good 
and wholefome bread, and of fuch goodnefs as the 
law doth require, upon pain of the Statute in that 
behalf provided. [Bale (“ Declaration of Bonner’s 
Articles,” fo. 21 b, about 1550), mentions the 
Baker-Boyes crye, as he , fat between his Bread- 
Panners at the fair, “ Buy and beare away ; fteal 
and runne awaye,” &c.] 

That all per(bns who fell Ale or Beer within this 
Fair or the precindts of the fame Do fell by no 
other meafures than by Gallon, Pottle, Quart, Pint, 
and half-pint, fized and (ealed according to the 
Standard of this Univerfity upon pain and penalty 
of the Statute in that behalf provided, and that 
every fuch Vidtualler and feller of Ale and Beer 
have a fign at his door upon pain of Three Shillings 
and four pence. 
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That all perfons who M by weights and meafures 
any kinds of Viftuals, Wares, or Merchandize, that 
their weights and their meafures be iized and fealed, 
and be in all re^fts according to the Standard of 
this Univerfity upon pain of the Statute in that be- 
half provided. 

That all Vintners do fell good and wholefome 
wines without mixing or impolition„and that their 
wine Pots be fized and fealed according to the 
Standard of this Univerfity upon pain of three 
fhillings and four pence for every offence. 

That no perfons in this Fair Do fuffer, keep or 
maintain any unlawful gaming in their houfes or 
grounds, upon pain of the Statute in that behalf 
provided. 

That no perfon receive into his houle or booth 
any perfon of ill life and converfation or fufpefted 
of the fame, upon pain of imprifonment and further 
correlation as fhall be thought fit by the Officers of 
this Univerfity. 

That no perfon whatfoever fell or offer to put to 
fale any kind of wares upon the Sunday upon pain 
of imprifonment and further punifhment by law 
pro^nded : And that no perfon upon the faid day, 
efpecially in the time of fervice or fermon, receive 
any perfbns into their houfes or booths, and there 
fuffer them to remain idle or drinking upon fuch 
pun and penalty as fhall be inflidted upon them by 
the officers of this Univerfity. 

If there be any that will fue for any wares, 
Debts, Injuries or Trefpaffes, or think themfelves 
wronged in any of the premifes, let them make 
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complaint to the Chancellor’s Commiflary of this 
Univerfity who will hold and keep Court at the 
Great Tiled Booth ort next, the 

inftant at o’clock to the intent that Jullice 

may be adminftered according to the Charters and 
and Privileges of this Univerfity. 

God fave the Queen. 

[Copied from the book of Formulae in the Uni- 
verfity Regiftry. 

^ Alfred Rogers, 

April 28, 1882.] 

• 

1882. The fair fiill lingers on. Its commercial 
greatnefs has long fince pafied away — ebbed out of 
exiftence by flow degrees, refulting from many Ibcial 
and other changes, rather than from any one marked 
caufe. But, as may be expefted after fix and a half 
centuries (at leafl;) of notable exiftence, it dies hard. 
Three of its features flill remain. The horfe fair, 
always famous, was this year greater than for fome 
time paft. The onion fair is ftill aflbciated with 
Garlick row, while hurdles, gates, and implements 
of wood are ftill prominent. Thus traditions cling. 
In “.ffilbp DrelT’d” — a rare colleftion of fables by 
J. MandeviUe (4to. 1704, p. 9; Ihould be 33), 
there appeared the following : 

“ An afs of ftupid memory 
Conferd, that going to Stourbridge Fair^ 

His back moft brok with wooden ware.” 

The old aflbeiations are, however, rapidly crumb- 
ling away. 
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The fair is ftill proclaimed by the mayor at the 
old time of commencing; but the fiur is not now 
held until a fortniglQ' later and only lafts three 
days. There are points in the Proclamation worthy 
of note. 

Proclamation of Sturbridge Fair by the Mayor of 
Cambridge. — Oyez! OyezI Oyez! Mr. Mayor 
doth ftriftly charge and command ^all manner of 
perfons to keep lilence whilft the Fwr of Sturbridge 
is publicly proclaimed. God fave the Queen. 

Oyez ! Oyez ! Oyez ! Our moft Gracious Sove- 
reign Lady Viftoria by the Grace of God of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
Queen Defender of the faith by Mr. Mayor of the 
Borough of Cambridge Her Majefty’s Lieutenant 
of the faid Borough one of Her Majefty’s Juftices 
of the Peace for the Borough and County of Cam- 
bridge and chief Governor of this Fair Doth ftridtly 
charge and command that all Merchants and other 
perfons that be repaired or lhall or will repair to 
this Fair of Sturbridge beginning on thefeaft of St. 
Bartholomew the Apoille (old ftyle) and continuing 
until the fourteenth day next after the feall of the 
exaltation of the Holy Crofs (old ftyle) do keep 
Her Majefty’s Peace. 

That all idle and evil difpofed perfons within 
this Fair depart the fame forthwith. 

That no Merchant put to fale or offer to fell 
any wares or merchandize but in the ufual and 
accuftomed places for their feveral wares and mer- 
chandizes appointed. 

That Viftuallers Tiplcrs and other perfons buy 
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no goods or merchandize of any wayfaring man or 
other perfon who fhall bring the iame fo their booths 
or houfes to {ell but only of 4ich as fhall be known 
unto them to be of honed converfation whom they 
fhall be always able to have forthcoming upon 
demand. 

That all Merchants and other perfbns within this 
fair ceafe from^fhewing or felling any wares or mer- 
chandizes and from all labour and travel on the 
Lord’s day. 

And laffly ^r. Mayor giveth to underftand that 
if any Merchant or other perfon will fue or com- 
plain touching any caufe or matter done and com- 
mitted within this Fair or the liberties thereof and 
here determinable let him repair to the place accuf- 
tomed and there according to the law of the land 
the fame caufe or matter fhall be heard and deter- 
mined. God fave the Queen. 



CHAPTER XIV., 

CONCLUSION. 

the prefentation of the prece* 
iflilBa ■ details has beeti elTendal to the 
plan of this work, I delire, by way of 
appropriate conclulion, to eftimate the 
influence of ^e fair upon the development of 
commerce in England, and, in fome degree, allb in 
Eui-ope. I find a moft comprehenfive review of 
this charafter from the mafterly pen of Prof. James 
E. Thorold Rogers, M.A,, in his great work, the 
“ Hiftory of Agriculture and Prices in England ” 
(1866, vol. i. pp. 142-4). 

After pointing out that the port of Lynn, with 
the rivers Oufe, and Cam, were the means by which 
water-carriage was made available for goods — an^ 
important point ; indeed it may be regarded as cer- 
tain that in the middle ages and later, no great fair 
could be held far removed from water communica- 
tion — ^he proceeds : 

The concourfe muft have been a lingular medley. 
Befides the people who poured forth fi*om the great 
towns — from London, Norwich, Colchefter, Oxford, 
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places in the be^nning of fourteenth century 
of great comparative impor^ce^ and who gave 
their names, or, in cafe certain branches of commerce 
had been planted In pardcubr London ftireets, the 
names of iuch ftreets, to the rows of booths in the 
three-weeks’ fair of Stourbridge — ^there were, be- 
yond doubt, the repreientatives of many nations 
colledted together to this great mart of medieval 
commerce. l%e Jew, expelled from England, had 
given place to the Lombard exchanger. The 
Venetian andf Genoefe merchant came with his pre- 
cious ftock of Eaftern produce, his Italian filks and 
velvets, his ftorb of delicate glafs. The Flemifh 
weaver was prefent with his linens of Uege and 
Ghent. The Spaniard came with his ftock of iron, 
the Norwegian wth his tar and pitch. The Galcon 
vine-grower was ready to trade in the produce of 
his vineyard ; and, more rarely, the richer growths 
of Spain, and, ftill more rarely, the vintages of 
Greece were alfo fupplied.^ The Hanfe towns fent 
furs and amber, and probably were the channel by 
which the precious ftones of the Eaft were fupplied 
through the markets of Mofcow and Novgorod. 
And perhaps by ibme of thofe unknown courf^ 
the hiftory of which is loft, fave by the relics which 
'have occaiionally been difcovered, the porcelain of 
the fartheft Eaft might have been feen in ibme of 
the booths. 

Blakeney, and Colchefter, and Lynn, and per- 
haps Norwich, were filled with foreign velTels, and 
bufy with the tranfit of various produce ; and 
Eaftern England grew rich under tlus confluence of 

M 
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trade. How keen muft-have been the intereft with 
which, the franklin and bailiff, one trading on 
his own account, the other entrufted with his matter’s 
produce, witnetted the Icene, miked of the wondw- 
ful world about them, and difcutted the politics of 
Europe! 

To this great lair came, on the other hand, the 
woolpacks, which then formed the riches of Eng- 
land and were the envy of outer ‘nations. The 
Cornilh tin-mine lent its produce, ttamped with the 
lign of the rich earl who bought the throne of the 
German Empire, or of the warlike prince who had 
won his Ipurs at Crecy, and captrjtred the French 
king at Poitiers. Thither came allb fait from the 
fprings of Worcetterlhire, as well as that which had 
been gathered under the fummer fun from the fal- 
terns of the eattem coaft. Here, too, might be 
found lead from the mines in Derbylhire, and iron, 
either raw or manufadtured, from theSuffex forges. 
And befides thefe, there were great ttores of thole 
kinds of agricultural produce which, even under the 
imperfedl cultivation of the time, were gathered in 
greater fecurity, and therefore in greater plenty, 
than in any other part of the world, except 
Flanders. 

To regulate the currency, to fecure the country 
againtt the lofs of fpecie, and more harmleflly to 
prevent the importation of Ipurious or debaled coin, 
the officers of the king’s exchange examined into 
the mercantile tranfadions of the foreign traders. 
To form a ready remedy againtt fraud, the mayor 
fat at his court of the dutty feet; ” a mixed multi- 
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tude were engaged in Me or purchafe ; the nobles 
lecuring fuch articles of luxury as were ofiered them, 
or which law and cuftom affigned to their rank — 
their rich robes of peace, thdr armour from Milan, 
their war horfes from Spain. The franklin came 
for materials for his farm, and furniture for his 
houle : fometimes even to buy rams in order to im- 
prove the breed of his flock. The bailiffs of college- 
and monaftery were buly in the purchafe of clothing. 
And on holidays and Sundays, fbme canon, deputed 
from the neighbouring priory, faid mals and preached 
in the booth afligned for religious worfhip. 

This is certainly a not over-coloured pifture of 
the paft of this once mighty fair. Mr. Cunning- 
ham, in his moft excellent v/ork, “ The Growth of 
Englifh Induftry and Commerce” (1882, Cam- 
bridge Univerlity Prefe, p. 164), fays: — ^“By far 
the greater part of the commerce of this country 
was carried on at fuch fairs ; and Sturbridge Fair 
was one of the moft important in the whole king- 
dom, rivalling it was laid the great fair of Nijni 
Novgorod, as a gathering of world-wide fame.” 
And he adds by way of note ; — ** In the eighteenth 
century it continued to be a moft important mart 
for all forts of mahufaAured goods, as well as for 
horfes, wool, and hops,” 



BARTHOLOMEW PAIR. 


CHAPTER XV. 

ORIGIN. 

HIS is I believe the only fair, or cer- 
b 38 i tainly the only one of any note, ever 

walls of the City of 
B Bil8Bi London. Southwark Fair became 
veiled in the Corporation in the fifteenth century. 
I do not propole to write anything more than an 
outline hillory of Bartholomew Fair. Mr. Morley’s 
moll interelling “ Memoir of Bartholomew Fair ” 
(1859) is available to thofe who defire more minute 
details. But as an inllitution which exilled for 
(even hundred years, and more or lels illullrates the 
focial hillory of the metropolis, and in fome Ibrt 
its trading culloms, during a confiderable portion 
of that period, it cannot be palled over lightly. I 
lhall adopt a chronological mode of illullration as, 
on the whole, beft fuited to the end in view. 

Founding the Priory of Bartholomew^ a.d. i 102. 
— rin the reign of Henry I., the Priory, Hofpital and 
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Church of St. Bartholomew, in Smithfield, were 
founded by one Raher^ a hunftrel of die king, and 
“a pleafant witted gentleman.” It ieema that 
Rahere was determined to this pious work in a fit 
of ficknefs, during a pilgrimage he made to Ronie 
agreeably to the fafhion of the times, when St. Bar- 
tholomew appeared to him, and required him to under- 
take the work |nd perform it in Smithfield. Before 
that timeSmithfieId,or the greater partofit, wascalled 
“ the Elms,” becaufe it was covered with elm trees. 
FitzStephen fays the name of Smithfield is merely a 
corruption of “ Smooth field,” or plain, which har- 
monizes with the fadt that the ground was ufed at 
an early period for tilting matches or tournaments, 
which were provided for the amufement of the 
citizens, who then confifted of mod; of the noble 
families of the land, and who drily took their adtive 
exercife here. Thefe “joufts” or entertainments 
were carried out with great fplendour. 

This monk Rahere, the founder of the Priory, 
&c., has been termed the king’s jefter, or court 
fool. The Cotton MS. records in its qurint lan- 
guage and fpelling that Rahere ** ofte hawnted the 
Kyng’s palice, and amo’ge the noyfefull prefle of 
that tumultuous courte, enforfed himfelf with jolite 
and carnal fuavite: ther yn Ipedtaclis, yn metys, yn 
playes, and other courtely mokkys, and trifyllis in- 
trudying, he lede forth the befynefle of aUe the 
day.” There always exifted at the court in thefe 
early times Ibme one employed as ftory-teller and 
companion in the king’s amufements ; and it feems 
not to be doubted that Rahere occupied this pofition 
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— ^turning his opportunities of patronage to good 
account (as^others occupying a like office have done) 
for the benefit of hi’s fellow citizens. His memory 
is ftill perpetuated by the Aflbciation of " Rahere 
Almoners,” who meet at ftated periods in the famed 
hiftorical precinds of Smithfield. 

Rahere became the firft Prior of the monaftery 
he had thus founded, and ieems to J|^ave eftabliflied 
a fair almoft fimultaneoufly, as was indeed the 
cuftom of the age. There appears t^ have exifted 
here, even at this early period, a periodical gather- 
ing known as the ** King’s Market,” which Mr. 
Morley confiders may have been held amongft the 
trees, while the Priory was built upon the marfh 
or finooth-field, around which the fair was held. 
The Prior is faid-r-either in confequence of his 
zeal for the monaftery, or from the old alTociations 
of his former profeffion — to have gone annually 
into the fair, and exhibited his flcill as a juggler : 
giving the largeffes he fo received from the fpec- 
tators to the treafury of the monaftery. — Froft^ p. 9. 

Rahere alfo became Lord of the Fair, and his 
reprefentative prefided as judge in the Court of 
Piepowder attached to the fair. , This court was 
held within the Priory gates. This at all events 
was the cafe down to 1445. 



* CHAPTER XVI. 

THE TWELfXH TO THE SIXTEENTH CENTURIES. 

•Firjl Charter f 1 133. 

HE Prior obtained, from the King a 
Charter, wherein, after providing for 
an independent eledtion of a new prior 
by the monks in the event of Rahere’s 
death, and after confirming the privileges and 
poflelfions of the Priory, it was declared “ I grant 
alfo my firm peace to all perfons coming to 
and returning from the fair, which is wont to be 
celebrated in that place at the Feaft of St Bar- 
tholomew ; and I forbid any of the Royal Servants 
to implead any of their perfons, or without the con- 
fent of the Canons, on thofe three days, to wit 
the eve of the feaft, the feaft itfelf, and the day 
following, to levy dues upon thofe going thither. 
And let all people in my whole kingdom know that 
I will maintain and defend this Church, even as my 
crown ; and if any one ftiall prefume to contravene 
this our Royal privilege, or ftiall ofteiid the prior, 
the canons, clergy or laity of that place, he, and 
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all who are his« and everything that belongs to lum, 
Aiali come mto the King’s power.” 

In addition to the King’s ** firm peace/’ and the 
ufual privileges, it came to be believed that there 
were fjpecial miracles in ftore for thole who braved 
the perils of diftant travel in making pilgrimage to 
the Feftival and Fair of St. Bartholomew. In Mr. 
Morley’s book will be found along enumeration of 
thele. " What wonder (he alks) if to fee the 
miracles worked at the celebration of the Feaft of 
St. Bartholomew, in the firft years after the foun- 
dation of his Priory in Smithfield, the people came 
from far and near, and were to be found ‘ fhoulder- 
ing each other* as well as * dancing and rejoicing’ 
in a concourfe at the fair ” ? 

1 1 54-86. We have it on the authority of Stow 
that Henry II. granted to the Priory the privilege 
of a fair to be kept yearly at Bartholomew tide for 
three days, to wit the eve, the day, and next 
morrow; to which the clothiers of all England and 
drapers of London repaired, and had their booths 
and Handings within the Church Yard of this Priory, 
clofed in with walls and gate^ locked every night, 
and Watched for lafety of men’s goods and wares. A 
Court of Piepowder was daily during the frir 
holden for debts and contrads. But he adds a note 
in regard to the time of the fair — that forrens 
[foreigners] were licenfed for three day&4 the freed- 
men fo long as they would, which was fixe or leven 
dayes.” It is clear that the venerable hiftorian had 
mixed and confounded various and diftind events.^^ 
I do not find other reference to this charter of 
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Henry II. except by Hone, who fays this charter 
gave the mayor and aldermen of the City criminal 
jurifdidiion during the fair. The chief articles of 
commerce at the fair about this period were cloth, 
ftufl^ leather, pewter, and live cattle. 

1292. The firft dilute between the City of 
London and the Priory of St. Bartholomew regard- 
ing the :&ir arofe this year. It was on the fubJeA 
of 'Tolls. The fair as we have already leen had 
fpread beyond the Prior’s bounds. The Cuftos of 
the City — ^for in 1288 Edvrard I. upon a quarrel 
with the City feized its liberties, and Ralph 
Sandwich was appointed Cuftos to colleA the Tolls 
for the Sovereign — applied for half the tolls. The 
Prior claimed the whole on the ground of ancient 
cuftom, &c. The King was at Durham, and the 
matter coming before him on the approach of the 
fair, made the following order : — 

Dominus Rex fsfr. — The Lord the King hath 
commanded the Cuftos and Sheriffs in thefe words : 
Edward by the Grace of God, to the Cuftos and 
Sheriffs of London, greeting. Whereas the Prior 
of St. Bartholomew, of Smithfield in the fuburbs of 
London, by the Charters of our progenitors. Kings 
of England, claimeth to have a certain Fair there 
every year, during three days viz. on the Eve, the 
Day, and on the morrow of St. Bartholomew the 
Apoftle, with all Liberties and Free Cuftoms belong- 
ing to the Fair ; a contention hath arifen between 
the faid Prior and you the faid Cuftos, who fue for us 
concerning the ufe-of the liberties of the faid Fair, 
and the free Cuftoms belonging to it. And hindrance 
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being made to the (aid Prior by you the faid Cuftos, 
as the frid Prior a(lerteth> to wit, eonceming a 
Moiety of the Eve and of the whole morrow ^ore- 
(»d} concerning this We Will> as well (or us as 
for the aforefaid Prior, that judice be done as it is 
fit, before our Treafurer and Barons of the Ex- 
chequer, after Michaelmas day next within a month. 
We command you that (u.fficient (ei^urity be taken 
of the faid Prior for reftoring to us on the faid day 
the proceeds of the aforefaid fair. Coming from 
the moiety of the forefaid Eve and* from the 
whole morrow, if the faid Prior cannot then (how 
(bmething for himlielf, why the faid proceeds ought 
not to belong to us. We command you that ye 
permit the fame Prior in the meantime, to receive 
the forefaid proceeds in form aforefaid ; and thereto 
you may leave this Brief. Witnefs myfelf at Durham 
the 9th day of Aug. in the 20th year of our reign. 

While the queftion was thus pending the difpu- 
tants grew fo warm that the City authorities 
arrefted fome of the monks, and confined them in 
the Tun prifon on Comhill. They were releafed 
by command of the King, but thereupon nine 
citizens forced the Tun and releafed all the other 
•prifbners, by way of refenting the royal inter- 
ference. The rioters were imprifoned in their turn, 
and a fine of twenty thoufand marks was impofed 
upon the City; but the civic authorities propofed a 
compromife, and, for a further payment of three 
thoufand marks, Edward confented to pardon the 
offenders, and to reftore and confirm the privileges 
of the City.— pp. lo-ii. 



7 he twelfth to the Sixteenth Centuries. 171 

The refult of the reference above ordered to the 
Barons of the Exchequer &c. was unfavourable to 
the claim of the City, the Charter of the Hofpital 
was again confirmed. The queftion of the Tolls 
was not indeed finally diipoled of ; but as it fleeps 
for a century or fb, we muft not now depart from 
the courfe of our record — fee 1445. 

1305. Ano^er and ^edal incident arofe at the fair 
of this year. I will quote the eloquent defcription 
of Mr. Morjcy. On the eve of St Bartholomew, 
the firft day of the fair in the year 1305, the traders 
and pleafure-feekers, the. friars and the jefiers, 
clothiers, tumblers, walkers upon ftilts, hurried 
acrofs the grafs of Smithfield from the fide on which 
the fair was being held, to the Gallows under the 
Elms, where officers of ftate and a great concourfe 
of men awaited a moft welcome fpedacle. The 
priory was indeed built on the fite of the gallows ; 
but in that fuburban gathering-place of the people- 
place of executions, place of tournaments, place of 
markets, place of daily fport, place of the great 
annual fair— one gallows-tree was not enough to 
fatisfy a Juflice that loved vengeance and had flight 
regard for life. Under the Elms of which already 
mention has been made (Cow Lane now reprefents 
their fite) — under the Elms we read in a clofe roll, fo 
early as the fourth year of Henry III., gallows were 
built “ where they had flood before.” _ An execution 
during fair time on that ancient exhibition ground, 
was entertainment rarely furnifhed to the public: 
for the Church forbade, among other work, fulfil- 
ment of the fentence of the law on any holiday of 
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feftival ; and a fair was d Saint’s Holiday. B\xt 
on this occafion, law was e^dr )to affurc thfe execu- 
tion of its vengeance. The redoubtable Wallace, 
hero of . the Scottiih people) hsd been taken. 
The rugged patriot, firong of heart and ftrong of 
hand, had been brought to London in his chains 
the day before the fair was opened, and on the 
day of the opening of the &ir was ^^raigned and 
condemned at Weftminfter as a traitor, and without 
even a day*s refpite, at once lent on \o his death. 
Under the Elms, therefore, in Smithfield, ftood all 
the concourfe of Bartholomew fair, when William 
Wallace was dragged thither in chains at the tails 
ofhoHes, bruifed, bleeding, and polluted with the 
filth of London. The days had not yet come when 
that firft part of the barbarous fentence on high 
treafon was foftened by the placing of a hurdle 
between the condemned man and the mud and flint 
over which he was dn^ged. Trade in the fair was 
forgotten while the patriot was hanged, but not to 
death ; cut down, yet breathing, and difembowelled, 
mummers and merchants faw the bowels burnt 
before the dying hero’s face, then faw the execu- 
tioner fttike off his head, quarter his body, and dif- 
patch from the ground five bafket-loads of quivering 
fiefh, deftined for London, Berwick, Newcaftle, 
Aberdeen , and Perth; Then, all being over, the 
flilt-walkers ftrode back acrofs the field, the woman 
again balanced herfelf head downwards on the points 
of fwords ; there was mirth again round the guitar 
and tambourine, die clothiers went back into the 
.^^^urchyard, and the prieft perhaps went through a 
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laft rehearfal with the man who was to be miracu- 
loufly healed in church on the Tucceeding day ! — 
" Meniorials of Bartholomew Fair," pp. 71-2. 

1321. In this, the 14th Edward II. there was 
ilTued a writ inquiring by what warrant the Priory 
held its rights over Bartholomew Fair. This writ 
was part of the machinery of a general inquifition 
into the rights claimed by fubje< 5 is, which had in 
many caies been alienated without licenie from the 
crown, and oBen gave rile to private oppreffion of 
the people. *The Prior pleaded the Royal Charters 
of his houfe and telliiied upon oath that his prede- 
cellbrs had held liich a three-day fair lince times 
beyond the reach of memory. The juftification 
fatished the King’s Exchequer. 

1334. In this, the 7th Edward III. a new 
Charter of the fair was granted to the Hofpital of 
St. Bartholomew confirming the old rights and 
realTuring the King’s firm peace to all perfons travel- 
ling towards, flaying in, or returning from the fair; 
alfo forbidding any fervants of a royal or epifcopal 
court to implead any of their perfons “or without 
the confent of the prior and canons on thofe three 
days ... to exad tolls either without the City or 
within it, whether in thepafTage of roads or bridges, 
but let all proceeds that arife according to the 
ufage of fairs^ belong to the canons of the aforefaid 
church.’’ This latter provifion clearly had refe- 
rence to the claims of the City. See 1376. 

It was a review of thefe and fimilar fads which 
induced Mr. Morley to remark that in early times, 
if not from the beginning, there were pradically two 
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fairs held in Smithfield— one within and one without 
the Priory bounds. The outer fair, he adds, “ was 
polUbly coiUpofed of the mere pleafure givers and 
pleafure feekers, who attended on the company of 
worlhippers and traders then attraAed to the priory, 
and whole tents were pitched in the open market of 
Smithfield, outfide the gates, not [? but] free from 
toll to the Church. Within the gates, and in the 
Priory churchyard, the Subftantial Pmr was held ” 
(pp. 61-2). 

1348. In the preceding century lice'nfe had been 
given by Edward I. to the brethren of the Hofpital 
of St. Bartholomew in Smithlield'-to cover with 
ftone and wood the ftream running through .the 
midft of the hofpital to Holbom Bridge, “ on ac- 
coimt of the too great ftench proceeding from it.” 
The large influx of perfbns at the Fair muft have 
made matters worfe. In the year 1348 the pefti- 
lence broke out in London at the time of the fair, 
and ended about fair-time in the following year. 
During the interval between fair and fair, fo great 
had been the mortality that, in addition to the 
burials in churches and other churchyards, fifty 
thoufand bodies had been buried in the graveyard 
of the Cuthuflans, adjoining the fair ground. Mr. 
Morley may well afTume that it muft have been the 
great objedt of intereft and terror to the llender 
throng of men who hardly dared afTemble; and 
who — ^mifling from the annual crowd fb many 
familiar faces — fpoke to each other with a feeble 
hope of the apparent lifting of the plague. What 
mirth was there in that handful of the living 
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camped lb near the filent congregation of the dead?” 
See 1593. 

New Charter. — Edward III. under date Auguft 
I, 1376, granted to the Prior, &c., the following 
charter, which has heretofore elcaped obfervarion, 
probably becaufe in the records of the City it had 
been endorfed as a Writ to proclaim the Fair of 
the Prior of Saint Bartholomew in Smethefelde,” 
whereas it is fein to be a moft important grant or 
confirmation of previous charters. I give a full 
tranflation, mirking certain paflages with italics : — 
Edward by the grace of God King of England and 
of France, and* Duke of Ireland, to the Mayor 
and, Sheriffs of London and Middlefex, Greeting. 
Whereas among other liberties and quittances 
granted to our beloved in Chrift the Prior and 
Convent of the church of Saint Bartholomew of 
Smethefelde, London, by charters of our progeni- 
tors, former Kings of England, which we have 
confirmed, it is granted to the fame — That they may 
have all manner of freedom for ever, and that the 
church aforefaid fhall be as free as any church in 
the whole of England that is moil free, and as free 
as our demefrie chapel, which church alfo our faid 
progenitors granted to will, maintain and defend in 
manner like as our very crown ; and, moreover, 
they gave firm pace to thoje coming to the Fair that 
is much frequented at the feajl of Saint Bartholomew 
in the faid place of Smethefelde, So that in thofe 
three days’ fpace, namely, the eve of the feaft, or 
the day itfelf, or the day following, from fuch 
comers, whether without the City or within, or in 
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faffing along the ways or over the bridges^ no one Jhall 
require any cuftomSy but that all things which arife 
out of the right of fairs shall be to the laid church 
and the Canons ferving God there, and that if any 
one fhall prefume in any thmg to contravene this 
Royal privilege, or fhall offend the Prior Canons or 
laymen of that place, he and his men, and all that 
he has, lhall devolve into our Royal right : and 
alfo lord Richard, formerly King of England, our 
progenitor, by his letters ordered the then Sheriffs 
of London and Middlefex, and all 'their bulifis, 
that they fhould neither vex not allow to be vexed 
the forefaid Canons of the church of'Sant Bartholo- 
mew (which is our demefne chapel) concerning their 
fair which they have at the feaftof the fame church, 
nor require from thofe coming to the Fair of Saint 
Bartholomew for the purpofe of felling or buying, 
whether without the City or within, or alfo in pafP 
ing along the ways or over the bridges, cuftoms or 
fervices, or anything that may diminifh the liberty 
of the faid church of Sjunt Bartholomew — as in the 
charters, letters and ova confirmation aforefaid more 
fully is contained: and now we have underftood that 
Jome by Jinifter covin and con/piracy previoujly had 
between them have knavijhly dejigned to hinder mer- 
chants and others who wijh to come and have been 
wont to come to the /aid fair with their merchandifey 
fo that they cannot come thither and do their bufinejs 
thereiny as well to the lofs of them the Prior and 
Convent and overthrow and weakening of their 
right as to the manifeft letting and hindrance of 
our common people : We, duly heeding the fervent 
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devotion and afloAion which oar foreiaid progeni- 
tors had towards the Md church, as by the charters 
and letters aforefaid more fully doth appear, and 
willing (as we are bounden) to maintain and de- 
fend the faid fair, which for Jo long time bath endured 
and was granted by our laid progenitors to the 
honour of God in fubvention of Holy Church, and 
all other rights and privileges, left in our time they 
perifh, have taken into our Ipecial proteftion and 
defence the faid Prior and Canons, and their men 
and fo'vants, and merchants whomfoever and others 
wiftiing to come with their goods and things to the 
faid fair, there ''tarrying and therefrom returning 
whither they will; and fb we command you to 
maintain, proteft and defend the faid Prior and 
Canons, their men and fervants, merchants and 
others whomfoever coming to the faid fair with 
their goods and things, there tarrying and there- 
from returning, and to permit the Prior and Con- 
vent to hold their faid fair in form aforefaid, and to 
receive and have freely and without any hindrance, 
from thof^ coming to the faid fair and returning 
therefrom, tbeeuftoms and all other the frofits which 
pertain to them in right of the faid fair according to 
the form of the charters, letters and confirmation 
aforefaid, and as they ought to hold the &me fair 
and to have and receive the cuftoms and other 
things which pertain to that fair, and as;, they and 
their predeceftbrs have until now held that fair and 
have been wont to have and receive the cuftoms 
and other things which to that fair pertain. And, 
concerning any pleas or other things to the faid fair 
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the ^ thi^ in no 

wife intermeddle, ndthcr requin% thing for 
cnftoms end other things to that feir :ai^>ertaimng, 
nor hind«ing, molefting, nor in any way aggriev- 
ing the Prior and Camns of the laid place ad to the 
receiving of. the cuftoms and profits aforefaid, nor, 
as muchin you lies, permitting them to be molefted 
or aggrieved; And if any lhall prefume to diminilh 
the cuftoms and rights of the faid Air, then be you 
in ud to the frid Prior and Canons, or their bailiffs 
of the find feir, when h^upon you lhall be re- 
quefted by them or any one of them, by fuch ways 
and methods as lhall feem to you'"the more expe- 
dent, to compel and diferain thofe who would 
chminilh the laid cuftoms and rights to yield and 
pay the faid cuftoms and rights to die laid Prior 
and Convent : and this do you in no wife bmit. 
And, that thofe all and every the premifes may 
come to the knowledge of all, and that no one, of 
what ftate or condition foeyer he be, under grave 
forfeiture to us, and under the peril incumbent 
thereon, may prefume in any manner to pradife 
miy covin or any other ads calculated to difturb in 
any w^y that fair or the profit of the fair, or the 
merchant or othm, lb that they cannot lawfully, 
without damage and b peace come to that lair with 
their merchandife, arid do their bufinefe there^ and* 
return t^erefeom, do you caufe the feme to be 
publicly ptockimed, obferved and held withm your 
bailiwick and diftrids, where it lhall feem to you 
Ip^expedient, as often as and when hereupon by 
S|p^d Prior and Convent, or any one of them, 
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you ihall on our behalf be requefted. Witnefs Our- 
ielf at Weftminfter the firft day of Augufl in the 
fiftieth year of our reign of England, but of our 
reign of France the thirty-feventh. Faryngton. 

5r This proclamation was made. 

Miracle This Fair of St. Bartholomew 

was long the fcene of “ miracle plays.” The Com- 
pany of PanlhClerks->-an incorporated company or 
gild who had cl&rge of the records, the bunals, and 
afterwards of the births in London, during a very 
long period-played at Skmners’ Well (near Smith- 
field) before Richard II. and his Queen and Court, 
towards the clofe of the fourteenth century ; and 
early in the following they played before Henry IV. 
at the fame place, during eight days, Matter from 
the Creation of the world.” The early plays at this 
fair are believed to have been reprefentations of 
great miracles afcribed to St Bartholomew. Later 
came the “ myfteries,” and finally the moralities,” 
out of which our modern drama has been developed. 
All thefe in their turns were prefented at this once 
famous fair. 

Slaves . — In this fame Fair of Smithfield, as well 
before as after the period upon which I am now 
writing, men and women — i.e.y flaves and captives — 
were fold among the articles of merchan^fe. And 
♦on a,part of the fite over which the fair extended, 
after the accefiion of Henry IV., men ai\d women 
were burnt alive as heretics. The martyr fires were 
ufually Idndled on that fpot of ground outfide the 
Priory gates, over which the lighter portion of the 
fair fpread — ground occupied by the holiday 
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makers, and the tumblers, jefters, and dancers by 
whom they were entertained 

— 1445. At the clofe of the thirteenth cen- 
tury there had arifen a difpute between the City of 
London and the Prior regarding the tolls of this 
Fair, which was then decided in favour of the 
Priory. When the matter came up for adjudica- 
tion ag«n does not fcem clear. The fair h^ con- 
tinued to grow, and its greateft expanfion was in the 
diredtion of the City. Indeed, at this or a later 
period, it extended down the weft ftde of Alderfgate 
nearly as far as St Martin’s-le-Grand, or to St 
Paul’s itfelf. On the other fide the jurifiUdtion of 
the City extended only to Smithfield Bars. In 
1399 Henry IV. had granted to the Citizens of 
London the office of gathering tolls in Smithfield. 
Probably in confequence of this arrangements were 
come to between the Priory and the City. Certain 
is it that forty-fix years later, or in 1445 (23rd 
Henry VI.), four perlbns were appointed by the 
Court of Aldermen as keepers of Bartholomew 
Fair and of the Court of Piepowder. In that 
Court, therefore, the City then became reprefented 
as joint lord of the Fair with the Priory, the lord- 
ffiip of the City being founded on its right over 
the ground beyond the jurifdiftion of the Canons. 
See 1 538 and 1 593. 

Dijblution of Mmafteries, — 1538. This is an 
eventful year in the hiftory of the Fair— the Diflb- 
lution of the Monaftery was declared. The Fair 
itfelf indeed remained— it was the Priory which 
created it that had melted away. 
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Reviewitig the fair as it had exifted during the 
four centuries paflTed fince its origin — but many of 
the details of which 1 have necefTariJy pafled over 
in the preceding outline — we may adopt the pifture 
thus freely drawn by Mr. Morley ; Thus we have 
in the moft ancient rimes of the Fair a church full 
of worihippers, among whom were the rick and 
maimed, praying for health about i^ altar ; a grave- 
yard full of traders, and a place of jefting and 
edification, wfjere women and men caroufed in the 
midri: of the throng; where the minftrel and the 
ftory-teller and the tumbler gathered knots about 
them; where the Sheriff cauled new laws to be 
publilhed by loud proclamation in the gathering 
places of the people ; where the young men bowled 
at nine pins, while the clerks and friars peeped at 
the young maids; where mounted knights and 
ladies curvetted and ambled, pedlars loudly magni- 
fied their wares, the fcholars met for public wrangle, 
oxen lowed, horfes neighed, and Iheep bleated 
among their buyers ; where great Ihouts of laughter 
anlwered to the Ho ! Ho ! of the devil on the 
ftage, above which flags were flying, and below 
which a band of pipers and guitar beaters added 
mufic to the din. That ftage allb — if ever there 
was prelented on it the ftory of the Creation — ^was 
the firft wild-beaft (how in the feir ; for one of the 
dramatic effefts connected with this play, as we read 
in an ancient ftage diredion, was to reprefent the 
crearion of beafts by unloofing and fending among 
the excited crowd as great a variety of ftrange 
animals as could be brought together; and to create 
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biids by fending up a flight of pigeons Under 
foot was mud and filth, but the wall that pent the 
city in flione funlit among the trees; a fielh breeze 
came over the furrounding fields and brooks, whif- 
pering aniong the elms that overhung the moor 
glittering vdth pools, or from the Fur’s neighbour, 
the gallows ! Shaven heads looked down on the 
fcene from the adjacent windows ^f the builchngs 
bordering the Priory enclofure; and the poor 
people whom the friars cherifhed in , their hofpital, 
made holiday among the refl:. The curfew bell of 
St. Martin’s-le-Grand, the religious houfe to which 
William the Conqueror had given with its charter 
the adjacent moorland, and vinthin whole walls there 
was a fanAuary for loofe people, flilled the hum of 
the crowd at nightfall, and the Fair lay dark under 
the ftarlight. 

Change produces change; and fo other events 
followed at this period. For inftance, the dilputa- 
tions of the fcholars in the Mulberry Garden at the 
time of the Fair ceafed after the fuppreflion of the 
Monaftery. John Stow had witnelTed thefe when 
a lad, and he fiirnilhes the following account of 
the fame, and of Ibme events preceding : “ As for 
the meeting of the Schoolmafters on Feftival Days 
at Feftival Churches, and the difputing of the 
fcholars logically, &c., whereof I have before fpoken, 
the fame was long fince difcontinued ; but the argu- 
ing of the fchoolboys about the pnnciples of gram- 
mar hath been continued even till our time; for I 
myfelf, in my youth, have yearly feen, on the eve 
of St. Bartholonitli^^the Apoftle, the fcholars of 
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divers Grammar {chools repair unto the Churchyard 
of St. Butholomew . . . . where upon a l^k 
boarded about under a tree^ fome one icholar hath 
ilepped up) and there hath oppofed and anfwered 
till he were by Ibme better Scholar overcome and 
put down; and then the overcomer taking the place 
^d like as the firft. And in the end the beft oppo- 
lers and anlwerers had rewards, which I obleryed 
not but it m^e good Ichoolmafters and allb good 
fcholars diligently agdnfb fuch times to prepare 
themfelves for the obtaining of this garland. 1 re- 
member there repaired to thefe exercifes amon^ 
others, the mafters and fcholars of the free fchools 
of St. Paul’s in London, of St. Peter’s at , Weft- 
minfter, of Thomas Aeon’s Hofpital, and of St. 
Anthonie’s Ho^ital ; whereof the laft named com- 
monly prefented the belt fcholars and had the prize 
in thofe days. This priory of St. Bartholomew 
being furrendered to Henry the Eighth, thofe dif- 
putations of fcholars in that place furceafed; and 
was again, only for a year or twain, revived in the 
Cloifter of Chrilt’s Hofpital, where the belt fcholars, 
then ftill of St. Anthonie’s School, howlbever the 
fame be now fallen both in number and eftimation, 
were rewarded with bows and arrows of lil ver, given 
to them by Sir Martin Bower, goldfmith. Never- 
thelels however, the encouragement failed — ^the 
fcholars of St. Paul’s meeting with thofe of St. An- 
thonie’s would call them Anthonie’s Pigs, and they 
agmn would call the others Pigeons of Paul’s be- 
caufe many pigeons were bred in St. Paul’s Church, 
and St. Anthome was always figured with a pig fol- 
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lowing him ; and mindful of the fonner ufage, did 
for a long feafbn diforderly provoke one another 
in the open ftreet with * Salve tu quoque, placet 
mecum dilputare ? ' — * Placet’ And fo proceeding 
from this to queftions in grammar, they uiually fell 
from words to blows with their fatchels full of 
books, many times in great heaps, that they troubled 
the ftreets and paflengers ; fo that finally they were 
reftrained with the decay of St Antlfonie’s Ichool.” 

It was during this reign of Henry VIII. that 
Grotwell (or Cartwell), himlelf a common hang- 
man — for there were then many of this occupation, 
and plenty of employment — was hanged with two 
others, for robbing a booth at the Fair. They were 
executed in the wreftling place at Clerkenwell. 

I may refume the hillorical narration. When the 
King had taken the eftates of the greater monasteries, 
they were put under the management of a Royal 
Commifiion, with Sir Richard Rich — under the 
ftyle of Chancellor of the Court of Augmentations — 
at its head. The Prior’s houfe became Lord Rich’s 
town manfion ; and with this manfion in Great St. 
Bartholomew there had been afiigned to him and 
his for ever, the Clofe of the laid late monafiery or 
priory called Great St. Bartholomew Clofe, and all 
the limits and precindts of the fiiid Clofe ; allb all 
thofe clofes, edifices, called the fermery, the dorter, 
the frater, the cloifiers, the gallery, the hall, the 
kitchen, the buttery, the pantry, the old kitchen, 
the woodhoufe, the gamer, and the Prior’s liable, of 
the faid late monaftery and priory belonging ; and 
alfo all that water and the aqueduft and water- 
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coiirfe coming from the conduit-head of St. Bartho- 
lomew in the manor of Canonbury. 

By the fame Letters Patent the King farther 
granted to Sir Richard Rich, knight, his heirs and 
afligns, all that Our Fair and Markets, commonly 
named and called Bartholomew Fair,holden and to 
be holden every year within the afore&id Clofe 
called Great St. Bartholomew Clof^ and in Well; 
Smithfield aforefaid to continue yearly for three 
days,” &c. And alfo all the ftallage, piccage, toll, 
and cuftoms of the fame Fair and Markets ; and 
alfb all our Courts of Piepowders within the fame; 
alfo the fcrutiniy of weights and meafures and things 
expofed to fale, and the Aflize of bread, wine, and 
ale, and other victuals. This grant included the 
tolls of the Cloth Fair, but not, of courfe, the rights 
of the City to the tolls for the fair outfide St. Bar- 
tholomew’s enclofure. 

Growth of London. — 1590. During the reign of 
Elizabeth various attempts had been made to flop 
the growth of London. Proclamations had been 
iflued forbidding under heavy dilpleafure the build- 
ing of new houfes. But the Elizabethan era was 
an important one in the development of commerce, 
as it had been in the foftering of learning ; and with 
the development of commerce there came a greater 
influx of ftmngers into the city. Thus it came 
about that niore houfes in the city were imperative. 
It was found that the lines of trade marked at Bar- 
tholomew Fair by the ftandings of the clothiers and 
others, would yield more money as ftreets of houfes 
than as ftreets of booths, and fb, before the clofe of 
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the centuiy) as Stow tells usy “ notwith 6 ;anding all 
pixK:lanulions, of the priacey and alfo vi^e a<£t of 
parliameilty in place of boodis within the chmxh- 
yai^ (only let ont^in the fair dine and clofed up all 
the yrar after) be many large houfes builty and the 
north wall to^da Long Lane taken dowuy and a 
number of tenements are there erefted for iiich as 
will give great rents.” This laft Hne of trachng- 
houles was lubftituted for the profidefs dead wall. 
Parallel with it, through the ^und vacant of build- 
ing north of die church, which that wall had en* 
clofed, parallel alfb with one of the church walls, a 
ftreet of confiderable houfes occupi&i the hte and 
kept the name of Cloth Fair. 

Plague,.— .1 593 (53r(f of Elizabeth). The plague 
being now prevuling in the city, the queen iffued a 
proclamation on 6 th Auguft, about three weeks 
before the ufual time of the ^ir, in fubftance as 
follows Whereas there was a general refort of all 
kinds of people out of every part of the realm to 
the f«d fur; but that (on this occaiion) in the 
ufual place of Smithfield th^e fhould be no manner 
of market for any wares kept, nor any ftalls or 
booths for any manner of merchandife, or for 
vidhials, fullered to be fet up; but that the open 
fpace of the ground called Smithfield, be only occu- 
pied vdth the fide of horfes and cattle, wd of finll 
wares, as butter, cheefe, and fuch like in grofs, and 
not by retail, the fame to continue for the fpace of 
twodaysonly. 

And for the vent of woollen cloths, kerfeys, and 
linen cloth, to be all fold in gro 6 and not by retul; 
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the fame fltould be broi^ht within the clofe-yard of 
St. Bartholomew (afterwards known as the Cloth 
Fair) where fhops wwe there continued {i.e. not 
delerted by re^on of the plague) and have gates 
to Ihut the &me place in the nights, and then fuch 
to be offined to fde, and to be bought in grols and 
not by retail; the fame market to continue but 
three days — ^at is to &y Even, the Day of St 
Bartholomew and the Morrow after. 

And that the lale and vent of leather be kept in 
the outlide of the ring of Smithfield, as had been 
accuftomed, without ereAing of any (hops or 
booths for the fame, or for any viAualler or other 
occupier of any wares whatfoever. 

And that notice hereof be given to luch of H. 
M.’s good fubjeiSts as for lack of knowledge of this 
H. M.’s princely ordonnance might refort to Lon- 
don to fell or buy fmall wares by retail, and there 
receive infedion, and carry the lame into their coun- 
tries, H. M. commanded that the Lord Mayor of 
London ihould caufe this proclamation to be pre- 
fently publiihed in all the uliial places in the City, 
in the time of two or three market days, and to be 
alio Procliumed by the Sheriffs of Middlefex, Kent, 
Surrey, and Eifex, in Ibme places of thole Counties 
near to the faid City, whereby none might refort 
to the City at this Feaff: of St. Bartholomew, by 
pretence of any Fw, but luch as Ihould have caufe 
to fell or buy the commodities in grofs. 

Imprifenment, without bail, during the Queen’s 
pleafure, or further punilhment, was to be the 
penalty for the infradion of this ordinance. Mr. 
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Morley, reviewing this proclamation, fays the in* 
ference to be drawn from it was that the fair, as a 
place of wholefale commerce, was not to be fup- 
prelled without more inj\jry to trade than the fear of 
plague would force the Queen’s adviiers to inflift. 
But this conlideration muft be qualified by the fa< 5 t 
that the chief rifk came from the throAg of pedler^ 
hawkers,ftall>keepers, ihowmcn, and holiday-makers 
from the coimtry round about ; and t^at the fbberer 
refort of merchants to the fair, while it was certainly 
in one relpeA a greater good, was in the other re- 
fpedt alfb a lefTer evil. Alfb, there was a wealthy 
nobleman at court unwilling to part ‘with a year’s 
tolls from the Cloth Fair and the Clofe, and able to 
urge adtively, from motives of felf-intereft, con- 
fiderations that were, at the fame time, not wanting 
in juftice. 

1596. A formal agreement was made between 
Lord Rich* and the Corporation of London, efta- 
blifhing a compofition of the tolls of the fair ; and, 
as to jurifdidlion, placing both parties nearly in the 
relative pofition occupied by the Priory and the 
Corporation in 1445. 

A Foreigner's View of the Fair. — 1598. Paul 
Hentzner, a German tutor, travelled this year 
through Germany, France, Italy, and England, 
and kept an “ Itinerarum,” of which many editions 
have been publifhed. I quote the following defcrip- 
tion of Bartholomew Fur from the Aungervyle 
Society’s tranflation (1881) : — “It is worthy of 
obfervation that every year upon St. Bartholomew’s 
Day, when a fur is held, it is ufual for the Mayor, 
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attended by the twelve principal Aldermen, to walk 
in a neighbouring field defied in his Scarlet Gown, 
and about his neck a Golden Chain, to which is 
hung a Golden Fleece, and befides that particular 
ornament, which diftinguifhed the moll noble Order 
of the Garter . . . himielf ^d they on horleback ; 
upon their arrival at a place appointed for that 
purpol^ where a tent is pitched, the mob begin to 
wrellle befbre*them, two at a time; the conquerors 
receive rewards from the magiftrates. After this is 
over, a pared! of live rabbits are turned loole among 
the crowd, which are purfued by a number of boys 
who endeavour to catch them, with all the noile 
they can make. While we were at this Ihow, one 
of our company, Tobias Salander, Dodor of Phy- 
fic, had his pocket picked of his purfe, with nine 
crowns du /oleil, which without doubt was lb cleverly 
taken from him by an Englilhman who always kept 
dole to him, that the Dodor did not the leall per- 
ceive it.” 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

C . ■ ■ 

THB SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 

o 

1603. 

S HE plague was again threatening the 
City, and James I. illued a proclama- 
tion, dated from Hampton Courts 8th 
Auguft, ordaining that for die ** de- 
fire of preventing an univerfal contagion among 
our people,” that (inter alia) Bartholomew Fair 
fhould not be holden, **nor anything appertuning 
unto them, at the times accuftomed, nor ary time 
till th^ fiall be licenfed by us*’ Thefe laft words 
might have been held to imply more than was 
direAly underftood. 

Proclamation by City of London. — 1604. The 
arrangement of 1596 prepared the way for the 
Corporation taking the aftive control of the fair. 
Hence among the Orders of my Lord Mayor, the 
Aldormen, and the Sheriil^ for their meetings and 
wearing of dieir apparel through this year, was the 
following I— 

“Ok Saint Bartholomew’s Even for the 
F i^i IN SmithfieLo.— The Aldermen meet my 
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&iiid the Sheri^ at the Guildhall Chapel, at 
tw^d of the Clock after dinner, in their violet gowns 
lined, and their horles, without cloaks, and there 
hear Evening Prayer ; which being done, they 
take their horles and ride to Newgate, and lb forth 
to the gate entering in at the Cloth Fair, and there 
make a Proclamation," which was as follows : — 

PaocLAMSTroN,— The Right Hon. the Lord 
Mayor of the City of London, and his right 
worlhipful Bretheren the Aldermen of the faid 
City, ftreighdy charge and command, on the be- 
half of our Sovereign Lord the King, that all 
manner of perfons, of whatlbever eftate, degree, 
or condition they be, having recourle to this fair, 
keep the Peace of our &id Sovereign Lord the 
King. 

That no manner of perfons make any congrega- 
tion, conventicle, or af^ys, by the which the lame 
peace may be broken or difturbed, upon pain of 
imprifonment and line, to be made after the difore- 
tion of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen. 

Alfo, that all manner of Sellers of wine, ale, or 
beer, fell by meafures enlealed, as by gallon, pottle, 
quart and pint, upon pun that will fall thereof. 

And that no perfon fell any bread, but if it keep 
the allize, and that it be good and wholefome for 
man’s body, upon pun that will foil thereof. 

And that no manner of perfon. buy nor fell but 
with true weights and meafures, foaled according to 
the Statute in that behalf made, upon pain that will 
foil thereof. 

And that no manner of perfon, or perfons take 
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upon him, or them, within this Fur to make any 
manner of arreft, attachment, fummons, or execu- 
tion, but if it be done by the officer of this City, 
thereunto affigned, upon pain that will fall thereof. 

And that no perfon or perfons whatfoever, within 
the limits and bounds of this fairtprefume to break 
the Lord’s Day in felling, Ihowing, or offering for 
fele, or in buying or offering to buy, any commodi- 
ties whatfoever, or in fitting, tipplifig, or drinking 
in ^ny tavern, inn, alehoufe, or cook’s-houfe, or in 
doing any other thing that may lead to any breach 
thereof, upon the pain and penalties contained in 
the feveral ads of parliament, which vdll be feverely 
inflided upon the breakers hereof. 

And finally, that whatever perfon foever find 
themfelves aggrieved, injured or wronged by any 
manner of perfon in this Fair, that they come with 
their plaints before the Stewards of this Fair, 
affigned to hear and determine pleas, and they will 
minifler to all parties juftice, accorffing to the laws 
of the Land and the Cuftoms of^this City. God 
fave the King ! 

Then, the mayor, fherifis and aldermen, fitting 
on horfeback, robed in their violet gowns, having 
again made this proclamation at a point between 
the City Fsur and that owned by the Warwick or 
Holland fanuly (as fucceffors of Sir Richard Rich?), 
ride .through the Cloth Fair, and fo return back 
again^ through the Churchyard of Great St. Bar- 
tholomew’s to Alderfgate, and thence home again 
to the Lord Mayor’s houfe. 

Tradition declares that the mayor, when he had 
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read the Proclamation, drank ale from a lUver 
flagon, and that thereupon the buftle and buflnefs of 
the fair began. I believe as a matter of fadl the 
proclamation was ufually read by the Lord Mayor’s 
attorney, and repeated after him by the flierilF’s 
oflicer, in the prefence of the Lord Mayor, Aider- 
men, and Sherifls. The officers of the Lord 
Mayor’s hotifehold afterwards dined at the Sword- 
bearer’s table. • This may have become the cuftom 
at a later date. See 1688. 

Merchant Baylors' right of Search. — 1609. An 
incident occurred this year which railed the queftion 
of jurifdiAion* concerning an important fundbion 
which had heretofore been deemed of much con- 
lequence. Immediately before the fair of this year 
the Drapers queftioned the right of fearch, for 
cloth pieces of infuflicient length or quality, as 
exercifed by the Merchant Taylors. What followed 
is fhown by the records of the laft-named company. 
Its clerk was ordi^red thereupon to attend Drapers’ 
Hall on the next court day with a meflage to the 
following purport, viz.. That the Merchant Tay- 
lors’ Company had right to fearch, and that they 
had quietly enjoyed the fame fince the 27th of 
Henry Vl.i being above 1 50 years past, and ftill 
earlier, as by the Merchant Taylors’ records ap- 
peared, wherein is mentioned a lengthened lawfuit 
between them and the Drapers about the fame 
queflion of right of fearch, when a fentence was 
palTed for the Merchant Taylors. There is in 
16 1 2 a note of a dinner at Merchant Taylors’ 
Hall ** for the fearch on St. Bartholomew’s Eve.” 


o 
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The Drapers were incorporated as a Guild m 
1364. In their charter was a fpecial exemption 
made agunft any prohibitions to be exercifed by 
the Company regardmg the Tale of cloth by any 
who were not free drapers, in favour of the King’s 
beloved in God, the Prior of St. Bartholomew’s, in 
Weft Smithfield, and other lords who had fairs in 
the luburbs of London. A draper meant ori^nally 
one who made the cloth he Ibldl^ It was the 
London deiignation for clothier, a very few 
members of the Drapers’ Company being refident 
beyond the limits of the City. Therefore, fay the 
old writers, that Bartholomew Fair was frequented 
by “ the clothiers of England and the drapers of 
London.” Mercers efpecially frequented fairs and 
markets, where their landings were gay with haber- 
daihery, toys, and even drugs and Ijpices, the fmall 
articles of traffic on which they throve. Mercers 
attending the French fairs towards the clofe of the 
thirteenth century pad only half-toll when they 
were not ftall keepers, but exposed their wares on** 
the giroimd. They, and the clafr of pedlers to 
which they were allied, may have enjoyed a like 
privilege in England. But while many of the 
mercers were thus of the brotherhood of Auto- 
lycus, others dealt largely in (ilk and velvet, and 
abandoned to the haberdafher traffic in (mall articles 
of dre(s. Whittington, thrice Lord Mayor of 
Lon^n, was a mercer . — Fide Morley^ p. 95. 

^jjfoing the Streets. — 1614. This was an impor- 
tant year in the annals of SmithHeld. It pafTed 
from its old and normal condition of mdd, into a 
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clean and paved enclolute, fuch as was familiar to 
many of us before the new market buildings were 
erefted in 1 866. Other changes had preceded. It 
was not until 1608 that the City had obtuned a 
grant of the ground of the late Priory of St. Bar- 
tholomew, wj^ich had been conftituted into a parilh 
after the difl^tion. Ag^ while it had ceafed 
fome time before to be the fcene of the morning 
performances df the common hangman — Tyburn 
(itfelf ^erwards abfbrbed in May Fair) having fuc- 
ceeded to the*diftin6tion ; it had ftill remained the 
hcus of a far more lavage form of perfecution. The 
afhes of the lafl martyr fire had burned out in 161 1 
— the viftim being Bartholomew Leggatt, a pious 
Unitarian, burnt for diftruii of the Athanafian 
and Nicene creeds, by the order of J ames I. at the 
fentence of John King, newly-made Bifhop of 
London ! 

The Drama . — As if more prominently to mark 
the tranfition ftate lall indicated, and perchance aifo 
hs a memento, that in the very place had been 
ena( 9 ed (under the patronage; of and for the pur- 
pofes of the Church) tlpo fiit^ drama that England 
had ever ieen; and which had ftep by fiep pro- 
grefied from myfteries to miracle plays, thence on 
to moralities and was now advancing to the ftate of 
taking an independent fiand as a National Drama 
— as if, I fay, to commemorate this circumfi:ance 
with emphafis, "rare Ben Jonfbn” produced his 
celebrated comedy of " Bartholomew Fair,” one of 
the chief features in which is the vivid painting of 
the charafters through whom the fatirift portrays 
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the follies of the fair. They are many and various; 
each one planned to bring into prominence one of 
the charaderiftics of the motley gathering. Com- 
petent authonties have declared this to be equal to 
any of the beft works of the author. I confefs not 
to have difcovered many points for admiration. 
There are a few good points in it which may be 
reproduced. A ftranger appears in the fair, a Puritan, 
delignated Zealot-of-the-land Bufy.' He is ordered 
to be put in the docks, and fays “ I do obey thee, 
the Lion may roar but he cannot bite. I am glad 
to be thus (eparated from the Heathen of the Land, 
and put apart in the Stocks for the holy caufe.” 
Humphrey Wafp inquires who he is. He replies 
“One that rejoiceth in his afflidtion, and fitteth 
here to prophecy the Deftrudtion of FairSy and 
May-games, Wakes, and Whitfon-ales, and doth 
figh and groan for the reformation of thefe abufes.” 
Lanthorn Leatherhead recounts fome of the “ mo- 
tions” (plays) in which he had taken part at this 
fair. “ * Jerufalem’ was a ftately thing, and fo was 
* Nineveh,’ and the * City of Norwich ’ and ‘ Sodom 
and Gomorrah ; ’ with the rifing o’ the Prentices 
. . . ; but the * Gunpowder-plot,’ there was a get- 
penny! I have prefented that to an eighteen or 
twenty-pence audience nine times in an afternoon. 
Your home-born projedts ever prove the beft, they 
are lb ealy and familiar ; they put too much learn- 
ing in their things now o’ ^ys.” In this Ipirit 
Jgjin Litdewit had been adapting a too claffical 
p^y to the comprehenfton of the frequenters of the 
jiifiiir, “ as for the Hellefponty I imagine our Thames 
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here ; and their Leander 1 make a Dyer’s fon about 
Puddle Wharf ; and Hero a wench of the Bank- 
fide, who going over one morning to Old Fifh 
Street, Leander ^ies her land at Trig-ftairs, and 
^Is in love with her; now do I introduce Cupid ^ 
having metamorphoz’d himfelf to a drawer [pot- 
boy] and he ftrikes Hero in love with a pint of 
Iherry. ...” 

^he Plague,— 162^. The Plague again appeared 
in the Kingdom, and Charles 1 . idlied a Procla- 
mation from his Court at Woodftock, wherein he 
recites that there is ufually extraordinary relbrt out 
of all parts of the Kingdom of perfons to attend this 
and Stourbridge Fair; hence there is prohibition 
againft attending these fairs or any others held 
within fifty miles of the City of London. 

1630. Another like proclamation in confequence 
of Plague — this time being in Cambridge. The 
King remembering that there were at hand ** three 
great Fairs of Special note, uhto which there is ex- 
traordinary refort from all parts of the Kingdom,” 
attendance at Bartholomew, Stourbridge and Our 
Lady Fair (Southwark) was prohibited. 

1637. Again the Plague, and there was iiTued : 
]E(y the King, A Proclamation for putting off this 
next Bartholomew Faire in Smithfield, and our 
Lady Faire in Southwarke. Giuen at our Court 
at Oatelands, the three and twentieth day of luly 
in the thirteenth yeare of our Reigne. God faue 
the King. Imprinted at London by Robert 
Barker, Printer to the King’s moft excellent Ma- 
ieftie: And by the Afiigns of lohn Bill. 1637. 
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A iheet in Black Letter. Copy in Mr* Huth’s 
Library. 

New Grant to the City. — 1638. Charles I. this 
year granted a Charter to London which contained 
the iOlowing: 

We Mtdll alfo) and by thefe preients for us our 
heirs and fucceflbrs declare and grant that the faid 
Mayor and Commonalty and Citizens and their 
fucceilbrs for ever may have hol^ and enjoy all 
thofe fields called or known by the name of . . . 
and alfo all that field called Wefl-Smithfield in the 
Parifh of St. Sepulchre’s, St. Bartholomew the 
Great, St. Bartholomew the Lefs in ‘the fuburbs of 
London, or in fome of them, to the ufes, intents and 
purpofes after exprefTed ; and that the fame Mayor 
and Commonalty and Citizens, and their fuccelTors 
may be able to hold in the faid field called Smith- 
field, Fairs and Markets there to be and ufed to be 
held, and to take receive and have pickage, ftallage, 
tolls and profits appertaining, happening, belonging 
or atifing out of the fairs and markets there, to 
fuch ufes as the fame mayor and commonalty and 
citizens, or their predecefTors had, held or enjoyed, 
and now have, hold and enjoy, or ought to have, 
hold or enjoy the faid premifes laft mentioned, 
and to no 
foever. 

Wreftling Matches.'— \t had been the time- 
honoured cuftom of this &ir to have contefts in 
wreftling. And during the reign of James I. (ap- 
parently) the Corporation of the City laid down 
the follovring regulation 40 be obferved on the 


er uies, intents and purpofes what- 
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attendance of the Mayor and members of the Cor- 
poration to witne& the fport : 

On Bartholomew Day for Wrestling. — 
So many Aldermen as dine with my Lord Mayor 
and the Sherifft, be apparelled in their fcarlet gowns, 
lined, and after dinner their horfes be brought to 
them where they dine, and thofe aldermen which 
dine with the iherifis, ride with them to my lord's 
houfe to accodipany him to wreftling. Then when 
the wreftlingf is done, they take their horfes, and 
ride back again thro’ the Fair, and fo in at Alderl^ 
gate, and fo home again to the (aid Lord Mayor's 
houfe." 

Then there was a regulation for attending the 
** Shooting " there, as follows : The next day, if 
it be not Sunday, ibr the Shooting as upon Bartho- 
lomews day, but if it be Sunday, the Monday 
following." 

Bejcripim of the Fbir.— 1641. There was pub- 
liflied a Trad (a fmall quarto of four leaves) ; “ Bar- 
tholomew Faire, or Variety of fancies, where you 
may find, a faire of wares and all to pleafc your 
mind. With the feverall Enormityes and mifde- 
meanours, which are there feene and aded. London, 
printed for Richard Harper at the Bible and Harp 
in Smithfield," wherein the author, after giving a 
graphic account of the art of picking pockets 
there, proceeds ; 

It is remarkable and worth your obfervation, to 
behold and htax the ftrange fights and confufei 
noifes m the fiur. Here a knave in a Fool's coat, 
with a trumpet founding, or on a drum beating. 
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invites you and would fain perfuade you to fee his 
puppets ; there a Rogue like a Wild Woodman, or 
in an antick fhape like an incubus, defires your 
company to view his motion ; on the other fide 
Hoc\is Focus with three yards of tape or ribbon 
in ’s hand, fhowing the art of Legerdernmn to the 
admiration and aftonifhment of a company of cocko- 
loaches. Amongft thefe you fhall fee a gray Goofe> 
cap (as wife as the reft) with a WMkt de ye lack ? 
in his mouth, landing on his booth fhaking a 
rattle, or fcraping on a fiddle, with which children 
are fo taken, that they prefently cry out for thefe 
fopperies ; And all thefe together make fuch a dif- 
traded noife, that you would think Babel were not 
comparable to it. Here there are alfb yoiu* game- 
fiers in adtion ; fome turning of a whimfey, others 
throwing for pewter, who can quickly diffolve a 
round fhilling into a three half-penny faucer. 

Long Lane at this time looks very fair, and puts 
out her bell clothes with the wrong fide outwards, 
fb turned for their better turning off; and Cloth 
Fmr is now in great requefl : well fare the alehoufes 
therein ; yet better may a man fere (but at a dearer 
rate) in the Pig market, alias Pafty nook or Pie 
Corner, where pigs are all hours of the day on the 
ftalls piping hot, and would cry (if they could 
fpeak) Come eat me ; but they are . . . dear and 
the reckonings for them are . . . fancy, &c. &c. 

It is clear that the glory of the feir is departing 
~Royal Proclamations notwithflanding. 

Political Pamphlets. — 1647. It feems to have 
become the fafhion to defignate fbme of the many 
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political pamphlets of this period “Bartholomew 
Fairings.” One fuch work appeared this year en- 
tided : “ General Mafley’s Bartholomew Fayrings to 
Colonel Poyntz.” This was afcribed to the famous 
John Lilburne. It was anfwered in another pam* 
phlet : “ Reformados Righted, being an Anfwer to a 
paltry piece of Poetry entitled, &c.” There is 
nothing in either of thefe throwing any light upon 
the f^. The Tame was not quite the cafe with a 
quarto pamphlet of the following year: “An 
Agitator Anatomifed.” Here was reference to “a 
large and beautiful Camel from Grand Cairo in 
Egypt,” Mr.’Morley thinks this may have been 
the beginning of “ wild-beaft /hows ” in the fair. 

This year the Ad was palled againft “Stage 
plays.” It leemed deftined to have an influence 
on the fair. 

1648. Evelyn in his “Diary,” under date 28th 
Auguft this year, notices his coming to London from 
Say’s Court and feeing the “ the celebrated follies 
of Bartholomew Fair.” . The date here feems to 
indicate Ibme change in the date of the fair. 

The Commonwealth and the Fair.—\(>^(j. This 
was a year of political commotion. The troubles 
with the King had terminated on the block. There 
was iflued in the form of a trad, a book-play en- 
titled: “A Bartholomew Fairing, New, New, 
New ; Sent from the raifed fiege before Dublin, as 
a preparatory Prefent to the Great Thankl^ving 
Day. To be communicated onely to Independents.” 
It was publiftied without any printer’s name. Its 
contents throw fome light upon the political events 
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of the period; but thefe have no bearing upon the 
fair, prefent or future. 

It ferins indeed to have been anticipated that 
the advent of the Puritans into power m this the 
iirft year of the Commonwealth might have led 
to the fupprelhon of the fair. The Q>eech of 
Zealot-of-the-land Bufy, while fitting in the flocks 
at the fair in 1614 (“Bartholomew Fair,” by Ben 
Jonfon) feemed prophetically to hint at this. Mr. 
Morley gives the following inftruftive pidture of the 
period; 

The Puritans did not fupprefs Bartholomew Fair. 
There were indeed no dramas performed in it by 
living adtor^ but the ftate did not condefcend, like 
Rabbi Bufy, to engage in controverfy with the 
puppets. It was for the Corporati6n of London, if 
it pleafed, to exercife control, and there was a Lord 
Mayor,who,as we fhall fee, did make himfelf eminent 
for an attack upon the wooden Dagons of the Show. 
Agrinst the fool in his motley none made war; 
Cromwell himfelf had in his private fervice four 
buffoons, and had he vifited the fair, true hero as 
he wa% might have been well difix>fed to mount a 
hobby-horfe. Therefore the clown ftill jefled, and 
the toyman thruft his baubles in the face of the 
Roundhead, while the Cavalier’s lady, ^th a con- 
flellation of black ftars about her nofe, a moon of 
ink on her chin, and a coach and horfes — a very 
fafhionable patch-><>n her forehead, laughed at the 
fhort hrir under the broad<brimmed hat of the 
offended gentleman. Well might fhe laugh at the 
miferable fcarecrow in plain cloak and jerkin, and 
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in boot» that fitted him: for he had no love 
locks and no peaked beard like the gallant at her 
fide; he wore only a little pecked band mftead 
of a laced collar, and as for his breeches — not only 
<tid they want ornament uid width ; but they even 
fhowed no elegant bit of fhirt protruding over them ! 
Acrofs the Smithfield pavement, Cavaliers in boots 
two inches too long, and with laced tops wide 
enough to contain each of them a goofe, ftraddled 
about; compelled to ftraddle in order that the long 
and jingling fpur of one boot, hooked into the ruffle 
of the other, might not bring down the whole man 
into the guttd*. Women I fay might note fuch 
things, but the men were in earneft. The dainty 
Cavalier in the hiftorical fhirt, embroidered with the 
deeds of profane heroes, might glance fiom the 
fpeckled face of his companion towards the clean 
cheeks of the Puritan maid in the religious petticoat 
worked over with texts and fcripture fcenes; all 
had their vanities, their froth of weaknefs floating 
loofe above the ftorm ; all had an eye for the jeft 
of the fair, but under it lay in a heaving mafs the 
folemn earneft of the time. The fair brought to- 
gether from almoft all parts of England, men who 
had urgent thoughts to exchange, harmonies and 
conflidls now of principle and now of pafflon to ex- 
prefs. The deftiny of fatherland was hidden from 
all in a future black with doubt. Men brave and 
honeft had their fouls pledged in allegiance to an 
earthly king, over whom and againft whom others 
as brave and as honeft fet up rights given to them 
by the King of kings. 
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1650. There was publifhed a broadfide and cut, 
with a Defcription of Bartholomew Fair : ” — 

“ Whether this be wit or nonfence, who need care, 

’Tis like the fubjedl, which is Bartholomew Fair : 

A mefs of altogether, well enough, 

To get good money, which will make us huff, 

And fwagger bravely, drink a glafs or fo, 

With fome kind fhe^acquaintance which you know. 

Are pretty tempting things, fo much fi>r that, 

I muff now come and tell you plain and flat : 

That in this fong the whole Fair you mqy view. 

You may believe me when I tell you true ” 

Set to the tune of Digby’s Farewell.” Printed 
for F. Coles, T. Vere, J. Wright, and J. Clarke. 
Containing twelve ftanzas of eight lines. 

1656. During the Commonwealth feveral at- 
tempts were made by the lord mayors to put fome 
check on the freedom of this fair.^ One of them, 
Sir John Deltrich, was knighted by Cromwell foon 
after the fair-time (viz. 5th Sept.) in 1656 ; and it 
has been rightly alTumed that he was the mayor 
who prefled hard againfl: thofe puppet fhowmen and 
others who had commenced the buflnefs of the fair, 
as he conceived, twelve hours too loon, and were 
already at work when he arrived to proclaim the 
opening. This event appears to have led to a bur- 
lefque opening by a company of tailors who met at 
the "£iand and Shears” already noticed on the 

^ Vagrancy and Mendicity A6ls were called into aid. 
Under thefe, ‘‘homelefs beggars” were to be fent to their own 
parifli* It is probable that the numbers were too great to be 
dealt with efficiently. 
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night before the official opening, eledted a chairman, 
and as the clock Jlruck twelve, went out into the 
Cloth Fair, each with a pair of (hears in his hand. 
The chairman then proclaimed the fair to the ex- 
pedtant mob ; and then aH formed a proceffion to 
proceed in tumultuous array to announce the fair 
to the lleepers in Smithfield, by the ringing of bells 
and other ffiicordant manifeftations. The following 
is the form of proclamation ufed, and contains no- 
thing objedtionable. 

An unauthm/ed 'Proclamation , — O yez ! O yez ! 
O yez ! All manner of perfons may take notice that 
in the Clofe of St. Bartholomew the Great and Weft 
Smithfield, London, and the ftreets, lanes and places 
adjoining, is now to be held a Fair for this day and 
the two days following, to which all people may 
freely refort and buy and fell according to the 
Liberties and Privileges of the faid Fair, and may 
depart without difturbance, paying their duties. 
And all perfons are ftridtly charged and commanded 
in His Majcfty’s name, to help the peace, and to do 
nothing in the difturbance of the faid Fair, as they 
will anfwer the contrary at their peril; and that 
there be no manner of arreft or arrefts but by fuch 
officers as are appointed. And if any perfon be 
aggrieved, let them repair to the Court of Pie- 
Powder, where they will have fpeedy relief according 
to Juftice and Equity. God fave the King. 

This irregular proclamation feems to have been 
accepted as a legal aift by the Lord Kenfington who 
had become owner of one-half of the tolls of the 
fair, and it continued down to 1839. It was but 



2o6 Bartkolomw Fair. 

a repetidon of the double jurifcddion claimed in 
Sturbridge Fair. ^ 

There is in the library of the Britilh Mufeum 
a doggrel ballad> printed as a broad-iheet/ called 

The Dagonizing of Bartholomew Far,” which 
delcribes, with coarfe humour — ^the grofTnefe of 
which may be attributed in part .to the mingled 
refentment and contempt which underlies it — the 
meafures taken by the civil authorities for the 
removal from the fair of the Ihowmen who had 
pitched there in fpite of the determination of the 
Lord Mayor and the Court of Aldermen to fup- 
prefs with the utmoft rigour everything which could 
move to laughter or minifter to wonder. Among 
thefe are mentioned a hre-eating conjuror, a Jack 
Pudding,” and “ wonders made of wax,” being the 
earlieft notice of a waxwork exhibition which I 
have been able to difcover.— Frost’s Old Shm- 
man, &c., p. 31. 

In A Caveat for Cut-purfes,” a ballad of the 
time of Charles I., there is the following : — 

** The Players do tell you, in Bartholomew Faire, 

.What fecret confumptions and rafcals you are ; 

For one of their A£lort, it feems, had the fate 
By fome of your trade to be fleeced of late.” 

In another ballad, **Ra^ed and Tom and 
Tru^” there is this: — 

The pick-pockets in a throng 
At a market or a faire, 

Will try whofe purfe is ftrong, 

That they may the money ihare.” 

Tbe Refioratitta. — i66i. The Reftoration led to 
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a confiderable readion from the ieverities of the 
Commonwealth) a^id the incidents of the fair were 
afieded thereby, as will be fren. The firft notice- 
able feature is that the penod of the fair becomes 
permanently prolonged from three to fourteen days; 
with occalional extenlions it is faid to fix weeks’ riot 
and amufement. Anoth^ that the pamphleteering 
continued to be afibciated with the fair. There 
was one ** Strange News from Bartholomew Fair ” 
&c. by Peter Aretine, printed for “Theodofus 
Microcofmus.’^ The contents of this publication are 
altogether too grofs for detailed mention. There 
was another trat 3 ; ** News from Bartholomew Fair. 
Or the World’s Mad : being a Defcription of the 
Varieties and Fooleries of this prefent Age,” with 
Allowance (/.?. Licenfed) Printed for the general 
ufe of the Buyer, and perticular Benefit of the 
Seller.” It had for motto ** Rifum teneatis amici ? ” 
and a frontifpiece reprefenting a modified Puritan, in 
prefence of Jacob Hall the fafhionable rope-dancer, 
exhibiting the varieties of drefs 1 

1663. “ Pepys’s Diary,” that never-failing fource 
of reference, throws fome light upon the doings of 
the fair at this period. On the 25th Aug. morrow 
of St. Bartholomew’s Day (new %le), Mr. Pepys 
going at noon to the Exchange, met a fine fellow 
with trumpets before him in Leadenhall Street, 
and upon inquiry found that he was ** Clerk of the 
City Market : ” three or four men attended him 
each carrying an arrow of a pound weight in his 
hand. This was a revival by the Lord Mayor of the 
old City cuftom of challenging any to fiioot at the 
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fair. The previous day his lordihip had attended 
to witnefs the wreftling. On the following there 
was to be the ciidc hunting ! But the feeling had 
ib far changed (perhaps in confequence of the event 
of 1656) that the Lord Mayor’s prelence was not 
defired at this. The people of the fair cry out 
upon it, as a great hindrance to them.” 

1664. From the correfpondence of the philo- 
fopher John Locke, at this date it* is cl^ he had 
elbowed his way with the reft of the world through 
the crowd and made a ftudy of this fair. Thus 
defcribing the fights of the city of Cleves (from 
whence he writes) to John Strachy at Briftol, he 
fays “ In the principal church at Cleves was a little 
altar for the fervice of Chriftmas Day. The fcene 
was a ftable, wherein was an ox, an afs, a cradle, 
the Virgin, the Babe, Jofeph, fhepherds, and angels, 
dramatis perfonae. Had they but given them 
motion it had been a perfect Puppet play, and 
might have deferved pence a piece ; for they were 
of the fame lize and make that our Englifh puppets 
are ; and I am confident thefe fhepherds and this 
Jofeph are kin to that Judith and Holophemes 
which 1 had feen at Bartholomew Fair.” 

Plague. — 1665-6. There was no f^ in thefe 
years in confequence of the Plague vifitation. In 
the former of the two years at the ufual fair-time bale 
fires were burning in the ftreets night and day to 
purify the air, and they continued until quenched 
by heavy rain. In the following year there occurred 
during the fair-time (as now extended) the Great 
Fire of London, flames two miles in extent and a 
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mile in breadth, with fmoke extending fifty miles. 
There would have been a fcene of intenfe confufion 
if the fair had been gathered ; no real danger, per- 
haps, as the conflagration ended at Pye Corner, on 
the verge of the fite of the fair. The houfes then 
{pared here were in exiftence down to OA. 1 809. 

In the following year the fair was refumed, and 
probably was of fome fervice to the City in bringing 
people and money to it agMn. Pepys “ the im- 
mortal ” records under date 28th Aug. ** went twice 
round Bartholomew Fair, which I was glad to fee 
again, after two years miffing of it by the plague.” 
It feems patent that Court people and ladies of ail 
qualities were at home in the fair at this period. 
Pepys records how he took his wife in 1668 “and 
there did fee a ridiculous obicene little ftage play 
called ‘Marry Audrey,' a foolilh thing, but feen 
by everybody ; and lb to Jacob Hall’s dancing of 
the ropes — a thing worth feeing and mightily fol- 
lowed.” 

Tolls. — 1671. The Corporation of London was 
diflatisfied with the profits of the fair accruing from 
the arrangement then fubfifting, and referred it to 
the Comptroller to let the ground for the City and 
report the tolls to the iirft comt after the fair. 
This was done, and appears to have been fatisfac- 
tory, as the Corporation contiitued to receive the 
direcft proceeds down to 1685, when the tolls were 
leafed to the Sword-bearer for three years at a clear 
rental of ;{’ioo per annum. At the expiration of 
two years it was reported that the tolls had not 
amounted to more than £68 ; they were leafed to 

p 
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the Sword-bearer at this rental for twenty-one 
years. 

1674. In “Poor Robin’s Almanack” for this 
year, in a catalogue of jefts upon the purpofes or 
features of fairs, is the following “ Aug. 24 Smith- 
held for Jack puddings, pigs heads, and Bartho- 
lomew Babies.” 

1678. The “Irregularities and Diforders” of 
this fair were brought under the notice of the civil 
authorities ; and the queftion was referred to a 
Committee “ to conhder how the fame might be 
prevented, and what damages would occur to the 
City by laying down the fame.” This is the firft 
hint of fuppreffion by the City ; “ and its arifing,” 
fays Mr. Morley, “ is almoft ftmultaneous with the 
decay of the great annual gathering as a necejfary feat 
of trade." He adds, “There is no year in which it 
can be diftinftly fdd that then the Cloth Fair died. 
Even at this hour, when the fair itfelf is extind, 
there are in the ftreet called Cloth Fair, on the fite 
of the old mart, one or two confiderable fhops of 
Cloth-merchants, who feem there tp have buried 
themfelves out of fight, and to be feeding upon the 
traditions of the fair.” 

Cloth ^rade. — It is in connexion with the woollen 
cloth trade that Bartholomew Fair moft linked itfelf 
with commerce. It was not fimply the great metro- 
politan cloth fair, but it was the greateft fair for 
woollen cloths held in England. For centuries wool 
had been the great ftaple of this country. Kings 
had taken its regulation- under their own particular 
charge. The highefl official in the land took his 
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feat amongft the peers of the realm literally on a 
fack of wool. Cloth ranked firft amongft the pro- 
duds of the nation’s induftry. Among the fairs of 
the world Englifti woollen cloth was an important 
article of commerce. The centre of this trade for 
feveral centuries was located in this particular fair. 
Other fairs had other fpecialities. But St Bartho- 
lomew’s was the annual trade gathering of Englifh 
clothiers and Condon drapers. The arms of the 
Merchant Tailors were engraved upon a fUver yard 
— thirty-dx inches in length and thirty-fix ounces 
in weight, — with which century after century mem- 
bers of their body were deputed to attend at Weft 
Smithdeld during the fdr, and teft the meafures of 
the clothiers and drapers (fee 1609). The Hand 
and Shears” was a famous hoftelry within the 
Clofe, where the cloth-merchants and the tailors 
fraternized. And here, too, the Court of Piepowder 
was long held when removed from the Abbey. 

It remains to be ftated in connexion with the 
events of this year that there was a very grave 
queftion involved as to whether the City had any 
legal right to fupprefs the fair. The Cattle Fair was 
ftill very confiderable (fee 1715)- 
, 1682. There was publifhed a new edition of 
“ Wit and Drollery: Jovial Poems” (1682); there 
is contained the following epitome of the features 
of the fair (not contained in the. edition of 
1656):- 

Here’s that will challenge all the fair, 

Come buy my nuts and damfons and Burgamy pears ! 
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Here’s the Woman of Babylon, the Devil and the Pope, 
And here’s the little Girl juft going on the Rope I 
Here’s Dives and Lazarus and the WorWs Creation^ 

Here’s the TaU Dutch Woman, the lilce’s not in the nation. 
Here is the Booths where the high Dutch maid is. 

Here are the Bears that dance like any Ladies ; 

Tat, tat, tat, tat, fays little penny Trumpet ; 

Here’s Jacob Hall, that does fo jump it, jump it ; 

Sound Trumpet, found, for filver fpoon and fork. 

Come, here’s your dainty Pig and Pork.”^^ 

It had in fad come to this — as Sir I^obert South- 
well truly faid in a letter to his (bn in 1685: ** The 
main importance of this fair is not fb much for mer- 
chandife, and the fuppljdng what ' people really 
want; but as a fbrt of Bacchanalia, to gratify 
the multitude in their wandering and irregular 
thoughts.” 

1688. It had become a cullom for the Lord 
Mayor after proclaiming the fair to call upon the 
keeper of Newgate, whole fervices were ufually in- 
volved during the fair, and partake of ** a cool 
tankard of wine, nutmeg, and fugar.” This year Sir 
John Shorter — natural grandfather of Horace Wal- 
pole, and of his coulins the Conway Seymours— fol- 
lowed the ufual courfe, but let the lid of the 
tankard flop down with lb much force that his horfe 
ftarted ; he was thrown to the ground, and died the 
next day. The praftice was difcontinued during 
the fecond mayoralty of Sir Matthew Wood. 

In “The Lady’s New Year’s Gift ; or. Advice to 
a Daughter,” publilhed this year, it is obferved : 
“ Some women are for merry-meetings, as BelTus 
was for Duels; they are ingaged in a Circle of 
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Idlenefi, where they run round for the whole year, 
without the interruption of a fetious hour; they 
know all the Players names & are Intimately 
acquainted with all the Booths in Bartholomew 
Fair.” 

1690. Literature ftill continued to he aflbciated 
with the fair. Thus there was publilhed this year: 
“ The City Revels, or the Humours of Bartholo- 
mew Fair,” by J. G. Gent Sold by Randal Taylor, 
near Stationers-Hall, and by moft Bookiellers. 
Price ftitcht not a Angle copy of which is now 
known to exift. There was alfo publilhed about 
this date “ Rdger^n Amaze : Or the Countrymans 
Ramble through Bartholomew Fair. To the tune 
of : The Dutch Womans Jigg. Printed by and 
for A. M. and fold by J. Walter,” &c. A Iheet 
containing eight Ax-line Aanzas. (Library of H. 
Huth, Efq.) 

1691. There was a Arong feeling fetting in at 
this period againft the fair. The Corporation or- 
dered a return to the original term of three days, 
not only as a check to vice, but in order that the 
pleafures of the fair nught not choke up the 
avenues of traffic. It is clear that this was not 
effedtive, for the order was repeated three years 
later. See 17 ii. 

1697. The Lord Mayor iAued an Ordinance 
“ for the fuppreffion of vicious pradticas in Bartho- 
lomew fair, as obfcene, laArivious and Icandalous 
plays, comedies, and farces, unlawful games and in- 
terludes, drunkennefs, &c., ftridUy charging all con- 
ftablesand other officers to ufe the utmoft ffiligence 
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in profecuting the fame.” Vide ** Poftman ” of this 
date. 

Political allufions were very freely made in the 
amulements of the Fair; and Ibmetimes thefe 
brought Ipeedy retaliation. Thu% in the prefent 
year William Philips, a Zany or Jack Pudding, was 
arrefted and publicly whipped for perpetrating in 
the fair a jeft on the repreflive tendencies of the 
Government, which the poet Prior ‘’has condenfed 
and preferved for us. The faid clown made his 
appearance on the exterior ftage of the Ihow with a 
tongue in his left hand, and a bl^ck pudding in his 
right. Profefling to have learned “an important 
fecret, by which he hoped to profit, he communi- 
cated it to the mountebank, in words recorded by 
Prior thus : — 

Be of your patron’s mind whate’er he fays ; 

Sleep very much, think little, and talk lefs : 

Mind neither good nor bad, nor right nor wrong ; 

But eat your pudding, Have, and hold your tongue. 

This fame W. Philips is fufpefted to have an im- 
portant hiftory of his own — indeed, to have been 
fbmething befides a clown. He is believed to have 
been the author of the ** Revengeful Queen,” pub- 
lilhed in 1698; allb of “Alcamenes and Menelippa,” 
and of a farce called “Britons, Strike Home,” 
which was afted in a booth in Bartholomew Fair. 
Relating to him is alfb fuppoled to have been a book 
publilhed in 1688, of which nothing but the tide- 
page is now known to exift. This is preferved in 
the Harleian colleftion, viz., “The Comical Hiftory 
of the famous Merry Andrew, W. Phill., Giving an 
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account of his Pleafant Humours, Various Adven- 
tures, Cheats, Frolicks, and Cunning Defigns, both 
in City and Country.” A copy of this would now 
command a large price. 

Another of the great fhow charaAers of this 
period was Jofeph Clark, the Pofturer.” He is 
the “ whimhcal fellow ” mentioned by Addifbn in 
the Guardian,” No. 102. He was the fon of a 
diftiller in Shbe Lane, and was intended for the 
medical profeflion. This did not fuit his views, nor 
did the trade* of a mercer, to which he was next put. 
He probably became buffoon in the Court of the 
Duke of Buckin^am. Finally he appeared in the 
Fair. His performance cluefly conMed in the 
imitation of every kind of human deformity ; and 
he is faid to have impofcd fb completely upon 
Molins, the famous furgeon, as to be difmilTed by 
him as an incurable cripple I There is a notice of 
him in the " Philofophical TranfaAions,” where it 
is related that he had fuch an abfolute command 
of all his mufcles and joints that he could disjoint 
almoft his whole body.” A portrait in Tempeft’s 
colleAion reprefents him in the aft of fhouldering 
his leg, an antic which is imitated by a monkey. 
Froft’s ** Old Showman,” p. 59. 

1698. A Frenchman, Monfieur Sorbiere, vifiting 
London, fays : “ I was at Bartholomew Fair. It 
confiftsof mofl Toy Shops, aUb Fiance, and Pifture, 
Ribbon Shops, no Books ; many (hops of Confec- 
tioners, where any woman may commodioully be 
treated. Knavery is here in perfeftion, dexterous 
Cut-purfes and Pickpockets. I went to fee the 
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Dancing on the Ropes, which was admirable. 
Coming out^I met a man that would have took ofF 
my hat, but I fecured it, and was going to draw my 
Iword, crying out ' Begar ! Damn’d Rogue ! Mor- 
bleu,’ &c., when on a liidden T heiird a hundred 
People about me, crying, ‘ Here Monfieur, fee 
“ Jephthah’s Ralh Vow.” ’ * Here, Monfieur, fee 
" The Tall Dutchwoman.” ’ * See “ The Tiger,” ’ 
fays another. ‘ See “The Horfe aitd No Horfe,” 
whofe tail feands where his head Ihould do.’ ‘ See 
the “ German Artift,” Mondeur.’ * See the “ Siege 
of Namur,” Monfieur; ’ fo that betwixt Rudenefs 
and Civility I was forc’d to getNnto" a fiacre, and 
with an air of hafte and a full trot^ got home to my 
lodgings.” 
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of Middlefex made a prefentment to the following 
effedt ; — 

“ Whereas we have fcen a printed order of the 
Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen the 2 5 th June 
1700, to prevent the great profanenefs, vice, and 
debauchery, lb frequently uled and pradtiled in 
Bartholomew Fair, by ftridtly charging and com- 
manding all perlbns concerned in the frid fair, and 
in the Iheds and booths to be ei^dted and built 
therein or places adjacent, that they do not let, fell, 
or hire, or ufe any booth, Ihed, ftall,‘or other erec- 
tion whatfoever to be ufed or employed for inter- 
ludes, llage-plays, comedies, gam^g-places, lotteries, 
or mulic meetings : and as we are informed the 
prefent Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen have 
pafled another order to the fame effedl on the 3rd 
inllant ; we take this occalion to return our moil 
hearty thanks for their religious care and great zeal 
in this matter; we efteeming a renewal of their 
former pradtices at the Fair a continuing one of the 
chiefeil miferies of vice next to the Play-Houfes; 
therefore earnellly delire that the faid orders may 
be vigorouily profecuted, and that this honourable 
Court would endeavor that the faid fair may be em- 
ployed to thofe good ends and purpofes it was at firll 
deligned.” 

In the “ Pollman,” of September, appeared the 
following advertifement : “ The tiger in Bartho- 
lomew Fair, that yefterday gave fuch fatisfadtion 
to perfons of all qualities by pulling the feathers fo 
nicely from live fowls, will, at the requeft of feveral 
perfons, do the fame thing this day ; price, 6</. each.” 
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There was publifhed this year for R. Hine near 
the Royal Exchange, “A Walk to Smithfield, or 
a True Defcription of the Humours of Bartho- 
lomew Fair, with the very comical Intrigues and 
Frolics that are adted in every particular Booth in 
the Fair, by perfons of all ages and fexes, fiom the 
Court Gallant to the Country Clown. With the 
Old Droll-Players’ Lamentation for the lofs of 
their Yearly Revenues : being very Pleafing and 
Diverting.” 

It feems that at this period the principal London 
theatres clofed during the fair. This was so with 
Drury Lane ifl 1702; and alfo with feveral of the 
theatres during May Fair. See 1714. 

1703. In the “ Obfervator ” of Auguft 21 this 
year was the following : 

Does this market of lewdnels tend to anything 
elfe but the ruin of the bodies, and fouls and eftates, 
of the young men and women of the City of London, 
who here meet with all the temptations to deftruc- 
tion? The Lotteries, to ruin their eftates; the 
drolls, comedies, interludes, and farces to poifon 
their minds, &c. ; and in the cloifters what ftrange 
medley of lewdnefs has not that place long iince 
afforded? Lords and ladies, aldermen and their 
wives, ’{quires and fiddlers, citizens and rope- 
dancers, jack-puddings and lawyers, miftrelTes and 
maids, mailers and 'prentices ! This is not an ark, 
like Noah’s which received the clean and the un- 
clean ; only the unclean beads enter this ark, and 
fuch as have the devil’s livery on their backs ! 

1707. This year a well-known theatrical mana- 
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gerefs, Mrs. Mynn, produced a new vcrfion of the 
“Siege of Troy,” reduced from five to three aiJts, 
by the aged a<^r, Settle. The piece was pnnted 
with the following introdudtion ; — 

A Printed Publication of an Entertunmentp^r- 
fofmed on a Smithfield Stage, which, how gay or 
richly foever Jet off, will hardly reach to a higher 
Title than the cuftomary name of a Droll, may Jeem 
Jmewbat new. But as the prefent ^undertaking, the 
work of ten Months' preparation, is Jo extraordinary 
a performance, that without Boajt or Vanity we may 
modeftly fay. In the whole feveral Scenes, Move- 
ments, and Machines, it is noways Inferiour even to 
ar^ one Op&czyet Jeen in nther of the Royal Theatres; 
we are therefore under fame fort of neceffity to make 
this Publication, there^ to give ev'n the meaneft of 
our audience a full Light into all the ObjeSt they will 
there meet in this expenfive Entertainment; the pro- 
prietors of which have adventur'd to make, under 
Jmall Hopes, 'That as they yearly fee Jome of their 
happier Bretheren Undertakers in the Fair, more 
cheaply obtain even the Engrojl Smiles of the Gentry 
and Sluality at Jo much an eafier Price; Jo on the other 
Jide their own more cojlly ProjeSion {though lejs 
Favourites) might poffibly attain to that good Fortune, 
at leaft to at trail a little fhare of the good graces of the 
more Honourable part of the Audience, and perhaps be 
able to purchqfe Jome of thoje Jmiles which eljewhere 
have been thus long the prof ufer Donation of particular 
AffeHion of Favour. 

There was alfo publifhed “ The Cloyfter in Bar- 
tholomew Fair; or. The Town-Miftrels Dilguif’d.” 
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Loodon, Printed for A. Bancks, near Fleet Street. 

8vo. 8 leaves. 

Mmting the Duration of the Fair. — 1708. On 
the 2nd June this year the Court of Common 
Council pafTed the foUovdng relblution 

This Court taking notice that the Fair of St. 
Bartholomew according to the original Grant there- 
of, ought to be holden annually three days and no 
longer. And that by Continuing the frid Frir to 
Fourteen days, as of late hath been praAifed, and 
the ereAing and fetting up Booths in Smithfield of 
extraordinary largenels not occupied by dealers in 
Goods, merchandises, &c., proper for a fair ; but 
ufed chiefly for Stage-plays, Muflck and Tipling 
(being fo many receptacles of vicious and diforderly 
Perfons) Lewdnefs and Debauchery have apparently 
increafed. Tumults and Diforders frequently arifen, 
and the Trafiick of the feid Fair, by the Traders 
and Fair-keepers referring thereto, greatly inter- 
rupted and diminiftied. After long debate, and 
ferious confideration had of the fame, and being de- 
firous to put a Stop (fo far as in them lies) to the 
further Spreading of WickedneSs and Vice, to pre- 
ferve the Peace of Her MajeSly’s SubjeAs, and 
refliore the faid Fair to its primitive Inftitution, and 
the Traders reforting thither to the full enjoyment 
of their Trades, without any hindrance or obSlruc- 
tion. And this Court being of opinion, that no ways 
will be fo eSFcAual for the end aforefaid as reducing 
the faid Frit to its ancient time of continuance, 
doth unanimously refolve, and So Order that for the 
future, the faid Fair Shall be kept Three days only. 
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and no longer (that is to fay) on the Eve of St. 
Bartholomew, that Day and the Morrow after being 
the a3rd, a4th and 25 days of Auguft, of which all 
perfons concerned are to take Notice and Govern 
themfelves accordingly. See 1750. 

On the 3rd July, fame year, the Conunon Council 
conlidered certain ftrong petitions for the revocation 
of this Order. The refult is feen in the following 
announcement, which appeared in the Gazette ” 
of and Auguft : — 

The Committee for letting the City’s Land in the 
Account of the Chamberlain of Ae City of London 
give notice. That the Fair, commonly call’d Bartho- 
lomew Fair, annually held in Weft Smithfield in 
London is from henceforth to be held three Days 
and no longer [days Ipecified] and that the faid 
Committee will lit every Wednefday at three of the 
Clock in the afternoon, to Lett and Dilpofe of the 
Ground in Weft Smithfield, to perfons seforting to 
the faid Fair; of which more particular information 
may be had at the Comptroler’s Ofiice in the Guild- 
hall of the fmd City. 

Same year a perlbn did penance in the Chapter 
Houle of St. Paul’s for publicly Ihowing in the Fair 
a Blow-Book in which were many filthy and oblcene 
pitftures. The book was likewile burned, and the 
offender paid the cofts. 

The firft travelling menagerie feems now to have 
appeared in this fair, and attraded confiderable atten- 
tion. It ftood near the ho^ital gate. ** Sir Hans 
Sloane cannot be fuppofed to have miffed fuch an 
opportunity of ftudying animals little known, as he 
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is faid to have conftantly vifited the fair for that 
purpofe, and to have retained the fervices of a 
draughtfman for their reprefentation." (Froft.) 

It may be noted that wild beafts had been' kept 
at the Tower certainly from 1253 downwards. 

1709. There was publifhed “Bart’lemy Fair: 
or an Enquiry after Wit; in which due Refpedb is 
had to a Letter concerning Enthuiiafm, To my 
Lord * •* By Mr. Wotton. London Printed 
for R. Wilkin, at the King’s Head in St. Paul’s 
Church- Yard.** This 8vo. pamphlet of 175 pages 
contuns no reference to the fair, and probably only 
took its title frdm reference to the dilputations there 
conduced, and of which 1 have fpoken. 

1710. There was a curious half-lheet oftavo 
trad, printed this year, entitled “ The Wonders 
of England, containing Dogget and Penkethman’s 
Dialogue with Old Nick, on the fuppreflion of 
Bartholomeiv Fair in Smithfield.” The title enume- 
rates feveral other ftrange and wonderful matters, 
as being contained in the book, but, like the Ihow- 
man’s punted cloths in the fair, pidures monfters 
not vilible within ; lb there is not a line in the trad 
refpeding the fupprellion of the fair. Yet . 

Coming events caft their ihadows before.” 

,1711. Itfeems probable that in 1691, or 1694, 

. when the Corporation took fteps to limit the period 
of the fair, that a printed ftatement of the reafons 
therefor was ilTued for the edification of the public 
mind. At all events during the prefent year there 
appeared: “ Reafons Formerly publifhed for the 
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Punfhial Limiting of Bartholomew Fair to thofe 
Three Days to which it is detemuned by the 
Royal Grant of it to the City of London. New 
reprinted with Additions^ to prevent a Deiign fet 
on Foot to procure an Eftablifhment of the faid 
Fair for Fourteen Days. Humbly Addrefled to 
the prefent Right Honorable the Lord Mayor to 
the Worlhipfiil Court of Aldermen, and to the 
Common Council of the faid City. London Printed 
in the year 17 n.” 

1714. It had become the cuftom for the ftars of 
Drury Lane, Covent Garden, the Haymarket, Lin- 
coln’s Fields, and Goodman’s Fields theatres to 
enter into engagements to adt in the theatrical 
booths in Smithfield, and probably alfo in South- 
wark ; and a rich ** benefit ” they made, fbmetimes 
by adting, but more generally by becoming partners 
in a company organized for the purpofes of the 
fiur. Recruits were brought op fron%the provin- 
cial theatres, and thus became familiar to Ix>ndon 
audiences. 

1715. In ** Dawk’s News Letter” it is re- 
corded, *‘On Wednefday Bartholomew Fair began, 
to whjch we hear the greatefi: number of black 
cattle (Wellh ?) was brought that was ever known.” 
There was this year at the fair the largeft booth 
ever built — it was for the King’s players ! It had 
become the cuftom to reprefent all the great fieges« 
in which England had been concerned at the ftiows 
in the fair: hence, perhaps, ibmething was done 
towards foftering a marti^ fpirit, not without its 
advantages in a national ienie. 
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1719. The Ae fiiri 

we art ihforniedj had long brt]| ov^^Ied by the 
public voice. Thete 
dice and hazard 

1730. There was |)]Mtc^ the ** Poft ” 

for the 31ft Auguft the following ^ 

*‘Thde are to give notice to all Ijches^ Gentle- 
men and others Th^' at die end of Holirt litine in 
Smithfieid are ito be feeh during the dnie' of die 
Fair, Two Rattle Snakes^ one a very hu’ge f ze, and 
rattles that ydU may hear him at a quarter of a mile 
abou^ and fomethii^ of Mulick, that grows on the 
tails thereof ; xif divers colours^ forms, imd mape% 
with darts that they extend out of their mouths, 
almoft two inches l<mg. They were taken on the 
mountains of Leamea. A Fine Creature, ' of * 
fmall fize, taken in Mocha, that hurrows under 
ground. It is of divert colours, uid very /beautiful; 
The teeth pf a dead Rattle Snake to be leen and 
handled, with, the rattles. A Sea Snail, : taken on 
the coaft of India. Alfo the horn of a Flying Buck. 
Together with a curioUs 'colledtmh ' of Animals and 
of InfeAs from all parts of the World. - To be feen 
without Lois of time.” : > 

This leems to have been a very rude attempt at 
teaching natural hillory. 

1731. The only recorded inftance of jjire break* 
.ingoutdn the &ir occurred this year. The damage 
refulting was linall. (See i8iOi) 

1733. It was about this date that Fielding* the 
novelift commenced public life, by keeping a play* 
booth in this fair. 


Q 



2 z 6 : Bartholm^B^ 

ha4 1$ ilw ijc^xmnt df oM 

gtyen vbjr hi!tt(^ X talw you 

die^lali^i^lid t^ boxes; he 

muft ^ and 'vnisd up «ad dufl 

the mptioiihjai^^^ he nauj$ teadi the dt>n ones how 
toaft, rpuXup; fi:raw> aflid re- 

deeni dioie Jhet happe^^^ the watehrhoufe. 

Then*^r»;whettithe begins,, he .^ihould fome- 

times wa)k ;about the ftage grandly ^d fhow his 
drefs : fometinies he ihoidd his fellows ; 

fometimes he fhould itng ; ; fpmedmes he ihould 
blow die trunipet; fbnietuhes^^ laugh and 

joke with the crowdy and give them: a kind of 
touch-^and-go fpeech^ winch, keejis them merry and 
makes them conie ifl. Thhn, fir, he^ ftiould forae- 
times cover his ftate robe with a great coat, and go 
itttd;^^die crowds and Ihbut oppofite his own booth, 
like a ih;abger who is fttnck^ Its ma^ificence : 
by the way, ilfi that is a; go<id trick; I nwer knew 
it fiul tp n^b an audiehce ; and theh he 
to fted away; and;^ and 

dance and fihg and^^v^ again.” 

W^ Every-Diy 'BoPkjf ii 

1735. The b*^ce faui b^n-td g^ licehces for 
the fair, foy:'foin$^nidki^. 

.rig||(pcesed 
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and i^e iiext inorrow^l^nd ftall 

was ikttown, too^ that 

rigorotifly to enforce ^ 

in cofliequence no ^esiti^^ - ^ the 

nibft hat^^s portioh of |Ho ^ ^^aB^t. 

1736. TheabiCal Iwo^ WOro 
this 5r«!ar.-''\'''if’v:-V''- - 

1739. The fair was extended to four days, and 
more dieatri^ booths attended in cohfeqabnce. 

In the “ Farra^ ; or, Mi&elhuiies in Ve^ and 
Profe ” [by ‘Rich^ Baiton ?], therie is included 
(pp. 49-58) a piece entitled Bartholomew' F«r,** 
from which we take the following 

Round eVry bdot^ V - ! 

A£toh i tawdry^ dreit'diiplay ; r' 
.Thciruglyvifor8fedmdi%raco2^^^^^^' 

Yet often Mdc an ngUcr iic^ c 

The fun their fports not to delay, . 

Makes hafte to kd, and cIoIcb day» v 't. ‘ 

£ach Wooden hpuie tbeii gto^s^ to beai' 

The popuhcc that crow^ the 
■ WJxere Wapping 1k St jfamerf unites 
Pleard widi c^ife objed^^ 

The ehamberntaicTand countefs fit 

' Alike admicera of the witi 

' The Earl ah^ f^tmah ir^ 

‘ Sit down: coht^nted^^m^ 

The mufiek p^yv tbe curtain draw, ' ^ 

^ / The peetde^prent^ 

1740. Thp i^iince of WalesVifitedthc fair-^not, 

indeed; for ikt with 

' on any preVioub^catibn, An account of the vWt 
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.ift-'the- " New: 

its, ;im-' 

l](ru<4. ^ the 

thcrb; ;£m^' 

Prmce j ” ais . thero ,iK^:,that. Ip^ £^ to 

jpj^S over tho^grpund ^hii^ .^ipproach 

of a. gii : Pi«£ently the 

pre%re becianie ffii^ Vbices lopder, 

the tight j(bOng^f^ ^d i^^^^ caitne onward, it 

might ^ feOn that party of 

the yeotisan; the ^ghs^idea^^ the way ; then 
feverai ^oa« ofi theina beat^ and flank- 
ing die ptoceftion;^ Whihs it appeared 

a tall, fair, and handtbme yoting man, having fome- 
thfng Of ; a ;plinnp fo^ fl^oiingly about 

his:io|^^i;^^{i|i^.Nii^!^^ f(^ 

head anti 

bag and cOnrt^aydrivrbehindi Tlie airof digmty 
wiA which he ’waJli^S l^ 'bljfe^ p and ftayr and 

.him';;^/mv 

nf. .. 

along,; ;th«- ;ohj^nfd^:.i^i^^|^n 
■perfon* ■trhdf::b^^jS^i^|p|P^|i^.jih;f^^ 
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b 6 ii that the 

,attiial^'- 'Vi-Mhg 

i^i^lbmew Fur b^ to 
^.Ridh'^.a8iiftih^ti|ai^4ii;^^^l^\ 

' tstihttiehts?bf*i^e'vj^^ ■?'■' ■' ■ . 

".' : Tbif fairV'iipJi -indeed, 

it had M for peifons 

in dii^ 

hunidur rihd t^fottidacs df' the place. 

We have diat many of the theatrical 

celebriries of* the day ' " ftarr^ and 

many who ^^terwariia becs^^^fo 
boaids here. -'•■ > - •'■ 

TThe Mdieatrieal^^^ to three 

Weeks and a*mdi^^^iir^ri. v 

17 50 i Ald^ah maybr, he pro- 

clahhed in the lihldi^b Of July^M^^ to 

reduce the fair to its Original thiefe ^ys* and to ule 
the powers Of -the Hccnfing^^^A^ Geo* II.) for 

the mbre punifhnicnt Of rogues and vaga- 
bonds ^ ;fieherrih a<5k(^^ reprefentation of 

more tbah a lalef- 

mehy w^ho corn- 

planned' the law ” 

by* the fahTip^ple nb^^ 

but, aifo b^ for M ^ ! The 

time’ 'oteupied in ' putring up end -taking down the 
boofos rbeihg%' ri hindrance to the 

ufoal Smid^pinttnk^ng -and trying. The 
fuppreii^^^bf ^ dates 

^froiii; fc'iy#:;: ■'¥:■ '■■■■, ^ ' ■; : "‘ ''■;■■ ^ ■ 





the elaim of ^dlanopon the 

goods of :ddsi%h8j |a frolic of ftrangers^ 

dwng ^:^ of the J^chard ^ 

in Ne^^te Stmt, ‘had iiv the pre- 
.cedh^ itiiiM the toU d^niM on a roll pf 
lc|d^:^th !;^icl|f ;#hniptied;.i t6 enter the 

fur^juidont^i^ 

had calip h ro^ charged the impounder 

with theft; The fqttthble rtfulted in an adlion 


a^inft the Gbtpprajttoh, wrhich was not tried, how- 
ei^ tmtil i 7^4« when^^^^^^ favour of 

t^;<^iee^;and^ a Corppradon claims. . 

^ ^iklp^e ^ cart 

was drfveh 'thtdu^^^ the ftir.irith a load of hay, 
and tolli the 

hcd^ 

on ^:thev't^ftM^a;yjfoi^^ .upon which 

■ ■ the-ihilb^iW^^- 
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On fids of ^^1^ hay a halterj.and 
a ]paper beari^ >— y, 

The,idaie.u 

Malw;}^ jfo^ ndir.;— 

V^hen OQceJtU 

’Twill isciiir the Xgiiie fate^n oa Fiac^^ 

Give Caefw hii^ue, whan b;^.:laiy‘*d( <ienian4ed, • ' 

And thole tlut deier^ with this halter be hanged. 

There was confidenible riotii^ in the ^r. Bnck, 
the fiiccefibr to ^e unfortunate Birch, -was very 
roughly handed.' The tumult wits in ibme degree 
allayed by a leribus accident to the wire-walker, 
EvanSi The vnre broke, andi he was precipitated 
to the ground, one of bis thighs bong broken, and 
other injuries fuftained. ; ; 

The Bridewell Boys>-^ *755* An element in the 
occafional difturbances at the lair was the rondudt 
of the ** Bridewell Boys,” a body of youths from 
the Bridewell Hofpital, dilHnguilhed by a peculiar 
drefs and turbulence of manners. They infdled 
the fireets mid public places to the terror of the 
pdiceable i and being allowed the privity of going 
to fires with the Bridewell engine^ not unfiiequently 
occafioned more mhchief by their audacity and 
perverienels .than by. their de^erity in fire extinw , 
guilhment, refembling in fome degree the yolunti^r 
^ brigades which at one time were, very 
in theU^nittad $^t»s. . On the 
year, at a of.t^^ Govcrnoia of the^dlpiihd; a 
ifiemomble report 11 ^ ma^^ by the Conphit^^whu 



, 2^2t ‘ 

v. as ^ . »;■ 9o^a^tje^. ,;toii?a,;iof v,;,t^ 

cq^^f ^tiitipned; anii othorsj /^etr 
puniil^i^^^i^ VdrfwiiriVtb^bfe' if /Acilr’ ' 

h^pl&S . 

.the ^ ■; 

si^ffierifijft'riplw^ --mftruf^ott, '■.wae 

■ ■adoptBi^f;^'*- 

more d'^^ra^ocd, e|<^ ;1^n: heretofm^ to put 
do^ thia | hut tW of I^rd kehfi 

(fufcceflbr' pf I^ a pbptidn bir the tolls, 

render^ it See i $27. 

.the fair : this 

year bf the (^ re%J^ 

to h^ in adyan^. 

Stn^ atiid fiKtl&fhf to pre> 
yent its exteniion beyond the authoirized three 


Th^ ytaa jpublifted -“ A Defc^^ Bar- 
tholpin^; ' by Gewge Alexandd* Stevies, 
wher«6jf/t^^ :^glW8 a good idea; bf the 

mi^i^‘Ufc’;'|hei»^f«ett';«4— ■' ' ■, v >’ • . 's- ‘-' 




Like ^ ■_ ^ ,. 

si^ $4011^.11*^ 

Thpttgh-'an 

There . wi«;;4i^]», 

■With frying bHicki.pn«tifi'ng»j5i|^;oi^iii^W^<R^-f ''';;''S^ 
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Thp* 'tile#(»V aiiaFe%p-im^-^6win> ii^ 


Her6'i^^tti^n*t^^^d:V".^;^f 4fi^ ^ , 

"The «il4ifC''V^hddiJibr(^”’giiid'^^^^ 

'Here*; .:th'te,’Kienyi 40 -^HoHhdVt^ ■ jH^.'f^e,' ^oi'. 

' Win^,; bcef^'ide,jhd.<^k«i;’fire'^dpg^^lh^^]^^ 

The'fam'd'f*' lo^'d' Pog'^,.$at t!ell/jidi'^»:lett!^W-r '.■ 

And fomd meh, iu Mdr8rt, |ie hot iStet1& 

j793i,,,Thw6;'^;iivjBgnpt«fvp’Nip^ 
ilrlA the h3 ohci ^ 
from the fear p£ riot., ' ■ '.■" 

1 804. There, was an aftion bf6n||h| in 
before the h? Hepow4i^^|j:?^^^ f(^j|n1pt^ 

Ihowihg tiiat 

three ctey^;yrh%h:iart pnibj^ine %^4 e^ 

the fair eontinu'B fl6ngwr4r.hy^^^^^^ 

one of the fpeftatprs of hb mcls% half 

fufibca«4 Kiith ' 

lighted- , ina|£H<^:,l^i^\hb:h^? 

» .wsu..fihed-n;'g|^nj|^hyV^rhi$^g^^^^ 

..^^- charge--'^, hunfc'-pn,t;:W' '- 

■' the- feir-'if^ia|iip«a^ ''^:i:i0k 

drigih of B^l^ipi^ew 



.fipd ^syo;; pp. 

■'I- 'have 

. .Two 

'.two ^ 

ian^ p% to; a to ighite, and 

a feHous'dhafter'?^. oiU 0/^t^hf tih^'pi^fence 
or nund of a gc^ioei^^^b Mjto J®®. ** ^^'® 

moment ih. a'dmUu' xijik to/i8i2 a/idi^dwas 
killed. ■ f ': ' ■■ .;' "■ ,.’ ■.-;.' -.f ” -.■ .. 

In toe ♦* Mdtoing 

lowing ** Ke^, v^i^^ in Bat^tof at Five 
o’clock in toa^ nitonihg,” l^oto wluch F take the 
prihqpd 


N<iw the firft biMiihl| of ^^iuig iglad the fight 
And all the 'ur in {plemn^ . 

Save when toe ilieep^bg bays With hoarle afright 
r And btytal dravers pen the unwilling folds. 


utenjts^hat bwrd^ fiw 

Whkh.lste dUplay^M^to^a^ temptii^ heaps : 
Thito^r children, dcgs, ;caiws^ Q}^fiers, air are laid, 
There/jg^dito pf toe'wh*’^ inafter fleeps; 

The buj^.£tocf cm-la^t^g.mnrn, ,; h i 
.'The 

Theihtmntan's chtot^, or toe'echbini^^^^^ 

, Tto fpon 'muff tonic toi^Ao^l'tov^ 
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. ■,j5om.^ clow^, 

^ ■:|'V;)^eire,:w^^ 

■ The 

■ ;■ " ■■■'To 'j|^e,4eUg^' ■!■■ ''vv .■•. ■'■::;■:,■-/ 

, /; ^ 

1 $ 0l thek b%aft ; . 

' Tohtp’f Uoiis^ 

\Theh^ 

■ Th^ 

Peace to the^yputh^ who, flumberin^ 

For^tt his prcfcttt lot, his 

Soon will the crowd again be thronging there, * 

To view this ma^ 

Careful their booths from infult to protean 
Thefc furl their tapeftry, late crcft^ high ; 

Nor longer with prodilgious piaureei decky, 

They tempt the paiSog yputfa’it aifoxdihy 

But when the day calls forth the l^iles 
The cunning IhoWmeh each device^^^d^^^ 

And nmny a cloWh^tl^ ui^ 

• To teadi hitenc^g fi^^ 

i’ ■■' 

Sleep 6n^ ye; }Mpi«ftnerrisaen^ 

In tUit Ih^n relp4e to your labourieg tnitt ; 

And whim this :^pie oir^aiini><|:l mirth » goner ; 

May ye (^(S^, .in 

1 825. on i Suniiy j&e 

-.field '^' 



'BarHI^^evp^Patr. 


rac0 ior 4«y ; one 

Heeper-of a who plied for ebffohi 


ittagiiirater<>iqp|l!l ym nneo 

nsorri- 

ni^o- 


i25^Ji-ab4 ‘“^fb' l^%ke coh- 

deh&d‘^^> ^ i^d i&tUre of the 


i /‘Tlldpe*^^ ihe Skihtier 

the 

. be^hhih^bf ^ whdle length 

of the chii^cbyard; - there were 

like f^^ Street , corner. At thefe 

fta^e we^ ibid Oy^rs, fniit, inferior kinds of cheap 
c^^ gtn^bre^ wicker b^ets, 

an^ H^er^# valiie. They ieemed 

to be mi^ caftM^^ by petty dealers 

■ 'ebaj^^ebi^^fhtfinaililii^ ■ ■ to 

^eh|, )^l!St,;i^^ the channel into the 

fe^ leh^:iHfe dife^^ wpod- 

Cuf^i^pttetSj^': ^ iwoc 

l^nbei jw&(di4e.^^ j^bdhd^^^to^ fold 
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of w^ 

lfeet:/orv,i^t;vraj^i; 

. b!^.U»|e^,pf ^ 

oppofite i^e ^hi^ of i^ 

and ^ni alpn^;t^e 

Tide of St^thfieid to ^^p^(^w-Iane. coi^^ I^, Jpha 
Strert J^ey reHimed' ^d rao; duthpjhwwd to 

Snut^eU jba^.^d on the 
Croffing over to the eaft Tide, and i^i^hing 
thefe coveredT^ls coniinenced oipofi^^^^^^^ 
nation on the weft : ^d ran tpivarde S^ v 

turnit^ into which Jiey i^^^^^ 
pig-muket, and from thence to Longr^er Ag^n 
on to the eaft Tide to tile great g9.te d| Q9tti;|^^ 
and fo from Duke ; Sfreet, on die fout^|fid? the 
gr^t front gate of Bartholoniew Horpitai^^^ a^d then 
refumed to Giltfpur Street and. the 

uncovered' ibdls.: , : > . . ' ^ ^ 

The^'opyeiedfi^^ 
belonged to (^t^a in , gingerl^adi^ 
garteraj pdekid; : boolb^ idnkets, and ^ides of all 
prices, frpih; a, h^enny^^ foyereign. . The 

gingerbread,; 1 ^ in Tize, and were ; ?on^ 

fpicuoufty fne; on t^^ ,, 

fejent Thaped . TTie ufual fixihtage 0 the 

feet. .- d'incheS .of ;7.'ifMt;%ighfin, 

front and if orn 4 'lUt dfo 5 feet at; back; : and ; ali 



'.. .Tpie:]^ftite,'^(^ tb^''t:Jie'iJaY;(^ of 

fewfidi^ i m i^e il^ts h^ 

^ h#d iheir^^;^^ 

i£ie 4r»;oirSitti^^el^^ clofe againft 

thus' ;^idu^ ^ way 

thi^gh it 

-tKere were not an/ 
‘ ihbws. SJb callages' KorfeiUen were permitted 
to enfer the fair dh account of die c^ 
of people preMt > . v 

It has to ^ noted that there was ah pnufually 
la^e aflemblage tif fhows^^ fwr, including 

ieverai ihenagerics. * 

i 8a6. The **;Miire of the Mwiths” contained 
the following grephic anticipation of the fair to be 
held this year:-4 . : ^ ^ ^ 

Another year arrives, and fpite of Corporation 
“refolutions,” and references to ” the Gommittee,” 
and ^ l^i^rts V and “recommenda.tions’’ to abolilh 
; the fwri |t :is held ageiiii f Now arrives that fatur- 
nalia of honch^pt noift imd ndhconfoihiit^ 
leifiy Fair ; • ’ wh^^ that pjnncc of peace-officers the 
*Lgtd Maypt cha^^ of ftate into a hx- 

pephy truropil^ an mifirule and 

the patron of pichgpocjteb lady Holland’s, 
name leadsi^ an unlettered mob indead pf a to 
one ; whip) Fietodipn’^^i^^ three 

whole daya and a h^^ naihh^gimid 1U|^^ that 
muft bh hot^ litjhelthtnal^^^ Mri 
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Elliftpn and holds, during 

the fip^pcffipd, a 

as the: Apollo of the nMcbm^* 

parable (not to fay 
rides bn Korfelbaek to die 

in the perlpn off his eldeft fph ; a^d when all^ the 
giants itt ;the laiidi and the dtiirhdfs^^: t^ 
generd; thttftef, and each to be according to 
the moft corredli jmeafni^ent at Jeaft a foot taller, 
or Ihorter/ than ahy bihor in the fair> and ' in 
tho only one worth feeing,’-^*^ all the reft being int- 
poftors ! ” In fhoit, when every booth in the fwr 
combined in itfelf the attractions of all the reft, and 
fo perplexes writK its irrefijEtible merit the rapt 
imagination of the half-holiday' fchool boys \^o 
have got but ftxpence to fpend upon the whole, 
that they , eye the butftdes of each in a ftate of pleaf- 
ing de^air^ till their leave of abfence is expired 
twice over, and then return home filled with vifions 
of giants and gingerbread nuts, and dream all night 
long of what they have not feen. 

The fair was {mall;, and one of itv principal 
features was^ the bpolidlaUs, which occoii>ied the 
whole of the weft fide of Giltlpur Street ^ 

1 827. The fair was again large, atid for the firft 
tinae I am enabled to prefent a return of the cafti* 
returns of the yarioUs places of amuftnient there 
afiembled. The rplult will be ftartling to thoft who 
have hitherto failed to realize the importance with 
which the ftur ur^vrtgari^ : WtoUbwell’s mena- 
gerie, ,7<^i f jPdehs#^^ theatirci i jioo At- 
kins’s mehi^^y jf ; Morgan’s mem^ie^ 
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i^y»^ jCf^o; «JHto, 

iat fcf and^ ;^I 40 ; ^ 

.. .': 'mitt' 4 <ir- 9 i:'|i^^ liBl^'reyealed 

?aUw4^>Vinew|e^ £iQ ; 

juggle^, ; ;::^ke’s th«tt^ ,^^40 ; . a fire^ter, 
£30 j , I’razjff’s iCftjres and Line’s 

th^tre/ j^ao }, Scotch gianti £20.* 

Th^ rotnpa^dye attraf%i^he& 0^ the’diifiTerenthglits 
aih}^ fpr rcfleftioit Of courfe 

taihments only rpprdrent a portion of die ca(h d'anf- 
a^^ons of l^cifeih ^ ^ 

J^td Kenfihgto^ that con- 

fidertrig ^ fair> and the 

hui&nce cauied by it in the neighbourhood of 
Smithfieldt he would novr throw lio obftacle in the 
way of its abolition. His fhare of the tolls was 
from ;^3o ^ £4^0 a year ; die eftimated value of 
thefe w« from ;^50ovto £600. vThe Corporation 
accordingly bought up^ tolls, and henceforward 
the Ible rights and intereft in the fair became veiled 

; City Miffion, 

%ainng TOinti^ put to^^^^t^^ the moral 

poUutiph Ipreiui by of die lair, the 

matter wihi aj^nT^^ City I-andS Com-, 

mittim> who mferred^^^d^^^^ Mr. Charles 

Fearfon the then abliB City SoHcitor; and he fpeedily 
difajiried a radphal inode of dealing with it : he 
abfolute landings forjhow- 
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b(mths in a fair that was created in the fir ft: inftance 
for the purpofes of trade ! 

The Markets Committee had in the meanwhile 
been working in the diredion of largely increaiing 
the tolls for ftalls, &c. The ef!ed being that in 
1836 they had increafed to ,^162, 1838 to ; 
this year ;^30 5. The fmaller the number of booths 
the more each Teemed able to pay, ftiowing that 
the popular patronage of the fair was ftill con- 
•fiderable. 

New BartHolomew Fair. — In 1843 
authorities prohibited the aflembling of “ Ihows ” 
of any and all kinds in Smithfield ; but with this 
prohibition was the announcement that arrange- 
ments had been made for the {landing of fuch {haws 
as de{ired on a large piece of ground adjoining the 
New North Road, called Britannia Fields near the 
fite of the Britannia Theatre, in the parilh of 
Hoxton. 

In this ftep it may have been thought to prelerve 
the income from tolls by a bodily transfer of the 
fair to another locality. I doubt if the original 
Charter would have fupported fuch a courfe ; but 
the iniiuence of the City would have obtained the 
authority of Parliament for the change. But even 
Parliament cannot change the {entiments of the* 
people in regard to their amulements, or divert the 
phannels of commerce from the time-honoured 
channels in which they have been wont to How ; and 
the projed for the new Bartholomew Fair fell dead 
very early in its inception ; but for two or three 
years {hows did congregate there. 

R 
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1855. the end had come I The old ceremony of 
ftate proclamation had been difcontihued in 1840. 
In 1 850 the Lord Mayor (Mufgrove) having walked 
quietly to the appointed gateway with the neceflary 
attendants, found there was no fair to proclaim ! 
After that year the Lord Mayor attended no more 
for the purpofe. The laft Bartholomew Fair was 
proclaimed this year (1855). The City indeed 
Bill pays to the Redtor of Bartholomew the Great 
the annual fee of 3J. 6 d. in refpedk of the procla-'^ 
mation no longer made. The live Cattle Market 
was difcontinued the fame year — removed to Ifling- 
ton. The Meat Market opened *111 1868 has 
obliterated all traces of a Rate of things which had 
continued for feven centuries. 

1859. Mr. Henry Morley publiihed “ Memoirs 
of Bartholomew Fair,” “ infcribed with friendlhip 
to his friend John Forfter.” In his preface he fays 

When I firft refblved upon the writing thefe 
memoirs, I knew (imply that Bartholomew fair was 
an unwritten portion of the ftory of the people. 
Bound once to the life of the nation by the three 
ties of Religion, Trade and Pleafure, firft came a 
time when the tie of Religion was unloofened from 
it ; then it was a place of Trade and Pleafure. A 
few more generations having lived and worked. 
Trade was no longer bound to it. The nation ftill 
grew, and at laft broke from it even as a pleafurq 
fair. It lived for feven centuries or more, and of its 
death we are the vritnefTes. Surely, methought, 
there is a ftory here ; the memoirs of a Fair do not 
^ean only a bundle of handbills or a catalogue of 
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monfters. And then the volqme was planned which 
is now o£^d to die reader, with a lively fenfe of 
its ihortcomings.” Thus launched upon the world 
it was and is a book fuited to the companionlhipof 
all lovers of objeds of antiquity. I am glad to 
have been able to fupplement its record with fome 
dettils of intereft. 




FAIRS OF FRANCE. 

CHAPTER XIX/ 

T is to France that we mull look if we 
would fully comprehend alike the 
fplendour and importance of the fairs 
of Europe. Even here, as elfewhere, 
they are now to be regarded as things of the pall ; 
but of a pad that is full of inftruAion. 

In the eighth and ninth centuries hardly any 
trade was known in France, other than that carried 
on in markets and fairs; thefe were, therefore, 
almoll the only places for providing onefelf with 
neceflaries. Artificers and dealers lived apart, 
dilperled in the country ; the towns were chiefly 
inhabited by the clergy and Ibme handicraftsmen, 
with few or no monks or nuns, the far greater part 
of the monafteries being either in the open country 
or the neighbourhood of the cities. The nobility 
lived on their eftates, or attended the Court. The 
fate people were fo far under their Lord’s power 
as not to quit the place of their birth without his 
leave ; the villain was annexed to the eftate, and 
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the flave.to the mafter’s houfe or land. Such a dif- 
perfion was little promotive of trade, which loves 
large and policed communities; and it was to 
remedy this inconvenience that its Kings efiabtijhed 
Jo many fairs. Vide Extrafts translated from New 
Hift. of France,” 1769, i. 65. 

There feem to have been three grades of fairs. 
— I. Free fairs ^ to which all might come without 
reftridion of t8ll or other limitation. 2. Fairs 
having their fr^chifes reftrided by fome local right 
or uf^e. 3. Common fairs, without any ipecial 
franchifes whatever. 1 fhall mainly confine myfelf 
to a notice of'thofe falling under the firft of thefe 
definitions — free fairs. 

Champagne and Brie. 

I may fpeak of the fairs of thefe provinces col- 
ledively. They were not only amongfi: the moft 
celebrated of France or of Europe, but poffefs the 
charm of great antiquity. They are believed to 
have been founded by the earls of thofe provinces. 
Sidonius Apollinaris alludes to them, a.d. 427. 
They were held in feventeen of the chief cities— 
fome of which had as many as fix yearly, others 
four, none lefs than two. 

I have already given (in the firft chapter in this 
•book) fome account of the commercial importance 
of thefe fairs in Europe, and need not re-traverfe 
that ground. They have a great intereft from an 
Englifli point of view for reafons which will prefently 
appear. 
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Thefc diftrids were not indeed provinces of 
France at the early date above named. They only 
became fo in 12 84, and fo far from their frirs gen- 
ing any additional luftre by the annexation, the very 
reverfe app^e^ to have been the fad. The domi- 
nation of the crown of France fpread awe inftead 
of confidence into the minds of their wealthy 
traders! 

The truth I fufped to be that* charges and re- 
ftridions previoufly unknown were impofed. This 
view indeed finds dired fupport in the fad that in 
1349 Philip de Valois granted letters patent con- 
firming ancient franchiles, and fnppfeffing the new 
impofitions. By means of this document we learn 
precifely what die ancient privileges were. The 
patent confifted of thirty-fix articles, but the more 
material may be grouped under five heads, viz. : 

I. The Franchi/es . — ^All foreign dealers their 
fadors and agents to have free liberty imder the 
Royal protedion, to refort to thefe fairs With their 
goods, provided however that thefe fame goods 
were defigned to be fold or exchanged there ; or fail- 
ing this were to be removed within the appointed 
time for the duration of the fair. They were 
exempted from all dues, impofirions, &c., according 
to the good and ancient ufages, cuftoms, and liber- 
ties of the laid fairs. No favours or letters of re- 
fpite might be granted againfi: the laid dealers, or 
the cuftoms and liberties of the faid fairs — all fuch, 
if obtained, being null. No dealers reibrting to or 
returning from, fhould be flopped or molefted, 
without fpecial warrant from the wardens of the 
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confemtion, and for obligations made truly and 
really in the fair. 

2. Wardens of the Privileges. — ^Thefe were judges 
appointed during the fair, to fee that the franchifes 
were preferved, and to take cogmzance of contefts 
that might arife between traders there. Every fair 
was to hav^ two wardens, one chancellor to keep 
the leal, two lieutenants, forty notaries, and 100 fer- 
jeants. The vrardens and chancellors were {worn 
in the Chamber of Accounts, Paris, tluy were 
yearly to makS their report of the ftate of the fairs. 
No judgment might be given during the fair but 
by the two wardens, or when one was unavoidably 
abfent, by one warden and the chancellor. 

3. How goods were to bs brought within the 
franchife. — ^The drapers and traders of the feventeen 
cities of Champagne and Brie frequenting the fairs 
— that is to fay thole of the cities in which one of 
thefe feventeen fairs was held — ^might not fell their 
cloths or other fluifs, wholefale or retul, within or 
without the kingdom, unlefs firft font to one of the 
fairs and expofed for Jale from the firft day appointed 
for the fale of cloth until the fixth following, on pain 
of forfeiture; they being, however, at liberty to 
difpofe of them as they pleafed, if not fold in that 
time. 

Farmers, curriers, &c., muft bring their leather 
, to the fair, and expofe it all together from the firft 
of the three days, without referving any for the laft 
days, or felling in any other place than that dejigned 
i for the fade of leather, 

Horfe-dealers, both fubjefts and foreigners, muft 
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have their ftables in the faid fairs from the third 
day of the cloths {tje. fixed for the fale of cloth) 
until the fair ended. 

In like manner all other wares brought into the 
fair were to remun on fale, Ibme for fix days, others 
for three days only, according to their nature and 
quality. 

4. InfpeSlions . — Thefe were of two kinds, one by 
the wardens confervators, and tho other by exa- 
miners chofen out of the trading companies fre-' 
quenting the fair. The wardens’ inipeAion was at 
the opening of every fair, to fee that the dealers 
had all fuitable convenience and _^fecurity — the in- 
fpedtors being properly qualified judges of the 
charafter of the goods brought, with authority to 
ftop and feize all that were of infeiior quality ; but 
this not without appeal to fix, five, or four perfons 
experienced in the particular trade. 

5. Payments^ Bonds, and Exchanges . — ^All tradef- 
men, alike French and foreigners, might agree in 
their contrads for payment of goods fold in the 
fair — to be paid in gold and filver current at the 
time of making the contraft, notwithftanding any 
ordinance concerning money to the contrary. Inte- 
reft for loans, and goods fold on credit at fairs, 
might not exceed fifteen per cent. The intereft 
might not be added to the principal in renewing 
bonds made at fairs. Nor might bonds made at » 
any other time run in the ftyle of thofe ufed at f^rs, 
as if made there. 

All letters, adbs, contradts, &c., relating to fairs, 
to be null unlejs under the authenticated Jeal of the 
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fairs. Nonti unlefs he had aifhial refidence in fairs 
might ufe the feal or other obligations, or enjoy the 
privileges thereof. 

The re-eftablilhment of thefe privileges — many 
of which were obvioufly made in the intereft of 
merchants attending to buy — had the effedl of re- 
ftoring the fairs of thefe provinces to their former 
greatnefs. Again multitudes of traders came from 
Germany, Italy^particularly from Florence), Lucca, 
‘Venice, and Genoa, with gold, filver, and filk ftuflfe, 
fpices and other goods of their country, or of the 
Levant, taking in exchange cloths, leather and 
other commodities, not only the produce of the pro- 
vinces, but brought from other parts of France. 

I fpeak of the fair of Troyes feparately hereafter, 
on account of one of its diftinguifhing features. 

Mr. Morley has pointed out that before the 
eftablilhment of free fairs in France, the rights of 
falutaticum^ pmtaticum, repatimniy and portulaticum, 
abforbed one half of a foreign merchant’s goods 
upon their firft arrival and debarkation. After- 
wards traders came exempt not only from imperial 
taxation, but from many of the ordinary rifks of 
travel. 

One great element of intereft in thefe fairs centres 
in the circumftance of the following correfpondence 
between the Wardens of the fair and the Lord 
Mayor of London concerning dealings m thefe 
fairs in the thirteenth century. They have been 
carefully preferved amongft the records of the City 
for fix centuries — and now for the firft time gain 
the glory of printer’s ink. They reveal a feature in 
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the comity of nations ; and prefent a proof of the 
*cofmopolitan interefts of commerce which can 
fcarcely be excelled. Hence 1 propofe to give them 
entire: 

I. Letter direSed to the Mayor ^ the Keepers of 
the Fairs of Champagne and Brie, dated September 
1299. 

To the venerable man, the .provident, wife and' 
difcreet Warden of London, or to fiis vicegerent, 
Peter de Fremeville, knight, and Robert de Cham- 
pagne {de keepers of the fairs of Cham- 

pagne and Brie for our moft illuftrious Lord the 
King of the French, increafe of all good with 
greeting and fincere aflfeftion. Whereas heretofore, 
by our letters patent fealed with the feal of the fairs 
of Champagne, we have entreated you to compel, 
or caufe to be compelled, the bmgefs Fauberti, a 
citizen of Florence and horfe-dealer {mrcatorem 
equorum), together with Guido Fauberd,Nutus (or 
Nuto) Fauberti, brothers of the faid burgefs. Mailer 
Gerald de Galaidn phyfician, [and] James fon of 
the faid Nutus, aflbciates of the faid burgefs, by the 
fale of their goods and the feizure of their belies, 
fending them back to us, to yield and pay to 
Pucheus de Pre {de Prato), formerly horfe-dealer 
in the faid fairs, Mardn de Burgo novo, brother of , 
John de Burgo now deceafed formerly horfe-dealer, 
and John de Burgo novo, nephew of the faid John 
decca^d and of Martin aforefaid, or to the bearer 
faid letters for them, one^ thoufand fix hun- 
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dred petits livres Tournois with fufficient damages 
and expenfb ; and to Tatisfy us concerning the faicT 
King’s amends for default of the furs. In which 
fum of money they are held efiedtually bounden, 
and every of them in the whole, for the body of the 
fairs of Bani {Bari) Juper Albam from the year of 
Our Lord 1292, as well by reafon and becaufe of 
certain pledges made and conunitted in and upon 
the body of the faid fairs, as by reafon and becaufe 
’of the reftitution of more fureties and more cofts 
and damages, which by default of the faid burgefs 
and his aflbciates before mentioned in and upon the 
body of the*fai(jl fairs they had and were faid to 
have incurred : as in certain open letters of defini- 
tive fentence fealed with the fed of the faid fairs is 
faid to be contained. Upon which things Tolnetus 
[elfewhere Nicholas] called Concefle, our fworn fer- 
vant in the faid fairs, by word of mouth related to 
us that he in the year of Our Lord 1293 prefented 
to you our aforefaid letters (as he fays), which 
deprecatory letters of ours direftcd to you if for- 
footh you received, yet you •willed not to demand 
due ex^ution of the fame, or to write back any 
anfwer to us, although at the end it was duly con- 
tained that what you fhould do therein, you would 
will and deign by your letters to write back, and 
although in prefence of many truftworthy perfons 
• you were lb requeued by our faid fervant; on the 
ground that war was begun and railed between the 
moll excellent princes, the King of France and 
King of England : as our faid fworn fervant on oath 
has related all thefe things to be true, whereat we 
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moft greatly marvel, if it is fo and we hold our- 
Telves not contemned, fince this is to the no mean 
damage and grievance of the faid creditors, and 
prejudice and contempt of the government of the 
Md fairs committed unto us, becaufe on account of 
the war aforefaid you were by no means bound to 
keep back our faid letters d^recatory demanding 
due execution. Wherefore as much as we can with 
diligence on behalf of our moft excehent lord, John 
by the grace of God, King of France ^and Navarre, 
l/>rd of Champagne and Brie, and on our part, by 
the tenor of thefe prefents, we move your provi- 
dence to be entreated, that you do baufe all the 
goods of the aforefaid burgefs Fauberti and his 
alTociates before named and of the faid company to 
be folemnly proclaimed for fale, and to be fold and 
divided without delay to the ufes and cuftoms of 
fairs, or fo much of them that out of the price of 
the fale the faid creditors (or, for them, the bearer 
of thefe prefents) as to the aforefaid fum of money 
with sufficient damages and expenfes, and we, as to 
the amends of our faid lord the King, be wholly 
fatisfied ; and that the body of the faid burgefs 
Fauberti together with the bodies of his aftbciates 
aforenamed — if they can be found in your Jurif- 
dicftion, and if the fale of goods does not fuffice for 
the premifes — you do fend back to us to the fairs 
in fure and faithful cuftody to pay among them the i 
charges of the creditors, and to clear themfelves 
before us in this matter as to the ufes and cuftoms 
beforefaid. If, however, you wilh to put forward 
any thing contrary to the report of our fafd fervant, 
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and believe your own interefls to be concerned, be 
prefent in perfon before us, or, for yourfelf, fend at* 
a fitting day which the bearer of thefe prefents lhall 
caufe to be named to you, to fay what lhall feem to 
you expedient. Otherwiie, we lhall then hold the 
faid report to be faft and firm, you doing thereupon, 
on account of the reverence and honour due to our 
aforefaid lord the King and the intervention of our 
prayers, becaufe we are bounden to you and yours 
‘ in all manner of favours deferved, fuch and fo much 
as you would*wifh us to do for you in the like or 
a greater cafe. What you fhall do herein, have a 
care to fignify to us by the bearer of thefe prefents 
in your letters ^patent together with the prefent 
letters demanding execution fent back, notwith- 
ftanding that they /hall not be prefented to you by 
the fervant of the fairs. Given in the year of Our 
Lord one thoufand two hundred and ninety-nine in 
the month of September. 

J. DE Sancto Nabore. 

2. Letter fent to the Keepers of the Fairs of Cham- 
pagne and Brie, dated March 19, 1299-1300, 

To the noble men and difcreet lords Peter de 
Fremeville knight and Robert de Champagne 
keepers of the fairs of Champagne and Brie for the 
lord the King of France, Elias RulTel, Mayor, and 
the Citizens of London, Greeting and continual in- 
creafe of fincere affedion. Whereas you lately 
wrote unto us that we Ihould compel the burgefs 
Fauberti ■&€. [named as before] as well by fale of 
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their gdods as by feizure of their bodies and alio 
fending them to you, to render to Pucheus de Pre 
formerly horfe-dealer, Martin de Burgo novo and 
other creditors in your letters comprifed, or to the 
bearer of your faid letters, i, 600 petit livres Tour- 
nois together with damages and es^enfes, and alfo 
the amends of the Lord the King' for dei&ult of 
fairs; in which fum of money the aforefaid dealers 
(mercatores), and every of them in,^the whole, are 
bound by their letters made in the fairs of Bari 
Jufer Album, by reaibn of divers coniraAs between 
them before had from the year of Our Lord 1292, 
as in your letters thereupon to us direfted more 
fully is contained: We willing, fo far as the laws 
andcuftoms of England permit, by mutual inter- 
change to comply with your prayers, have caufed 
to come before us, in the prefence of John de 
Flekers your fervant and bearer of the prefents, the 
aforefaid burgefs and Nutus, dealers, to anfwer to 
your faid fervant concerning the faid debt according 
to the fonn of your letters, which faid dealers af- 
felted that they are quit of all the aforefaid, becaufe 
of them all they fufHciently fatisiied the faid credi- 
tors, and therein proffered a letter of Gencian de 
Paris, baker {panetarii) of the King of France, and 
Robert de Champagne, keepers of the fairs of 
Champagne and Brie fealed with the feal of the fairs 
of Champagne, in which it is contuned that the 
frid burgefs, for himfelf, his brothers, and aflbciates, 
in the fairs of Bari fuper Albam in the year of Our 
Lord 1293, appeared in perfon before the faid 
keepers, and fpoke with the faid Pucheus and com- 
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pounded with him under fuch form that the faid 
Pucheus held himfelf as paid by the faid burgefs, 
his brothers and adbciates abovefaid, by reafon of 
the faid compofitionj as the faid Pucheus before the 
faid keepers acknowledged knd wholly alTented to 
the faid composition for himfelf and his aSlbciates. 
And becauie by the letters aforefaid it appeared that 
the faid burge6 and his aflbciates by the faid com- 
position are tojially quit of the debt aforefaid, we 
.could not by your mandate lawfully compel them 
to pay the Said money. Given at London on 
Saturday next before Mid-Lent in the year of Our 
Lord r 299. , 

3. Second letter [of the Keepers] of the Fairs of 
Champagne and Brie for the burgefs Fuberti to the 
Lord May or y dated May 1300. 

To the provident men, the venerable and honor- 
able Mayor and Citizens of London, or their vice- 
gerents, or one of them, Peter de Fremville, knight, 
and Robert de Champagne, keepers of the fairs of 
Champagne and Brie, continual increafe of Sincere 
aSfeAion with greeting. Whereas we, by our letters 
patent fealed with the feal of the faid fairs, have 
many times {pluries) prayed and requested you to 
compel and caufe to be compelled the burgefs Fou- 
berti, citizen of Florence and horfe-dealer by feizure 
* of his body and goods, and alSb by the fale of the 
goods of Guido Fouberti &c. [as before], to fatisfy 
Pucheus de Pre formerly in the faid fairs horfe- 
dealer, Martin &c. [as before], on and of the fum 
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(that is to fay) of 1060 [for i6oo] petits livres 
Tournois with moderate damages and cofts, in 
which fum of money the faid burgefe Fouberti to- 
gether with his aflbciates aforefaid is held bound to 
the beforenamed Pucheus, Martin and John, as 
debtor, concerning the body of the pad fairs of 
Barri Juper 4 lbam in the year of Our Lord 1 293, 
as well by realbn and becaufe of certain pledges 
made and committed in and upon (he body of the 
abovefaid fairs, as by reafon and becaufe of the refti- 
tution of more fureties and more colls and damages 
which by default of the laid burgefs and his alTo- 
ciates beforementioned in and upon the body of the 
faid fairs they had and were faid to have incurred, 
as in certain letters of definitive fentence fealed with 
the feal of the fairs of Champagne is faid to be con- 
tained: upon which, firft, you would make no an- 
fwer to us, or for our faid letters deprecatory demand 
any execution, as Nicholas called ConcelTe our 
fworn fervant, bearer of our faid letters (as he faid), 
reported' to us on oath by word of mouth; but 
upon the tenor of our fecond letters which you 
caufed to be detained with you — ^as John de Flichers 
our Iwom fervant, bearer of the fame (as he "fays) 
related to us with his own mouth — upon thefe 
things with certain clofed letters you wrote back, 
that you caufed to come before you in prefence of 
the faid John de Flichers the aforefaid burgefs and 
Nutus, dealers, according to the form of our letters 
to dnfwer to our faid fervant concerning the faid 
debt. Which faid dealers aflertetf they were quit 
of all the abovelaid, becaule of . all thele they , duly 
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fatisilied the fdd creditors &c. [recidng what was 
faid in the laft]. By the courle of ^efe prefents 
we thus hereupon notify to you that the faid fum 
of money has not yet been in any way fatisfied, as 
Dignus de Pre, fon and heir (as it is faid) of 
Pucheus deceafed, has given us to underftand, And 
afTuredly, moreover, as fbon as the faid butgefs on 
account of the things afore^d appeared before you, 
and alleged the things contained in your anfwer, 
'you ought to have taken into your hand his goods 
and thofe of His faid aflbciates, and to have fixed a 
certain and fit day for him before you, as in our 
letters above&idwas contained ; for the cognizance 
of what relates to fairs belongs to no judge, but to 
us only by reafon of the government of fairs com- 
mitted unto us. Wherefore, on the jxirt of our 
lord the King of France and on our own part, we 
again aflc your providences to caufe without delay 
fo much of the goods of the faid burgefs and his 
alTociates aforefaid to be taken, fold, and divided to 
the ufes and cuftoms of fairs that the aforefaid 
Dignus de Pre may be fully fatisficd of the whole 
fum of money aforefaid with damages and expenfes, 
and we, of the amends ; and the body of the faid 
burgefs, if the fale fhall not fufiice for the cofts of 
the faid complainant, left on account of your de- 
fault it behove us to inhibit the land and fairs of. 

^ Champagne and Brie to all your fubjeSs and their 
goods. What you fhall do herein, have a care to 
fignify to us in your letters patent by the bearer of 
thefe prefents, fending back the pr^ent letters to- 
gether with our other letters aforefaid detained with 
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you, as has been faid. Given in the year of Our 
Lord 1300 i^ the month of May. J. de Saudto 
Nabore. 

I have placed a pafla^ in itdics, as indicating the 
fad that ^e merchants of London attended thefe 
fairs. 

4. Letter from the Lord Mayor of London in anfwer 
direSed to the Keepers of the Fains of Champagne 
[and Brie] dated 20 ^ug. 1300. 

H % 

To the difcreet and honourable men, if it pleafe 
their moft dear friends, the lords Pe^pr de Frem- 
ville, knight, and Robert de Chanipagne, Wardens 
of the fairs of Champagne and Brie for the illuf- 
trious King of France, Elias Ruflel, Mayor of 
London, and the Citizens of the fame City, Greet- 
ing and continual increafe of fincere aifedion with 
health. Whereas heretofore you wrote to us that 
we fliould compel the burgefs Fuberti, Citizen of 
Florence, horfe-dealer &c. [naming the others as 
befwe], as well by fale of their goods as by the 
feizing of their bodies and fending them to you, to 
render to Pucheus de Pre, formerly horfe-dealer, 
Martin de Burgo novo, and other creditors in your 
faid letters comprifed, or to the bearer of the faid 
letters, 1600 petits livres Tournois together with 
damages and expenfes, and alfo amends of the Lord 
the King for default of the fairs; in which fum of* 
money the faid burgefs and his affociates, by their , 
letters made in your fairs beforefaid, are bound by 
reafons of divers contrads between them had be- 
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longing to the year of Our Lord 1293 ; as in your 
letters thereupon to us direded more fully is con- 
tained : We, as much as in us lies, and as the 
cuftoms and rights of the Realm of England permit 
us to do, willing to comply altogether with your 
prayers and requefts, have made to come before us, 
in the prefence of your fervant the bearer of the 
prefents, the faid burgefs and Nutus whom we 
found in our jurifdidion. Neverthelefs we fequef- 
•tered their goods in the prefence of your fervant 
putting upon’ them concerning the faid debt, as is 
contained in your letters aforefaid. And your 
letters being«heard and underftood, the faid traders 
{mercatores) aflerted'.that they are not bound of right 
to anfwer to your faid letters, becaufe in your letters 
fecondly to us direded (as you alTert) it was con- 
tained that the faid burgefs and his alTociates before 
you in your fairs in the year of Our Lord 1292 
bound themfelves, upon which obligation they prof- 
fered a certain letter of fatisfadion of the f^d debt, 
fealed with the feal of the fairs of Champagne and 
Brie. In which faid letter it was contained that the 
faid burgefs before you compounded with the faid 
Pucheus, to which compofition he the faid Pucheus 
affented ; and in thefe your letters now to us chreded 
it is contained that the faid burgefs and his allbciates 
in the year of Our Lord 1293 bound themfelves 
before you in your fairs: at which writing we 
marvel. Moreover, at the time in which your faid 
letters were direded unto us, our lord the illuftrious 
King of England was in his war of Scotland with 
whom at prefent we have not been able to confult. 
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ncrir are ihe &id bui^e& wd his ailbciates of the 
ojFdur City of oq which account, 

without the ^edd mandate of our Lord the King 
of England w6 dared not move a hand toward the 
fdzing of their bodies or fend the laid biugeis and 
others out of the Realm of England. Therefore 
we requeit and eameftly entreat your lordlhips that 
at prefent in this charge you will hold us excufed 
from the actions abovelaid, wd deign to write to 
our Lord the illuftrious King of England upon the' 
afbrefdd debts and requefls ; and thofe things which 
ihall be commanded us for the advantage of the 
faid creditors, and for your good pleafure, we will 
difpatch without delay, and to 'the utmoft of our 
power. Farewell in Him who is the falvation of 
all men. Given at London on Saturday next after 
the feaft of the AKimption of the Blelled Virgin 
Mary in the year of Our Lord 1300. 





• CHAPTER XX. 

o'THER fairs of FRANCE. 

.HAVE now to notice fbme of the 
otKer great fairs of France. And here 
it has to be remarked that while the 
later fovereigns — certainly down to 
Louis XV. — adopted the regulations already re- 
viewed, for their model in the government of fairs, 
yet that there were Ibme neceflary deviations, ac- 
cording as time, place, and other circumftances 
demanded. The chief of thefe deviations will be 
noted in the following fummary, wherein I review 
the provincial fairs iirft, and afterwards thofe in 
and around Paris. 

Poftlethway^ in his “ Diftionary of Trade,” 
from which ibme of the preceding and following 
details are drawn, remarks, not with entire clear- 
nefe : " Though it be not e^ntial to thefe meetings 
of traders to have comedians, rope-dancers, and 
the like, yet there are few confiderable ones without 
enough of them; and, perhaps, is what greatly con- 
tributes to the trade of them— the nobility and 
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country gentry greatly flocking to them, more for 
their diverfion than what they buy th^, which 
might be had, perhaps, better and cheaper at home. 
It is well known how the nobility of Languedoc 
flock to the fair of Beaucaire, and thofe of Nor- 
mandy to that of Guibray ; but it is nothing in com- 
panion to the aflembly of German princes and 
nobles at the three fairs of Leipzic, and the two of 
Frankfort-on-the-Main.” He wasc writing in the 
firft half of the laft century. Things are now much' 
changed. 

Beaucaire (in Languedoc). — An important town, 
whofe manufadures conlifl of filks, red wines, taf- 
fetas, olive oil, and pottery. But its trade is chiefly 
due to its great fair, held annually between ift and 
28 th July, the fite extending from the Rhone to 
the bafe of the Caftle Rock. This fair was efta- 
blilhed in 1217 by Raymond VI., Count of Tou- 
loufe, and was for many ages attended by merchants 
and manufafturers from all countries in Europe, 
and even from Perfia and Armenia. Arthur Young 
vilited it in 1788, and records (“ Travels in 
France”) that the bulinefs tranfaded at it reached 
10 million livres — ^^439,000. So late as 1833 it 
drew together 60,000 perfons, and the amount of 
its tranfadions were flated to be 150 millions of 
francs — '^^6,000,000 ! This would appear to be an , 
over-eftimate. 

I believe the fair now only lafts one week, namely 
from 22nd to 28th July incluflve. It is a rule that 
all bills mufl; be prefented on the 27th, and protefted 
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if neceflary on 28th — ^laft day of the fair. The 
trade in linen and cloth is very large. 

Besancont. — This ancient city, a great centre of 
warfare and of trade from the days of the Caefars, 
had once a fair of great celebrity. At a later period 
it was chiefly notable for carrying on the buflnefs 
of exchange. This buflnefs had been perfected at 
the fairs of Lyons, from whence it pafTed here. On 
the flrft day of the fair the merchants of a certain 
(landing annbunced the terms on which they were 
willing to exchange with diflerent countries, and on 
the fecond.day an authoritative declaration was 
made of the fair terms of exchange with any foreign 
country. For this purpofe, with the conilant fluc- 
tuations in all a< 5 lual coinage, it was neceflary to 
have a unit which fhould be common to all lands, 
and free from the poflibility of depreciation. Hence 
everything was reckoned by means of an imaginary 
unit— yca/w marcharunty or money of account : fo 
that the form which the buflnefs took was not that of 
buying bills, but of exchanging thefe fiditious coins, 
made realizable in one town, for quantities of aAual 
coinage of another country, according to the 
authoritatively declared rate, which took account 
of the difficulty of tranfport, and of various rifles. 
A feutus marcharum was worth in Genoa 67^^ Ibldi 
of the adual coinage of the place. The queftion to 
be fettled was what, at this time, fhall be paid in 
Piacenza for a feutus marcharum in Genoa ? This 
was the fair rate of exchange, and the announce- 
ment of it was intended to exclude the operations 
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of private fpeculators (in which it was not entirety 
fucceisful), and to fecure a divifion of the advantage 
among each of the parties tranfaAing bufinefs. Vide 
Cunningham’s '*£nglifli Induftry and Commerce/* 
1882, p. 278. 

Bordeaux. — This city has or had two fairs 
annually— «ne commencing on the i ft March, the 
other on the 1 5th Oftober ; they fach continued 
fifteen days. The OAober fair was generally the - 
more confiderable. ' 

The chief commodities difpofed of were wines and 
brandies, and it was no imufual fight to fee leveral 
hundreds of velTels beyond the ufual average 
number in the port, Ibme of thefe being of un- 
ufually large tonnage. 

The fiurs had the lame privileges with thofe of 
Champagne, Lyons, Paris, and Poidtou. The con- 
fular judges performed the office of confervators, 
with the fame jurifdidtion as thofe of Lyons. 

Caen (Normandy). — ^This free fair was once 
very famous.^ It begins the day after Low Sunday, 
and lafts fifteen days, of which the firft eight were 
defignated the “ great week,” the other portion the 
lelTer, becaule formerly the franchifes lafted only 
the firft eight; and becaule the concourfe of 
ftrangers was much greater during the early week 
of the fair. 

The merchants dealt in merchandile of all kind, 
but woollen manufa(ftiu*es were the great fpeciality. 
The ifhops in which the dealers expole their goods 
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here are delignated " Lodges.” . A confiderable 
number of horfes and of cattle were brought to 
it from the provinces of Normandy. This &ir 
was regarded as next in importance to that of 
Guibray. 

It leems that in 1433 there was an attempt to 
defpoil this fair, by an attack of 700 horfemen, of 
which I find the following brief record : — ** Where- 
upon they lent* the Lord Ambrofe de Lore with 
wii. c. horfemen, to robbe and fpoyle the poore 
people, comnfynge to the feier, on the daye of 
Saindt Michaell the Archangell, kepte in the 
Suberbes of the toune of Caen.” — Hen. VI. 
ann. ii. 

Dxiring the year feveral fmaller and ordinary 
fiurs are held for the fale of horfes^ cattle, butter, 
and poultry. 

Dieppe. — This is a free fair of comparatively 
modern date, faid to be the lafi: authorized in 
France, having been founded by letters patent in 
1696. It was firfi: opened on ifi; December that 
year. It continues for fifteen days. AH foreigners 
are at liberty freely to trade here, and goods de- 
clared to be for the fair are not liable to feizure 
while the fair lafts ; nor were they liable to infpec- 
tion by the wardens — a relaxation of pradice appa- 
rently not quite in the intereft of the buyers. 

Its franchifes and privileges are, that all goods 
brought into the port of Dieppe during the fair, and 
there Ibid or bartered, are exempt from one moiety 
of duties inwards and outwards. And merchan- 
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dife imported and not ibid during the fair may be 
carried out ^*60 of cuftoms. 

Guibray (Lower Normandy ). — A fair of very 
coniiderable importance, laiting from lOth to 25th 
Auguil, was held here. Arthur Young, of agricul- 
tural fame, defcribes in his ** Travels in France ” 
(i 788), a viiit to it on 22nd Auguft, and records as 
follows : " At this fair of Guibray> merchandife is 
fold, they fay, to the amount of iix millions 
(£260,^00) ... I found the quantity of Engliih 
goods confiderable, hard and queen’s ware; cloth 
and cottons. A doz. of common plain knives, 
3 livres ; and 4 livres for a French imitation, but 
much worfe.” It was a feature of this fair that the 
reiident gentry for long diftances around came here 
to make their purchafes. 

Lyons. — It has been iuppofed that the. ancient 
fairs of this city were founded on a fpecial privilege 
granted by the Roman conquerors. They are four 
in number — the firft is that of the Epiphany y which 
•always begins in January, the Monday after the 
twelfth day; the fecond is Rafter fair, beginning on 
St. Nifter^s day in April ; the third in Auguft, 
which begins on St. Dominick’s day in that month ; 
and the fourth is the fair of All Saints, beginning 
on St. Hubert’s day, in November. The fituation , 
of this city, at the confluence of the Sa6ne and 
the Rhdne, render it unrivalled for the facilities of 
water carriage through fome of the richeft parts of 
France. 
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Thefe fairs were of the higheft mercantile repute, 
and at a very early period bills of exchange were 
brought into requifition in the adjuftment of the 
accounts for merchandife purchafed there. It feems 
alfo that bills refulting from commercial dealings in 
many other parts of Europe were made payable at 
the Lyons fairs. 

Fixed days for payment followed each fair. The 
ceremonies attending thefe days were as follows : 
♦The chief magiftrate came to the lodge of the Ex- 
change, acconfpanied by his regiilrar and fix fyndics, 
viz., two French, two Italian, and two Swifs or 
Germans : and there, after a fhort difcourfe to the 
affiftants, recom‘mending probity in trade, and ob- 
fervance of the laws, cuftoms, and ufages of the 
place, the laws, cuftoms, and ufages were read in 
exten/o ; and the clerk drew up a procefs verbal of 
the opening of the “payment.” The next day they 
met at the City-hall, and by plurality of voices 
fettle the courfe of exchange for all cities with which 
Lyons had any commercial eorrefpondence. This cuf- 
tom prevailed for fome centuries ; and even when 
the ftrid regulations here defcribed were frequently 
departed from, the regulations were capable of being 
enforced on appeal. 

When bills were drawn to be paid at one of thefe 
appointed times at Lyons, which had not then 
begun, the drawer faid “ pay this my firft of Ex- 
change, &c., in the next Epiphany (or other) pay- 
ment ; ” but if the payment had already begun, the 
bill had to be drawn payable “ in this current or 
prefent payment of Epiphany” (or other term). 
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The billd fo drawn were to be accepted in the iirll 
fix days of the payment they were made payable in; 
and the perfon on whom they were drawn was not 
obliged to declare whether he would or not accept 
until the fixth day. But after that day the bearer 
might proteft them for non-acceptance, though he 
might detun them during the whole time of that 
payment,” to fee whether any one offered to dif- 
charge them. The proteft, howewer, was imme- 
diately forwarded to the remitters ; and if any oixr 
pud a bill in the time of the payment before the 
fixth day (or that being a feaft day, the day follow- 
mg) it was at his own rifle. , . 

The bearers of bills not fatisfied by the laft day 
of any “payment” were to proteft them on the third 
day after the payment fimfhed, otherwife they loft 
their right as agunft the drawers ; but if this were 
done in form, and in the time preferibed, the holder 
might afterwards refiife payment from any one that 
offered it, and take his reimburfement upon the 
drawer, alike for principal and charges. And the 
faid holders of bills were obliged to take their re- 
imburfement on the drawers or indorfers in a time 
limited, viz., for all bills drawn from any part of 
France, in two months; thofe which were from 
Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Holland, Flanders, and 
England, in three months ; and thofe which were 
drawn from Spain, Portugal, Poland, Sweden, and 
Denmark, in fix months, to be counted from the 
date of the proteft ; or in default thereof they loft 
their rights againft the drawers and indorfers. See 
Bejanfon. 
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The general reader muft pardon thefe details^ 
which are of commercial figmficance. It was cufto- 
mary at an early period to make the bills drawn 
from Amfterdam and elfewhere on the " payment” 
of Lyons, in golden crowns of the fun but when 
this fpecie became decried in France, the ufage of 
exchange came to be to draw for the payment of 
Lyons (as was pradifed in France generally), viz., 
in crowns of fiigty (bus, equal to the prefent Englifh 
^alf-crown. Thefe pradices may be compared with 
the ufages of *Nuremburg, Frankfort, and Leipzig 
fairs. 

, The franchifes of the fairs of Lyons in the early 
half of the laft* century had this fpecial feature : 
that aU goods intended for foreign countries, lent 
out of this city during the fifteen days of either fair, 
paid no cuftoms outwards, provided the bales and 
parcels were marked with the city arms, and had 
certificates of fi^chife properly made out. To 
enjoy this privilege the merchandife had to be fent 
out of the kingdom before the firfi: day of the 
following fair, unlefs fpecial permiflion for delay 
had been obtained. 

There is reafon to believe that a confiderable 
trade in books was tranfaded at thefe fairs during 
the fixteenth and feventeenth centuries. 

These fairs have a great hiftory, which cannot be 
followed up here, and there is the lefs need to 
make the attempt becaufe the inquiry is already in 
competent hands, thofe of Mr. Chancellor Chriftie, 
of Darley Houfe, Matlock. The authorities which 
may be confulted are the following : — 
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1. ** Ordonnances et privileges des Foires de 
Lyon, et leur antiquite avec celle de Brie et Cham- 
pagne et la confirmation d’ialles par fept roys de 
France.” Printed at Lyons in 1560, and fiibfe- 
quently. 

2. Cat. de la Bib. Lyonnrile a M. Cofta redige 
par Aime Vingtrifine.” (Lyon, Brun, 1853.) Pp. 
458-61. Nos. 10,353-10^4.15. 

3. A Memoir addrefled to Charles VIII. in 
1485, and prefented by M. Pericaud aine in hi» 
privately printed “ Notes et documehts pour fervir 
a I’hiftoire de Lyon, 1483-1 546 ” (Lyons, 1840). 

4. In the Proces de Bandidion de la Maifon 
Neuve Accufe d’herefia a Lyon 1*534,” printed by 
Fick, Geneva, in 1873. 

Montrichard (in Touraine). — This fair was 
famous for the great concourfe of traders to it from 
all .the provinces of the kingdom ; but particularly 
for the great trade in woollen ftuifs, amounting on 
an average to fome 12,000 pieces at each fair. 

Rheims.— This city had formerly four fairs ; it 
has now two only. May and October — the great 
fair on St. Remigius’ day. Thefe were all free fairs, 
two of the original fairs lading eight days, the 
others but three days. Their franchifes were 
mainly the fame as thofe of Champagne. A very 
large commerce was in early times tranfadied at 
thefe. 

Rouen. — This ancient trading city had two fairs; 
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the one tailed Candlemas fmr, banning on the 
3rd February, and the other called Pentecoft fur, 
opening the day after the feltival. They each con- 
tinued fifteen days^ and were much frequented by 
foreignen^ particularly the Dutch, Bridih (Englifh 
and Scotch)^ ttid thofe of other northern nations ; 
its advantageous pofition for trade, by reafon of 
facilities of water carri^, offering great induce- 
ments to the cojicourfe of foreign traders. 

, Goods fold and exchanged at thefe fairs, and 
carried out of»the city during the fifteen days, paid 
but half dues outwards. 

Toulon. — 'Hiis town — the Plymouth of France 
— has a fair, not defignated -‘free,’* which com- 
mences on 3rd November, and continues “ fifteen 
working days.” Its franchifes, granted in 1708, 
were that no goods while it lafts are fubjeft to any 
duties ; and all traders, alike French and foreigners, 
enjoy the franchifes and liberties granted to the fairs 
of Lyons, Brie, Champagne, Rouen, and other 
cities. Thefe underwent fome modifications in the 
following year, at the inftance of the farmers-gcneral 
of the revenues of France. 

Troyes. — This town (one of the cities in Cham- 
pagne) was noted in the middle ages for its great 
fairs, of which there were two — one being fixed to 
the Monday after the Second Sunday in Lent ; tlie 
other commencing on ill September. Philip of 
Valois granted the privileges of thefe fairs. 

A lafting record of the importance of the deal- 
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ings thereat is handed down to us in the form of 
“ Troy (Troyes) weight,” ufed in connexion with 
deahngs in the precious metals. It is fud that this 
fyftem of weights was brought from Cairo by the 
crufa'ders, and was firft and permanently adopted as 
the ftandard of weight in the dealings of the fairs 
of Troyes. Hence it may be inferred that the 
trading was largely m the precious metals, in fpices, 
and in drugs.' 

Goods fold at thefe fairs were exempted from al' 
cuftoms outwards, local dues excepted, under cer- 
tain reflridions. 

It is recorded efpecially of thefe fairs, that they 
had a ftaiF of notaries for the attention of bargains, 
courts of juftice, police officers, fergeants for the 
execution of the market judges’ decrees, and vifitors 
—the frud’hommes — whofe duty it was to examine 
the quaUty of goods expofed for fale, and to con- 
fifcate thofe found unfit for confumption. The 
confifcation required the confent of five or fix re- 
ptefentatives of the merchant community at the 
fair. 

Sifinondi, in his " Hiftory of the Italian Re- 
publics,” writing of the events of the thirteenth 
century, lays : 

The Tufcan and Lombard merchants however 
trafficked in the barbarous regions of the weft, to 
carry there the produce of their induftry. Attradted 
by the franchifes of the Fairs of Champagne and of 

^ James VJ. of Scotland adopted Troy-weight in i6i8; 
but curioufly the Troy-weight (Scots) coincided more nearly 
with Avoirdupois. 
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LyonSi they went thither, as well to barter their 
goods as to lend their capital at intereft to the 
nobles y habitually loaded with debt ; though at the 
rilk of finding themfelves fuddenly arrefted, their 
wealth confifcated by order of the King of France, 
and their lives too fometimes endangered by fanc- 
tioned robbers, under the pretext of reprefling ufury. 
Induftry, the employment of a fuperabundant capi- 
tal, the application of mechanifm and fcience to the 
j)rodudtion of wealth, lecured the Italians a fort of 
monopoly through Europe : they alone offered for 
fale what all the rich defired to buy ; and notwith- 
ftanding the various oppreflions of the barbarian 
kings, notwithftanding the Ioffes occafioned by their 
own oft-repeated revolutions, their wealth was 
rapidly renewed. 

InJpeSiors of Fairs. — In the courfe of the preced- 
ing notices of the chief fairs of France various 
references have been made to the infpedion of 
goods, as forming part of the regulations of fuch fairs. 
Thefe infpedtors were appointed by the ftate. It 
was their bufinefs to attend at all fairs where there 
was any confiderable trade in woollen and other 
textile fabrics ; to infped and mark them ; and if 
deficient or not conformable' to the authorized re- 
gulations, to feize them. Such examination it is 
obvious required to be made with great circumfpec- 
tion and referve, and at hours fuited to the conve- 
nience alike of buyers and fellers. The infpeftors 
were ufually accompanied, in the performance of 
their duties, by the judge of the police of manufac- 



274 Fairs ^France. 

turcs, mnd the WBrclens and jurats of trades in the 

S^e free fitin had tlieir own judges and parti- 
cular jurifdiAibn. * 

An examination of M. Bottin’s View of the 
Fmrs of Franie ” goes to Ihow that they took place 
moftly on the frontiers of the kingdom, or on the 
marches of ancient provinces ; or at the foot of 
high mountains, or at the beginning or end of the 
lhov7 feafbn, which for months fhuts up the inhabi-, 
tants in their valleys ; or in the neighbourhood of 
the famous cathedrals or churches frequented by 
flocks of pilgrims; or in the middle of, rich pafture 
tracks. But there are fome marked exceptions to 
thefe rules. 

The eftablifhment and abolition of fairs— with 
the exception of cattle markets and the markets of 
the metropolis — ^are now generally left to the dif* 
cretion of the departmental prefects. 





CHAPTER XXI. ■ 

THE FAIRS OF PARIS. 


HE City of Paris had fairs in great 
. variety, fome of which I now pro- 
ceed to notice. 

St. Denis or Lendit Fair . — One of 
the earlieft, perhaps the firft, was the mercantile 
fair of St. Denis, chartered early in the fevenrii 
century by Dagobert in honour of the Lord and 
to the glorf of St. Denys at his feffival.” This fair, 
by reafon of the privileges granted, became known 
under the name of the forum idiSum — ^whence 
tindiEt^ and its corruption to landit and lendit. To 
it came the iron and lead of the Saxons, the Haves 
of the northern nations, the jewellery and perfumes 
of the Jews, the oil, wine and fat of Provence and 
Spain, the hqney and madder of Neuftria and Brit- 
tany, the merchandife of Egypt and the Eaft. 

The fair, which lafted ten ^ys from the loth of 
Odober, was opened by a proceffion of monks from 
the Abbey of St. D)enis ; and in later times it was 
ufual for the Parliament of Paris to allow itfelf a 
holiday, called Landi, in order that its members 
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might take part in the great marriage-feaft of com- 
merce and rdigion : juft as the Englifh Parliament 
ufually finds relaxation in hprfe-flefh and mammon 
on the ‘‘ Derby day ” at Epfom ! 

Englifh merchants frequented this fair in the 
ninth century, vide Cunningham’s “ Englifh Induf- 
try and Commerce,” 1882, p. 82. 

But St. Denis had another fair, at one time 
famous, to which tradition has accorded the follow- 
ing origin. The Paris Cathedral received fron^ 
Conftantinople, in 1109, Ibme fragments of the 
crofs, regarded as authentic. The populace could 
not find room in the church where tl^ey were de- 
pofited in any one day ; hence the bifhop carried 
them in great pomp to the plain of St. Denis, where 
there was room enough for the vaft concourfe of 
worfhippers who afTembled to contemplate and 
adore. This ceremony and proceffion were renewed 
at ftated periods. The fchools of the cloifter of 
Notre Dame had early taken part in the proceflions; 
and finally the Undents of the Univerfity of Paris 
claimed it as a patron feftival, which it certainly 
was not. 

In procefs of time a mart or fair became efta- 
blifhed on the recurrence of this Church feftival. 
The ground was regarded as confecrated for the 
purpofe. On each lath of June (the day after the 
feftival of St. Barnabas) the proceffion took place. 
It was at a later period called the “ Feaft of the 
Parchment.” 

Early in the morning of the day of proceffion, the 
ftudents, attired in their beft, afTembled on horfeback 
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at the top of Mount St. Genevieve, to accompany 
the Reftor of the TJniverfity, who, atrayed in his 
fcarlet cloak, and wearing his doctor’s cap, pro- 
ceeded on a mule or hackney, accompanied by 
the deans, pfodors and myrmidons, to the plain of 
St. Denis, where the market for the fale of parch- 
ment was already opened. The redor upon 
reaching the fair caufed to be put alide as much 
parchment as would be required by the Univerfity 
»for the coming year, and received from the fellers 
a donation equivalent to {,100 of the prefent day. 
This I aflume was the toll paid for the right of 
holding the. fair. 

After this the ftudents alighted from their horfes, 
and infread of forming part of the proceflion back 
to Paris,* amufed therafelves at the fair. This in- 
variably led to riot and diforder, and not a year 
paffed without blood being fpilt. Thus from the 
fifteenth and fixteenth centuries the decrees of par- 
liament againft the carrying of arms or flicks, which 
were continually being renewed and always negleded, 
teftify to the gravity of the evil, and to the difficulties 
of putting an end to it. 

At laft, in 1566, the fair was transferred from 
the plain to the town of St. Denis, and at about the 
fame period paper began to fuperfede parchment 
even for public documents. The reftor, therefore, 
ceafed getting a fupply of parchment at the fair, 
and the ftudents having no further pretext for at- 
tending, it fpeedily fell into difufe. By the begin- 
ning of the ieventeenth century the only veftige of 
it left was the general holiday which the reftor 
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grattted to the fttidentt of the Uhiverfity the 
firft Monday after the feaft of St. Bamlibra^ vicdr 
Ledrbik's ** Science tuid Oteiutare in the Middle 
Ages/* pp. 34^6. 

St. Germain.— This was held in a large per- 

manent building fpedally provided^ condituting 
ibmething like twin market halls, elegantly con- 
ftruAed of timber, long regarded as models of 

conftrudtion. The two halls embraced nine ftreets^ 
in line interfering each other and ‘divided into 
twenty-fotir fedions or dfleS ; the fhops having 
little rooms or ftore-houfes over them,cand behind 
forae of them were open fpaces, with wells — re- 
garded as of importance in cafe of fire, although 
not proving of much avail when the event occurred. 
The ftreets were diftinguifhed by the names of the 
different trades conduAed in them — as Goldfmiths’ 
Street, Mercers’ Street, &c. 

The fair was opened the day after Candlemas 
Day. It was greatly frequented by traders from 
Amiens, Beaumont, Rheims, Orleans, and Nugent, 
with '«^ous forts of cloth and textile fabrics. The 
goldfmiths, jewellers, and toymen of Paris made a 
fine difplay of their wares. 

There were brought to this fair, one year with 
another, fome 1,400 bales of cloth and other woollen 
ftuf!^ of which the in^dor of manufadures at the 
Cuftom-houfe, Paris, was required to keep a parti- 
cular regifter. Two ihfpedors of the feir were 
required to be prefent at the opening of the bales of 
goods. There was alfb a further infpedion made 
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bytheMafters and Wardens of theGuilds of Drapery 
and Mereery. 

1 find a graphic acrount of this ^ in Ufter’s 
"Travels in France,” 1698, which I here tran- 
Icribe ; 

We were in Paris at the time of the fitir of St. 
Germain. It lafts fix weeks at leafi ; the place 
where it is kept, well belpeaks its antiquity ; for it is 
a very pit or hole, in the middle of Ae Faubourg, 
»and belongs to the great abbey of that name. You 
deicend into it on all fides, and in fome places above 
twelve fteps; fi> that the city is railed above it fix 
or eight foot. 

The building is a very barn, or fi*ame of wood, 
tiled over; confiftmg of many long allies, crolfing 
one another, the floor of the allies unpaved, and of 
earth, and as uneven as may be: which makes it 
very uneafy to walk in, were it not the vaft croud 
of people which keep you up. But all thisbefpeaks 
its antiquity, and the rudenefs of the firft ages of 
Paris, which is a foil to its politenefs in all things 
elfe now. 

The ftir confifts of moft toy-lhops, and Bartho- 
lomew-fair ware ; alfo fiance and pictures, joiner’s 
work, linen and woollen manufaAures ; many of 
the great ribband fhops remove out of the Palais 
hither ; no books ; many (hops of confectioners, 
where the ladies are commodioufly treated. 

The great rendezvous is at night, aflier the play 
and opera are done; and raffling for all things 
vendible is the great diverfion; no Ihop wanting 
two or three raffling boards. Monfieur, the 
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Dauphin, and other princes of the blood come at 
leaft once in the fair<time to grace it. Here are 
alio cofFee-fhops, where that and all forts of ftrong 
liquors .... are fold. 

Knavery here is in perfedion as vdth us; as dexte- 
rous cut-purfes and pick-pockets. A pick-pocket 
came into the fair at night, extremely well-clad, 
with four lacqueys with good liveries attending 
him : he was caught in the fadb, and mote fwords 
were drawn in his defence than ag»nft him ; but- 
yet he was taken, and delivered into*the hands of 
juftice, which is here fudden and no jell. 

I was furprized at the impudence of a booth, 
which put out the pictures of fome Indian beafts, 
with hard names ; and of four that were painted, I 
found but two, and thofe very ordinary ones, viz, a 
leopard, and a racoun. I alked the fellow, why he 
deceived the people, and whether he did not fear 
cudgelling in the end : he anfwered with a lingular 
confidence, that it was the painter’s fault ; that he 
had given the racoun to paint to two mailers, but 
both had millaken the beaft; but however (he 
laid) though the pidlures were not well deligned, 
they did neverthelefs ferve to grace the booth and 
bring him cullom. 

St. Laurence (or St. Laurent ). — So called from 
its lituation near St. Laurence’s Church. It is fo 
ancient that no date can be even approximately 
fixed for its origin. Its chief traders were gold- 
finiths and mercers, piAure-painters, lempftrelTes, 
lemonade-lellers, toymen, earthenware people, ginger- 
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bread bakers, &c. &c. To it came people from 
Amiens, Beauvais, Rheims, and other places of 
Picardy and Cbamp^e, with light fabrics, both 
plidn and ftriped, and camlets of all forts. 

The fair feems originally tQ have lafted but one 
day; but the period gradually became extended to 
two months, commencing the day after St. James’s 
day and ending at Michaelmas. It was proclaimed 
by found of triimpet. 

^ Thefe two rivd fairs had this peculiarity: they 
■w.ye always open as bazaars. They were not fairs 
in the ufual fenfe of the term for more than three 
months in .the year. The St. Germain fair was 
held in the winter, and the St. Laurent in the early 
part of the fummer. The former never recovered 
its popularity after the fire which deftroyed the 
wooden conftrudtions ufed during the fair (1763), 
though by the ereAion of new galleries, more 
elegant than the old ones, there was added to the 
at^adbions of a fair a dancing-faloon, the Winter 
Wauxhall, which was well attended for a time. 

The St. Laurent fair was held in the upper part 
of the faubourg of that name, was larger and more 
elaborately decorated than the St. Germain fair, but 
it had no Wauxhall, and the only amufements for 
the frequenters of its Chinefe Redoubt were fwings 
and other foreign games. 

The St. Ovide Fair . — This was eftablifhed in 
Auguft, 1764, and was held in the very centre of 
Paris, upon the Place Vendome, then bounded on 
one fide by the church and convent of the Capu- 
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dues. It was held there £ot &me years, and then 
transferred to the Place Louis XV., where it (hd 
not laft long, although it had originally hem made 
falluonable as the Gingerhredd Fair. It was at this 
lair that Nicolet, previous to eftablifliing his theatre 
des grands danfeurs du Roi^ diiplayed the wonderful 
ftrength and agility which gave rife to the proverb 
‘*de plus fort on plus forty comm chez l^colet,” 
— ^Lacroix, “ The Eighteenth Century p. 356. 

Onion Fair of Notre Dam, — This*fair is held^ 4 n 
September, commencing with the feaft of Notre 
Dame, and continuing till the end of .the month. 
It is held on the Ifle of Notre Dame, along the 
Qud Bourbon. A prodigious quantity of black 
and red onions are brought into the city at this 
period, the citizens laying in a flock for the whole 
year. 

Pork or Bacon Fair.—TYAs “ fair for gammons ” 
is held on the Tuefday in Paflion Week in the ftreet 
of Notre Dam^ lafling but the one day only. 
There is fold at it immenfe quantities of hams, 
flitches of bacon, and other fdted pork. Many 
amufing articles have been written concerning it. 


Horse and Cattle Fairs. 

' 

The horfe and cattle fairs of France were and 
are very numerous. I fhall give but a brief out- 
line of the chief or more remarkable. Thofe of 
Chinerailles (a great town of Auvergne) are chiefly 
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&nous for their fat cattle, brought for the moft 
part to. Paris. The foir| ^ hidd the laft Tuefday 
in every month. The foirsr of and Caen 

are amongft the chief for horles. That of Fonte- 
nay, in Poiftou, for the horles bred in that province. 
It is held 24th June^ and is one of the moft noted 
in France. The fsur at Niort, on ift December, 
is chiefly for foals. . At Nogmt-jur-Seine^ is a 
conflderable hprfe fair, the iith Auguft. There 
are thr^ annual cattle fairs at Braifm^-Comte, near 
S^jflbns, viz. bn 6th May, 14th September, and 14th 
December. The greater part of the fales are for 
Paris. The,foirs of Nangis and Crecy in Brie, on 4th 
July and a9th September relpedtively, are very con- 
flderable, and from theft the graziers and butchers 
in the Ifle of France are fupplied. Mmtely is a fur 
chiefly for cows, great numbers of which are brought 
by the farmers and peafants about Paris and all the 
Ifle of France. It is held 9th September. There 
are alfo ftveral furs for pigs held in the villages 
around Paris,' and innumerable other cattle and 
horft fairs of lefler note, not calling for any parti- 
cular mention. 
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CHAPTER XXII. . 

THE SMALLER RUSSIAN FAIRS. 

HE modern growth of Ruffia is greater 
than that of any other European coun- 
try. Its fairs have done much to facili- 
tate that growth. It feems as if its 
people were palling through thofe ftages of com- 
mercial building up which the other nationalities 
have long left in the dim villa of the pall. The 
greatell fair held in Europe at the prefent time is 
that of Nijw Novgorod; yet that is not greater, re- 
latively, than was Sturbridge in England, or thole 
of Lyons, or of Bari (Italy), or of Bruges, in 
Flanders. There are feveral other large fairs, of 
which I lhall allb give the bell details available. 
They are chiefly in Ibuthern Rullia. The fair of 
Riga is an exception. The fair of Kiakhta is in 
Aliatic Rullia, as are alfo thofe of Irbit and 
Yekaterinburg. I lhall firft notice the finaller fairs, 
and finally that of Nijni. 

Berdicheff (in the government of Volhynia, 
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ibu^em Ruilia).— This town has long been famous 
for its fairs. King Staniflaus Auguftus permitted 
the holcUng of ten in the year. Five either now 
are or recently were held, viz, in January, March, 
June, Auguft,and November. Thofe of June and 
Auguft are the moft confiderable. Thefe fairs have 
given rife to the commercial importance of the 
town. The chief trade of the fairs is in grain, wine, 
honey, wax, leather, and horfes and cattle ; while 
cotton and lillc goods, glafs-ware, hardware, fait, 
,",<h, and beetroot fugar are becoming of increafing 
ir^ortance. The value of the goods fold is efti- 
mated at /8oo,ooo ; the Jews are the chief pur- 
chafers. At the principal horfe fair there is fome- 
times a Ihow of 40,000 horfes. The nobles of 
the country with their families attend the fairs, and 
remain encamped in the neighbourhood of die 
town during the three weeks they laft. At the 
January fair, 1883, a circus was burned, and about 
three hundred lives were loft. 

Elizavetgrad (fouthern Rullia). — This town, 
formerly deiignated “ Fortrels of St Elizabeth,” 
with its Great Perfpecftive,” and boulevard of 
white acacias, has four annual fairs, the moft im- 
portant of which is that of St. George, held on 
ajrd April (old ftyle). The value of the goods 
brought into the fair in 1 863 was over ^300,000. 
The chief commodities of the diftriA are tallow and 
grain. The goods brought into it are thofe manu- 
faftured at OdefTa, Wilna, and Berdicheff*. There 
is alfo a daily market held here, with tranfaftions 
of confiderable magnitude, efpecially after harveft. 



286 Fairs of Ruffla. 

JiTOMiR (or Zytomien), chkf town in the pn> 
innce of Volhjmia, weftern has two annual 

^nrs— one in July, the other in Auguft. Apart from 
the trade at thefe, which is conliderabl^ the ordi- 
nary commerce of the town is imall. There are 
three markets weekly. 

Karkoff. — This town, iituate in the adnuniftra- 
tive province of the fame name in ftfuthem Ruffia, 
is a place of very conhderable impor^ce. It h^ 
four fairs, the ^^Kreftchenlkaya” or Epiphany fatf, 
opened 6th January, being one of the mod; impor- 
tant in the empire. In 1863 goods, to the amppnt 
of from two and a half to three millions fterling in 
value were brought to that fair, the textile fabrics 
alone reprelenting a value of about one million,, 
fterling. Cattle and wool conftitute the local pro- 
duce. The wool fales take place exclufively at the 
Trinity fair in June. Bazaars and markets are alfo 
held on Sundays, Wednefdays and Fridays. Thefe 
are particularly aftive immediately before Chriftmas 
andEafter. This is one of the mod: pleafant dif- 
triAs of Ruflia. The vine and the mulberry, with 
other fhiits, thrive here. , 

Kasan (Kazan). — This, while an independent 
ftate, had a condderable fur, one of the greateft in 
Europe ; but John l^>|rerrible prevented Ruffian 
merchants from att^ding it. In 1552 Kafan was 
conquered by this lame Ivan, and annexed to Ruffia. 
See Makariev and Nijni Nwgotod, 
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KoRENif AYAjfbudiem Ruffia;»tiYenty>ieven verfts 
from KuHk. — Two very large fairs are held, viz. 
on the ninth Friday after lifter, and on the 8th 
Sept, in each year. The cathedral witlun the 
frmous monaftery of Bogoroditfky-Znamenlky (Ap- 
parition of the Virgin) contains a holy image held 
in great veneration — ^that of the apparition of frid 
Holy Viigin, after whom the monaftery is named. 
Immenfe crowcU follow the proceffion of the holy 
image every year, at a period coincident with the 
fair. The monaftery was founded in 1597. 

Ki^j#i%HUK.-«-An important town in fbuthern 
Ruilia Oh the Dnieper, in which fairs are held at 
end of January for fourteen days, on 24th June for 
eleven days, and on ift September (all old 'ftyle) 
for ten days. The bufinels tranfafted is not large, 
particularly having regard to the favourable htuation. 
In 1 862 the fales of thefe fairs amounted 10^85,000, 
and the value of the goods brought to about 
^110,000. 

Kursk. — A. town in fbuthern Ruffia, on the 
river Tulkor. Two fairs are held here— one in 
April, the other in the tenth week after Eafler. 
There are allb two weekly markets — Mondays and 
Fridays. See alfb Korennaya. 

Makariev. — The monks of the monaftery of St. 
Macarius (after which the town fr||M to be named) 
by virtue of their charter eftablif^^a fair here in 
1641, after which annually in the m<mfh of July for a 
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{pace of three weeks the few wretched huts, built on 
a &ndy deler^ were replaced by thoufands of (hops 
eredted with a promptitude peculiar to the Ruffians. 
Taverns, cofiee-houfes, a theatre, ball rooms, a crowd 
of wooden buildings painted and adorned with tafte, 
iprung up. People from many nations thronged 
here in great multitudes: Ruffians from all the 
provinces of the empire, Tartars, Tchuvaches, Te- 
heremifTes, Calmuks, Bucharians, Georgians, Arme- 
nians, Perfians and Hindus ; and in addition Poles, 
Germans, French, and Engliffi. Notwithfranding^ 
confulion of coftumes and languages, the moft per- 
fedt order prevailed : all were there for the purpofes 
of commerce. The riches which t were gathered 
there within the fpace of two leagues were faid to 
be incalculable. The filks of Lyons and Afia, the 
furs of Siberia, the pearls of the Eaft^ the wines of 
France and Greece, the merchandife of China and 
Perlia. Thefe were brought in contrail with the 
moft ordinary articles of everyday life, in true 
Eaftern falhion. This fair was in truth one of the 
developments of Nijni Novgorod^ which fee. 

Or£l. — ^An important town in fouth-weftem 
Ruffia founded by John the Terrible, about 1565, 
for the defence of the Grand Duchy of Mofcow 
againft the Tartars. The town has a large trade in 
tallow and hemp, alfo in linfeed oil, wheat, cattle, 
timber and fait. This comm^ce has two outlets— 
the one by land j^e other by water down the Oka, 
to Kaluga, Se^|phkhof, Kolomna, Murom, Nijni- 
Novgorod, Rybinlk, and St. Pcterlburg. There 
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are three fairs annually — between 6th and 20th 
January, during .the fifth and fixth weeks aftef 
Eafter, and from 8th to 31ft (O.S.) The' 
firfl: is the leaft confiderablc of thefe. The market 
or bazaar days are Fridays and Sundays. After 
harveft as many as 10,000 carts enter the town 
daily, kden with wheat and other produce'. 

Poltava, fouthern Ruffia, on the river Vorlkla, 
long famous ^r the leeches found in its pools and 
lAorafies, andiwhich are largely and widely exported. 
THfc importance, of the trade of the town is chiefiy 
due to its fair (Ilyinlkaya) Jheld on loth July, and 
lafting a month. The average value of the goods 
carried to this great commercial gathering is efti- 
mated at about three and a half millions fterling. 
The number of carts engaged in bringing the pro- 
duce from Mofeow, Odefla, Kharkoff, Kurlk and 
Voronej is upwards of 20,000. Ruffian manufac- 
tures are much fold, but wool is the great ftaple of 
trade. Horfes, catde, and fheep are likewife bought 
and fold in great numbers. There are two other 
fairs — one on the feaft of the Afeenfion. 

Riga (the capital of Livonia, Baltic Provinces) 
had feveral centuries fince, two confiderable fairs, 
one held in May, the other in September, very 
much frequented by Engliffi, French, Dutch, and 
other merchants. At the period of thefe fairs the 
town wore a very , commercial afpeft, and the port 
was thronged with (hips. The local cuftoms were 
peculiar, and gave rife to difficulties. The townf- 
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t>nodi;|^ in thc' feloaiott of wan^0ufc8,’«id 
iii'dte. &le of cOihmddi^e^ and a ixfultthe y^flUs 
of unduly detun^iif^ 

of produce Uiiade in ad^^ce of 
nides. Hence it wm recorded in the niiddle of the 
laft century that thele fairs were on the decline. 

Rostof, bn the river, Don, near its mouth in the 
fea of Azof (Lake Nero), and famous for its nianu- 
fa<fbures of white lead, vermilion, and other mineral 
and chemical iubftances ; alfo for its linen manufac- 
ture. L^ge fairs are held twice a,yew* when very 
confiderable numbers of catde and hoiiey : change 
ownerlhip. , . 

VoROMEj, On the Voro'nej river, neajr its con- 
fluence with the Don ; one of the moft flourilhing 
towns in ibuthem Ruifia. Its trade is in grain, 
linfeed, tallow. Four fairs are held annually,, the 
larger being thole of 9th May and 29th Auguft 
(O.S.). Markets are held three times a week. 
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CHAPTER XXIII, 

* NIJNi-KOVOOROO.‘ ' 

HIS may now be pronounced the great 
mercantile fair of the world, ^ It pro- 
bably bears a greater refemblance (but 
oil a larger fcale) to that of Sturbridge 
in its beft days^ than any other of paft or prefent 
times. It is almoft the laft rwa,ining type (in 
Europe) of the mediaeval form of commerce. The 
origin and early hiftory of this fair are fomewhat' 
obfcure. Authentic records atteft that mercan- 
tile gatherings were held at Nyni fo early as 1366 ; 
and. tradition points tO a foil earlier origin. Before 
Kafan was conquered by Ivap the Terrible in 1 552, 
Ruffian merchauts were prohibited from attending 
fairs in that province. A conhderable fair then held 
was the precurfor of the prefent' 

The Ruffians held a fair at another place on the 
"Volga. 10,1641' the monks of the mohafteiy, of 
St. Macarius, by ^rtue of their charter, founded a 

^ The name fighifies Lower New Teton, to diftiiiguilh it 
from Novgorod' the Great on the Volkhbf,.. North-Weftern 
Ruffia. ’ _ , 
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fair at feventy-one miles .b^ow Nijnu 

Of , this feir .1 have alr^jf ^ven .fome accounti 
“ The monks of.the monaftery (fays Michell) very 
cleverly niade Nijni a place of religibus as well as 
commercial refbrt, and levied taxes bn the trade 
which they foftered.” Up to 1751 the tolls had 
ftill been colleifled byrfiefe monks; but in that year 
the fair became the property of the State. .In '1824 
it definitely fixed at Nijni-Novgorod. It was pro- 
bably removed here temporarily in 1816, when the 
town of Makariev, was deftroyed by fire. 

The fituation of the town oppdfite the confluence 
of the Volga (having a courfe of 2,320 miles) and 
Oka (with 900 miles of navigation) rivers, is pre- 
eminently fuitable for the purpofe of commerce^ of 
which thefe rivers indeed, prior to the introdurtion 
of railways, conftituted the great arteries. The town 
of Lower Novgorod was founded as early as 1222, 
and was in 1237 occupied by the Tartars. When it 
was taken from them, they declared perpetual war- 
fare againft it, and facked it more than once. By 
means of the two large rivers named — ^which extend, 
with their contributory, ftreams and canal communi- 
cation with the Baltic, over a confiderable portion 
of northern, eafterh and Ibuthern Rufiia — an eafy 
communication is maintiuned with the richefi: agri- 
culture and manufadturing provinces. The Kamma, 
a tributary of the Volga, dfo affords water commu- 
nication with the remote provinces of Urd and parts 
of Siberia. The produdions of China are carried 
during the month of September over the - Baikal 
Lake, and in fpring reach the Volga along with the 
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3iberi&n caravans. The prpduftions of Aftrakhan, 
Perfia and Bokhara afcend that river, while thofe of 
Peteribiu-g, Germany, England, and France defcend 
it : fo that the merchandife of the eaft and the weft 
meet as in a common centre here. And thb line 
of commerce dates back into far diftant ages, pro- 
moted and (hared in by thofe trading monks who 
took fo leading a part in founding the great Han- 
featic League* 

' It is an interefting hiftorical fadt that the firft 
viq/Tel of war ever built in Ruftia was launched at 
Nijni by a company of merchants from Holftein, 
who obtained permiffion in the ftventeenth century 
to open a trade with Perfia arid India by way of the 
Cafpian fea. The veffel was called the Friedrich. 
The travels of Olearius were in connexion with this 
undertaking, of which there is a great hiftory, to be 
recounted on fome other occafion. 

The town has many fine modern buildings. In 
the ordinary way, the beft view to be had of it and 
the furrounding country is from the " Otkos ” or 
terrace built by order of the Emperor Nicholas.* It 
is faid to be one of the beft views in Europe. As 
far as the eye can reach extends the vaft alluvial 
plain, rich with culture, and occafionally dotted with 
forefts ; whilft the Volga, flowing down from Tver, 

* This terrace is locally known as Mouravieff’s Folly, in 
confequence of a tower built by him, upon which he deligned 
to place a facfimile of the famous Stralburg clock, but on fo 
gigantic a fcale that the hours and minutes, the moon’s phafes, 
and planets, cycles, Src., Ihould be diftinflly viftble from every 
locality of the town and fair ! 
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Ibofcai ^ Ixrbiid Wiae ribbon ibietched ov«r the 
countiy Item 6i» <6^^ the' horizon to the 
other. Much of the pUfc- below is inuudated m 
fpring bjr ' riie ' ovethowuf^ of the rivriry leaving a 
fertile depodtvrhich coniiderably 'enha^cea the value 
of the land. Theihirionary the town, 

does hot exceed or 40,000^ but during the 

fair the inhabitant^ Iwelf up to cdnliderably over 
200,600 ; and this quite irrefpe£tive^>f pro^gio'us 
numbers of caliial vifitora The ancient Kremlin, 
with its low arched gates, whitewalhed towers, apd 
crenellated walls, is one Of the dghts of the place; 
The thick ^een foliage of the gardens and the ^y 
telidences of the inhabitants all blehd into a very 
piaureCjuewhoiei- 

Site of the Fait. '--‘^t iaaSt next take a glance at 
the fite of the fair, which is outfide the town, and 
can hardly be feen from the gates. Turn then 
horn the Volga, or Afiatic dii^ion, and there, 
acrois the Oka (here about a quarter of a mile 
broad), is a low, almOft inundated flat, of triangular 
fliapej between the two rivers. This was regarded 
' as the mofl; convenient flte. Great difliculties were 
prefented by the fwampy nature of the foil. Deep 
fewei^ Vaulted civer were conftruSed through the 
morafs:; thefe being cohneded by canals with the 
rivers. The buildings for the bazaars were railed 
on pilesv and the Whole boggy furflice of the plain 
was 'coveted to the depth of Ibme feet with gravel 
and clean land. Through this the ordinary furface 
water and the inundated flow percolates, and leaves 
clean paflages or roads; In die midft of the plain 
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is/dte great ba2aar>--aa iminenfe market* 

plate— divided iiy- lanes or p^jllage^i interTedin^ at 
' right anglte intoJS^-fQur;.i(}ttar<^ of ware- 

hoiiib, or bloclu of : Qone^b buildings, two 
ftoreys rlugb, vddi proje^ing verandahs, lb as to 
fhelter goods and paflengers from the iliii or run ; 
containing, brides Ibme public offices in. the centre, 
2^522 krge Aores for mercbandife, to of which 

is a Imall chapiber for the merchant. 

The conneAing ftreets are fome thirty or forty 
y^ds wide;* and the centre avenue is yet much 
wider, and planted with trees. Thefe ftreets much 
refemble diqfe of Cairo, Smyrna, and other oriental 
towna In the centre of that block of permanent 
buildings is located the official refidence .of the 
governor during the fur, as alfoall the bufinefs offices 
for the adminiftration. It was in this official refidence 
that the Duke of Edinburgh' flayed during his vifit 
to the fair a few years fince. It is equivalent to the 
royal pavilion of fbme of the early Englifh fairs. 
The principal avenues of the frir are conneded with 
fome ten miles of wharves or river frontage; and 
during the fair bridges are ereded fo as to give 
ealy accefs from the town to the fair. The coft of 
preparing the fite and the prinripal buildings was 
forty millions of roubles-—;^ i Aerling. The 

fair, however, has long outgrown thq original 
limits, and miles of temporary ftrudures fpring into 
exiftence for the occafion. It extends oyer fome 
foven or eight fquare miles! . 

Uriloading.-r-As the period of the fair approaches, 
the ordinary defolation of the location pafles rapidly 
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away. The riyers, bufy indeed at all times whm 
navigation is poffibley novr become almoft blocked 
by traffic. A perfeft forcft of mafts is wfible. All 
diftinft trace of the ordinary bridge of boats feems 
loft. The 400 Of 5.00 fteamets, built mmnly in 
England and Belgium, which in the ordinary way 
ait tracjing on the 1,600 miles from this to the 
Cafpian fea, all fccm concentrated here. They dart 
about like ftraws on tfaefe mighty rivgrs. But more 
ftrikihg'looking are the quaint mediaevablookihg 
barges, coming as they do from the *moft diftant 
parts of the empire, piloted through canals and 
rivers in order to find their appointed place here. 
Thefe are all being rapidly difcharged of their car- 
goes by an army of ragged Tartar labourers. Here 
will be found merchandife from every quarter of the 
globe ; merchandife which, has in Ibme ■ cafes been 
feveral years on its way hither; merchandife which 
comes from localities fo remote as not to be brought 
into voluntary afibciation with this fair. Centuries 
ago, we are told by the hiftorian of Genoa, the 
Genoefe merchants built larger Ihips than were re- 
quired for their regular trading operations, Ihips 
calculated to withftand the terrors of the Bay of 
Bifcay, and the ftorms of the German Ocean, in 
order to make voyages to the Hanfratic towns, to 
Wilburg and Gotland, as alfo to the coaft of Rufiia 
in order to participate in this great fair (Bent’s 
“ Genoa,” 188 p. 107). 

The Fair.— And now we arrive at the fair itfelf. 
Round the public offices in the’ centre are ranged 
the European wares> the French millinery, and 
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Englilh broadcloth. Next follow the Anneniansj a 
numerous and diftinguifhed dais: in every commer- 
cial, allemblage throughout the £^. ' thefe 

the Bokharians uWlly range themfelve^ and they 
are eafUy diftinguifliable from other Afiadcs by their 
fquat corpulent figures and dark complexions. 
Nearly a whole fide of the bazaar is occupied by the 
Chihefe market, in wMch the fhops are all Idd' out 
in Chinefe fafl^ion. Tea is the chief article of the 
Chinefe trade; aqd on this portion of the fair I fhall 
fpeak later. * Beyond the ftone buildings of the 
bazaar commence the rows of wooden booths in 
which tha motley Siberian and Tartar tribes efta- 
blifh themfel/es with their furs dnd peltry; the 
moft remarkable. to a European eye, though not the 
leaft common of their wares, being the dark moufe- 
cqloured hide of the wild horfe, with black mane 
and ftreak along the back, much prized by the 
Bafhkirs and other tribes for its warmth as well as 
beauty. 

The wine trade has never conftituted a great 
feature of the fair, although wine fkins from .the 
Caucafus may be feen; and many of the brands of 
fouthern Rullia may be found on application.- 

Moft of the ftreets of the fair have elegant light 
arcades on each fide, fupported in front by caft-iron 
coluihns, where purchafers can walk about,. well 
fheltered in all k'mds of weather. The tialls are 
generally very handfbme^ and in-fbme inftances ex- 
tend from ftreet to ftreet, fo as to leave two fronts. 
They prefent nothing of the confufion of an ordi- 
nary fair; the goods of every kind are as neatly 
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tttDged;>af fia? a fediitate 

1>ufihd9:^re isai%arate.q^atter•^et apart^^^^^ each 
(h^Rnredt and ^ impoitaet ' of ’ gpOds^ Qhe 
quarter ^ntama^gro^e^ pf whkihvthe vahie told 
is vqiT; gt^ K ^ and caviar are 

exiled ; in 'Moft'^li^ant' Yari^ of which great 
quan^ties ju« sioid^ amounting; to ahwt '^60,000 in 
value. : l my hm^ idnarl^^^ t^ the annual value 
of theiturgeon alonis taken in the ypjga is eftiniated 
at two -and: half milliotW; of roubles t -and atwve 
30,000 barrels.of cadar have been dilpatched from 
Aftrakhan in a ^gle year^, A third quartor con- 
tains leather articles of vevety kind,- which may be 
bought exceedingly dieapt bi^ts and Ihoes are dif- 
pofed of in vei^ laii^ -quantities. Morocco leather 
is alfb Ibid wholefale to a very large amount. A 
great deal of it comes from Aftrakhan, where, as in 
other parts of European Rulfia, goats are kept for 
the ufe of ' thdr M^s to make this leather, more 
than for their milk or flelh. The pleafant foap of 
Kafan is fold in large quantities.. One is glad to 
find that it is In fuch demand. 

The iron, and iron^ware ftored in the mile of 
Ihops where nothing but this; metal is fold, has been 
brought at immenfr expenfe from Sibma; yet much 
of it in its pn^nal. crude ftate probably came frpm 
Tula, not a great diftance from wl^cre it is ndw, in 
its highly finiihed form, expofed for fale. Weapons 
and glittering arms of all Ipnds occupy conffficuous 
I^ces in the hardware /fipres. There is, ^ a fet- 
off, a very confiderable fupply of holy images and 
priejUy vefiments ! 
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The cloth range is Ivge andfvrell O^e 

quarter contains ready-snade 4^cs' tiif> all defcrip* 
d(ms. The cloaks klijce ^ are 

made ik>ni moft dugiil^ patterns. Some 

of the figured works from Afi% are really h^utiful. 
The value of the woollem goods (Rulfihn and 
foreign) ibid annually is (eldom lefs than thme/ mil- 
lions of rouble^^37 5,000. The quarter for fancy 
aidcles — ^glov^, handkerchiefs, ribbons, fitc.,— is 
always crowded with purchafers, attraded by the 
gr^es of the'^ir occupants from Rue St. Honore. 
The divlfion for cotton goods is fully ftbcked. The 
mills of England ire largely drawn Upon for thde; 
but they are not in the hands of Ehgliftimen at this 
fair. The value of cotton goods fold here averages 
about twenty-two million roubles— 5^2,750,000 1 , A 
grand difplay is made by the filks and lhawls, chiefly 
of oriental manufadure, and hence in very brilliant 
colours. The manufadured filks difpofed of here 
yearly are eftimated at ten and half millions of 
roubles, or ,3 1 2,000; while of raw filk there is fold 
over 300,000 lbs. The furniture ihops conftitute a 
great feature of the fair ; and one can but be fur- 
prifed to fee coftly carved tables, chsdrs, fofas, and 
ftill more large and valuable mirrors from France 
and St. Peterlbufg. Glafs and cryftal artidesi, mainly 
from Bohemia, confiitute a very attradive difplay, 
while the jewellery alike of Europe and of Alia is 
always a iburce of confiderable attradion, and the 
means of creating a large expenditure of calh. The 
precious ftones from j^khara and other parts of 
Central Alia are placed in the molt tempting pro- 
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mii^ence atu} .|vofufion. But beware of talifmans and 
turqupifes that appear to Be cheap ; they will pro- 
bably Be fpund equally cheap and much morefatisfac- 
tory nearer home. Tlie malachite and lapis-lazpli 
ornaments ^d pther ftones from Siberia are fome- 
times good inveftments; but fome expert know- 
ledge is required; Curious belts of iilver may be 
purchafed, but not without long batgaining. The 
hall-mark is reprefented by the number 84. There 
is a ftall for the fale,of ornaments in ^oldand Iilver, 
fet with Siberian and Perfian ftones. Beware! ^ut 
it is impollible to recount in any detail all that may 
be purchafed or feen. * 

The Tea ^iMrter.—Ont of the 'moft ‘lingular 
fights of the fair is the tea quarter, which occupies 
the greater portion of an immenfe divilion Handing 
by itfelf, and, diftinguilhable by its Chinefe archi- 
tedture. The Chinefe fuperintend this bulinefs them- 
felves, or rather formerly did fo. Along the wharves 
enormous pyramids of chefts of tea are heaped 
upon the ground, covered only with matting made 
from the . inner bark of the birch tree. Thefe 
. chefts of tea, called ** tlibiki,” are fo packed as to 
be impervious to rain or damp. Outlide the ordi- 
nary wooden cheft is a covering of wickerwork of 
cane or bamboo, round which, at Kiakhta, raw bull- 
hides are tightly ftretched, with the hair inwards. 
Thefe chefts arrive at Nijni from China, having 
been received in barter, at Kiakhta or Maimatchin, 
on the Chinefe border of Kuftia. The Ruflians, 
who are great tea drinkers, are accuftomed to the 
lugher qualities of tea grown in North China ; but 
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thefe are now quite as eafUy obtained From Canton 
as from Kiakhta (which fee), and it is ,iaid (contrary 
to former belief) that the fea ca^ge has no dete- 
riorating effedt whatever. Here may be feen fome 
kinds of tea which fcarcely ever enter into the 
EngUfli trade, viz. yellow and brick, the former of 
a delicious fragrance and very pale, but injiiriouato 
the nerves if taken very frequently; it is handed 
round after dinner, in .lieu of coffee, in Ruffia. 
The brick tea *is confumed by the Kalmucks and 
Kirghizes of the Steppe. The beft yellow tea fells 
for*about 35J. per pound. The tea trade of the 
fair has fhown a tendency to decreafe. 

Outjkirts of the Fair.— To the cafual vifitor the 
outfkirts of the fair are almoft more interefling than 
its centre, for obfervation and ftudy. The conftant 
fucceflion of carts in long firings; the crowds of 
labourers ; the knots of earnefl-looking traders with 
long beards; the itinerant vendors of liquid re- 
frefhments and white rabbit-fkins ; the greafy 
flovenly monk colledling kopecks of thofe who fear 
to withhold their charity left their tranfadlions be 
influenced by the Evil One ; the frequent beggars, 
pleading for the moft part that they have been 
burned out, and fhowing the moft dreadful-looking 
fores as evidence of their veracity"; all thefe go to 
make up the great affemblage, the unique tout en- 
Jemble of the great fair of Nijni-Novgorod as it has 
been, and is to-day. How long will it remain ? 

Adminiftratim of Fair.—^Tht adminiftration of 
the fair is carried on under the fuper\afion of the 
Governor of the Province ; the arrangement of all 
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commet«ial matters' and adjuftment of diffioilties 
being tp> il iommiteee ’of gtiittlemen called 

the' Fiur from iunong the 

afieihbled merehanta;< This conunittee cbniifts of a 
prdident, three aldermen, ^d three committee- 
men, belidcs thte manj^er of the feir-office and the 
mayor (rf the town of Nljni. The:man^;ement of 
all Goyehiment property is in the hant^ of this 
committee. The Getting of (hops and ftorehoides 
and the eredion of bridges and all tebsporary works 
comes alto within their province. The conditions 
on which the /hops and ftores built by Govemnfent 
are ^t to merchants and dealers are exceedingly 
liberal, and this rent is the fble profit made by Go- 
vernment on the tranfa^o'ns of the l^aif. No im- 
pofts of any kind are levied in the fhape of licences 
Or duties. Shops are let to the firft applicant, the . 
fble refervation being that the occupier of the 
previous year has a prior claim. In order to pro- 
mote competition^ each row of buildings is devoted 
to a certain kinddf merchandife, thus obliging the 
merchants to endeavour to underfell one another. 
To prevent monopolies or over-fpeculation, no mer- 
chant is allowed to hire more than three confecutive 
ihops, nor is he allowed to occupy more than one 
fhop uhlefs they adjoin each other. The number 
of ihops let in 1874 was 6,086, and their total rent 
amounted to fomethittg over j(;28,000. 

The fair lafts fix weeks— the really bufy period 
being /rom the i8th tO; ayth Auguft, when the 
ht^t is reached. Some fificeen days beyond are 
allowed for the fettlement of accounts. The ufance 
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of the fiOT is twelve nionthy> c^jt, !>< frojin one 
great fair tp the Allowing ; .|tu| ionietimes, in dull 
times, and under fpecial dircmi^nc^r as^^^^^ as 
two ,ye^ credit is given. . T|fe was particiiiarly 
the cale in 1849. . . y. ' - ^ 

Trade of the iTtf/nr^The annual, trade of the’ fdr 
has been the fubjeift of yanous epnjedures; but I 
believe tiie Qovemment of the Province has caufed 
careful e^mates to be made from tune to time... In 
i%7 the trade of the fair was ef^ated at ^^12,000 
per annum— evidently far too low. In 1790 it 
was ftated to be ^4,500,000 ! . • 

The following , are the details of the principal 
branches of the fair in 1 849, which were underftood 
to be lefs thah the tranfadions c^he preceding year; 
money being fcarce, and th^ ^^ a Aagnation in 
the grain trade. , The total eftimate of the Ruffian 
produce offered for fa^jwas ;^7>9i6jOi6, of which 
there were fold raw produce £1,917,940 ; provifions 
£858,684; home manuffidures £3,98 i;7i 6— total 
£6,758,340, leaving £1,1 57,675 ut^ld. The value 
of the foreign goods and produce was eftimat^ at 
£2,430,191; of thefe Aiiatic artides Ibid to the 
extent of £1,329,131; European raw materials 
£493,955, and manufadured goods £204,888— 
leaving £402,217 utdbld. So that the total mer- 
chandife at the fair was eftimated' at the value pf 
lof millions fterling, of which abpiit nine millions 
were fold. 

In Murray’s, ** Handbook of Ruffia,” written by 
Mr. Michell, the then well~known Bntilh Conful, 
and publifhed in 1868, it is ftated that the i^gr^ate 
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fale and purch&fes i^t the fwr reprefented about fix- 
teen millions fterling; which dealings were con- 
duced, by from 150,000 to 200,000 traders from 
the various countries of Europe and Afia. 

Mr. Doria, lecretary of the Britilh EmbiafiTy at 
St.Peterifburg, reported that the trade of the far had 
increafed from about fix millions, fterling in 1 847 to 
over £ 20,000,000 in 1 874 (165 millions of roubles), 
when upwards of 6,060 (hop$ were let. The iron 
fold in various forms amounted to 5^557,8oQpouds 
of 36 lbs. — ^the value being ^^2,193,812. Tea of 
the value of about 1,200,000 was fold. 

At the fair of 1 879 the iron trade figured largely, 
and the following fa<^ were obtained regarding the 
fupplies. The Ruffian ironmafters ferit 15,130,498 
pouds (i poud = 36 lbs.) of wrought iron, fteel, 
and metal work, of the value of 7,528,350 roubles. 
A confiderable amount was alfo imported into the 
iron ports of the Volga, viz. atLai'chev, 1,337,541 
pouds; Kafan, 16,474 ; Simbirik, 22,066 ; Saratov, 
92,361; Roftov, on the Don, 67,762. Call iron 
was not in great force, there being only 530,488 
pouds, of the value of 412,475 roubles. One of the 
largefi contributions was lent from the works of 
Count Strogonof, being 6,725,588 pouds. 

Revenue of the Fair . — The fairconfiitutes a Iburce 
of State revenue. When in 1751 the fair firft be- 
came the property of the State, its tolls or revenues 
were farmed at about £1$^ per annum. In the 
reign of the Emperor Paul (end of laft century) 
the farmer of . the tolls engaged to build a new 
bazaar, and to pay ;£4,500 a year into' the ex- 
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chequer. In 1824 a new governor’s houfe, bazaar, 
and fhops were eredled, already delcribed, and an 
annual fum of j^8,ooo, part of the rental of thefe, 
was appropriated to pay the coft of thefe buildings. 
The rental, as we have feen, is now approximating 
to IZOfioo. 

A “ charity dormitory ” was fitted up by Count 
IgnatiefF, with accommodation for feme 250 houfe- 
lefe vagrants ; ^but if all of this clafe who are pre- 
fent were to apply for admifiion, probably accom- 
modation for” 20,000 would be needed ! 

'I*‘he mode of eftimating the number of perfbns 
attending the fair is peculiarly ingenious. The 
bakers are required to make daily returns of the 
quantity of bread they fell, and in this manner an 
approximation Is arrived at Of thofe prefent at 
the fair, only about one in a hundred are female. 

It may be remarked that there is an excellent 
reftaurant under the governor’s houfe in the fair. 
Some of the refrelhment booths in the fair prefent 
a remarkable fight, and, we may fairly add, fmell ! 
The “ Armenian kitchen ” is one of the fights. 
Excellent horfe-flelh may be had at the Tartar 
reftaurants ! 

The pallport lyftem has been abolilhed as to 
perlbns attending the fair, the governor finding it 
impoffible to examine, or indeed even to open the 
40,000 documents per day that were formerly fent 
in. Befides, identification is out of the queftion ; 
and the pickpocket fraternity ufe to purchafe, or 
more appropriately fteal, the authorization they re- 
quired under the old fyftem. 
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Sanitary Arrangements . — The fanitary arrange- 
ments of the fair conftitute by no means an unim- 
portant feature. To a fometimes tropical heat 
there is the ufual accompaniment of clouds of 
finely pulverifed duft. The Eafterns afiembled 
are not proverbial for habits of perfonal cleanlinefs. 
There is indeed an aroma unmiftakable. The 
fewers are flulhed feveral times a day by means of 
water drawn from Lake Meftcherflcj, giving a fall 
of fix yards into the river Oka. Round the central 
bazaar is a fmall canal, provided in cafe of outbreak 
of fire, and found valuable on many occafions. 
Smoking is prohibited within the limits, of the fair 
under a fine of twenty-five roubles.^ The fair is 
guarded by a fpecial fervice of CofTacks and police. 

Amongft the amufements are a theatre with a 
very good ballet, for which latter Ruflia is famous. 

There is a belief that the glory of the fair is de- 
parting. Wallace, in his Ruflia,” 1877 (ii. 196- 
7), fays : — “ I went to the great fair — and was dif- 
appointed. All the defcriptions of it which I have 
read are much too highly coloured. ‘ The motley 
crowds of Orientals, reprefenting every country 
in the Eaft,’ is not vifible to the naked eye of a 
profaic obferver. A few Georgians, Perfians, and 
Bokhariots may be feen fitting at their booths or 
ftrolling about; but they are neither very pidu- 
refque nor very interefting in any way. There is a 
*Chinele Row’ where tea is fold, and where the 
roofs of the booths Ihow traces of the influence of 
pagoda architedure ; but I find there no children 
of the Ccleftial Empire. As to the various kinds 
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of merchandifci they may all be feen to much better 
advantage in the fhops and bazaars of Mofcow. 
Altogether, I Ihould advife the traveller not to go 
very far out of his way to vifit this great annual 
gathering, which is commonly fpoken of by Rullians 
— efpecially by thofe of them who have never feen 
it — as if it were one of the feven wonders of the 
world.” This is in conformity with the general 
depreciatory ftyle of the entire work. 

I ought not to omit mention of a little privately- 
printed book, “ The Great Fair of Nijni Novo- 
gorod, and How we got there.” By William 
Forfythj^QjZ. (1865.) He too was difappointed 
with the fair. 

Two Jmdller Fairs . — Beyond the great fair which 
I have nowdefcribed as fully as Ipace would permit, 
there are two other fairs at Nijni, which, however, 
are little vifited by foreigners. The one held in 
January on the ice, at the mouth of the Oka, is* 
devoted to the felling of wooden wares, fuch as 
boxes and toys. Great numbers of people come to 
this fair from the neighboring villages. In January, 
1864, the ice on which the booths and inns were 
conftrudled gave way, and a conliderable number 
of men, women, children, and horfes miferably 
periftied by drowning. Since then this winter fair 
can hardly be faid to have revived. 

The other fair held on 6th July (N. S.) is for the 
fale of horfes. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 


FAIRS OF ASIATIC RUSSIA] 


RBIT, in the government of Perm, in 
Afiafic Ruffia. — The town ,is fmall, 
with a population of little more than 
1 ,000. It is enclofed with palifades, 
and contains two churches and a market-place fur- 
rounded with (hops. Here in paft times a noted 
fair was held annually, attended by Rudian mer- 
' chants on their way to Kiakhta. In more recent 
times it has been fuperfeded by the fairs of 
Yekaterinburg and Nijni. 

Kiakhta (Ibmetimes deflgnated Maimatchin, 
the depot for commerce). — This town is fituated 
in Afiatic Ruffia, in the government of Irkutlk, on 
the Chinefe frontier. The fair appears to have 
been eftablilhed by treaty between China and 
Ruffia towards the latter part of the fixteenth 
century. The mode of bufinefs is after the faffiion 
of thofe early barter marts, which fairs originally 
were. The reafon for this ftate of things here is 
that the Ruffians are prohibited from exporting 
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their coin, and there is no rate of exchange or other 
facilities for bills of exchange between the two 
countries. The Ruffian commodities are tranf- 
ported by land from St. Peterfburg and Mofcow to 
Tobolflc. From thence the merchants and mer- 
chandife may embark upon the Irtilh down to its 
junftion with the Oby ; they can then work up the 
laft-named river as far as Narym, where they enter 
the Ket, which they afcend to Makofiskoi-Ofteog. 
At that place the merchandife is conveyed about 
ninety verfts on land to the Yenifie. It is then 
neceflary to afcend that river, the Tungulka, and 
Angara to Irkutlk, crofs the Baikal Lake, and go up 
the river Selenga almoft to Kiakhta. On account 
of the labour of working up fo many rapid rivers, 
and of the inceflant tranlhipments — which can 
hardly be accomplifhed in one fummer — many 
prefer to go overland altogether. They make as 
a general rendezvous the town of Irbit, where a 
confiderable fair was formerly held. From thence 
the progrefs is in fledges during the winter to 
Kiakhta, which is ufually reached in February — 
the feafon in which the chief commerce is carried 
on with the Chinefe. The Ruffian merchants pur- 
chale on their way all the furs they can find in the 
fmall towns, where they are brought from the ad- 
jacent countries. When they return in the fpring 
with the Chinefe goods, chiefly tea, occupying great 
bulk, the water route is preferred. Formerly the 
woollen cloths of Pruffia were conveyed to this 
fair in large quantities — to the value of Ibme 
^1,500,000 — by the Ruffian merchants. The 
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manufadories of Poland and Ruflta now furnifh 
the cloth taken to China. 

The mode of procedure in the dealings is this : 
The Chinefe merchant comes and examines the 
goods he requires in the warehoufe of the Ruffian 
trader. When the price is fettled, the goods are 
fealed in the prefence of the Chinefe. Both parties 
then repair to the Mai-ma-tfhin, where the Ruffian 
chooles his commodities, and leaves Ijehind him a 
perfon of confidence, who remains in the warehoufe 
until the Ruffian goods are delivered. About 
8,000,000 lbs. of tea, of which two-thirds are of 
fuperkjr quality, were formerly taken into Ruffia as 
the proceeds of this barter. There is a^fmall duty 
levied on the produce of each country. The trade 
has fallen off lince fea-borne tea became prevalent. 
Much of this now goes to Odefla through the Suez 
Canal. 

Yekaterinburg (or Ekaterinburg or Jekaterin- 
burg), in the government of Perm in Afiatic Ruffia, 
forming the capital of the mining dillrids of the 
Ural. It is a modern place, and a conftderable fair 
has fprung up, fuperfeding that foi;tnerly held at 
Irbit. 
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CCOUNTS, 

fetding of, at 
fairs, 9. 

^Aftors at Stur- 
bridgc fair, 
laS, 144. 
Aix-la-Chapcllc, early fair of, 7. 
Alarm bells at fairs, 6. 

Ale at fairs, price fixed, 81, 8z. 

tefted, 82. 

Alfred the Great, did he intro- 
duce fairs ? 19, 

Amphyilionic fairs, 3, 
Anglo-Saxon fairs, 13. 

Antwerp, influence of fairs, 10. 
“ Ara,” the fignal of the money- 
changers, 9. 

Armour from Milan fold at 
Sturbridge fair,' 163. 

Afia, early fairs in, 19. 

AfTize of bread, wine, and beer, 

63 - 

Bacon fair of Paris, 282. 

Bailey, Mr., manager of com- 
pany of comedians, 150. 
Bailiffs at Sturbridge fair, 78. 
Bakers at fairs, 80, 81, 84, 155. 
Barnwell Abbey, hiftoryof, 148. 


Barnwell (Cambridge) fair, 13, 

59. 69, 75- . 

Bartliolome w fair, origin of, 1 64. 

charter, 167. 

new charter, 173, 175. 

right of holding chal- 
lenged, 173. 

review of during four cen- 
turies, 1 81. 

difputation of fcholars in, 

182. 

deferibed by a foreigner, 

188. 

proclaimed by City of 

London, 190. 

unauthorized proclama- 
tion of, 205. 

proclamation difeontinued, 

242. 

under the Commonwealth, 

201, 204. 

deferibed (1641J, 199. 

vifited by a Frenchman, 

215. 

furveyed by Hone, 236. 

threatened, 210,213,217, 

229,232,240., 

duration limited, 221, 

223, 227, 229, 233. 
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Bartholomew Fair, cafh taken 
by (hows, &c., 239. 

fupprclfion of, 223. 

■ the end, 240. 

new, 241. 

Beaucaire (France), fair of, 262. 
Bells for giving alarm at fairs, 6. 
Beer, fale of, at Sturbridge fair, 
* 55 - 

BcrdicheiF (RulTia), fair of, 
285. 

Bcfan9on, fair ofi 263. 

Bible references to fairs, 5. 

Bills of exchange at fairs, 267. 
Blackilone on fairs and markets, 

15 - 

Book fale at Sturbridge fair, 
126. 

Book flails at Bartholomew fair, 
239 - 

Books at the fairs of Lyons, 
269. 

Booths in Barnwell fair, 60. 
bequells of, 66, 67, 68, 

79 - 

Booths in Sturbridge fair, 102, 
103, 112, 118, 132, 141. 
Bordeaux, fair of, 264. 

Borough laws of Scotland, 27. 
BraifnC‘lc-Comte (France), fair 
of, 283. 

Bread, aflize of, 191. 

Bridewell boys at Bartholomew 
fair, 231. 

Brie (France), fairs of, 8, 245. 
Briflol, fair at, 35, 66. 

Bruges (Flanders), fair of, 8. 
Butchers to fell good meat, 84. 

Caen (Normandy), fair of, 
264. 

Calendar, alteration of, 47, 230. 
Cambridge, fairs of, 35, 55. 
Cambridge town, conflid with 
univcrfity, 56, 104. 


Cambridge univcrfity, rights in 
Sturbridge fair, 70, 74. 

Carter’s account of Sturbridge 
fair, 144. 

Cafh receipts of (hows, &c., at 
Bartholomew fair, 239. 

Cattle fair at Smithfield, 210, 
224. 

Champagne, fair of, 8. 

Champagne and Brie, fairs of, 

245- 

Chapel at Sturbridge fair, 77. 

Charity dornytory at Nijni fair, 

305- 

! Charters of faits, 14. 

Chcefefair at Sturbridge, ij^o, 

China, produdlions of, atRufiian 
fairs, 292, 297, joo, 308. 

Chriftening at Sturbridge fair, 

HS- 

Church fefiivals and fairs, 2, 1 3. 

Churchyard fairs aboliihcd, 25. 

Chriftic, Mr. Chancellor, 269. 

Citizens of London attending 
fairs, 60, 66, 68, 100. 

Citizens of London free of fairs, 
20. 

City of London, grant to, of 
Smithfield, 198. 

Clark, Jofeph, the “ Pollurer,” 
215. 

Clerk of the fair, 24. 

Cloth at fairs, 278, 299. 

Cloth trade in Bartholomew 
fair, 186, 210. 

Cloth, right of fearch, 98. 

Clothiers at Sturbridge fair, 136. 

Coinage, 46. 

College gowns, material bought 
at fairs, 87. 

Cologne, merchants of, might 
attend Englilli fairs, 23. 

Commerce at fairs, 163. 

Commonwealth and Bartholo- 
mew fair, 201. 
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Company of merchants from 
Holftein, 293. 

Cotton goods at Ruffian fairs, 
299. 

Courtray (France), fair of, 8. 

Courts for adjufting differences. 
See Piepowder, courts of. 

Courts of pedlars, 27. 

Coventry, fair at, 35. 

Crecy, fair of, 283. 

Crying the fair, 32. 

Dagonizing of Bartholomew fair, 
206. 

Danifli flaves foU, 10. 

Da}^ Charles, his booth at Stur> 
bridge fair, 147. 

Defoe’s defeription •of Stiir- 
bridge fair, 1 33. 

Dice and hazard tables at Bar- 
tholomew fair, 225. 

Dieppe, fair of, 265. 

Difputation of fcholarsin Smith- 
held, 182. 

Difputes, adjuftment of, 9. 

Difputes between City of Lon- 
don and Prior of St. Bartho- 
lomew, 169. 

Diflblution of monaftcries, 180. 

Dower, right of, in fair booths, 
119- 

Draining the Fens, 122. 

Drama, the, at Bartholomew 
fair, 195. 

Drapers* Company, 1 94. 

Duddery in Sturbridge fair, 77, 
135, 137- 

Duration of fairs, 32. 

Elegy on “ Bartlemy’* fair, 234. 

Elizavctgrad (Rullia), fair of, 
285. 

Ely, fair at, 35. 

Embroidery, fearch for, 64. 

England, early fairs in, 19. 
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England, laws relating to fairs, 
12. 

Engliffi merchants attending 
fairs, 37. 

at French fairs, 272, 276. 

Efeheator, duties of, as to fairs, 

Europe, early fairs in, 19. 
Evelyn vilits Bartholomew fair, 
201. 

Exchanges at fairs, 248. 
Executions at Smithhcld, 17 1. 

Fair committee, 302. 

Fair, fignification of the term, 2. 
Fairs, origin of, 1. 

by prefeription, 15, 16, 

17, 29. 

Fair on Mount Calvary, 3. 
Fairs, duration of, 33. 

fourccs of revenue to reli- 
gious houfes, 2. 

courts for adjufting diffe- 
rences at, 6, 26. 

prohibited during plague. 

Sec Plague. 

rcftridVmg dealings in, 41, 

fcal of, 248. 

fpccific legillation for, 28. 

Feaft days, fairs on, 34. 
Fcllowlhip of Mercers, 37. 
Fielding kept a booth at Bar- 
tholomew fair, 225. 

Fire, alann of, at Sturbridge fair, 
149 

at Bartholomew fair, 225, 

234- 

“ Firm peace,** a privilege of 
fairs, 168, 

Filh at fairs to be good, 83. 
forcftalling of, 73, 76, 

111 . 

Flanders, fairs of, 8. 

Flemifli weavers at Sturbridge 
fair, 1 6 1. 
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Flood at Sturbridge fair, 1 562, 
100. 

Foreign merchants in England, 
21-24, 61. 

Foreigners at Bartholomew fair, 
168. 

Foreftalling, 50, 7a, 73, 85. 

Forfyth (W.), his work quoted, 
307- 

Four early fairs in England, 19. 

France, early fairs in, 8. 

fairs in, 244, 261, 274. 

Franchifes of fairs, 1 8, 246, 269. 

Fraternity of St. Thomas 
Bccket, 38. 

Free borougli, right of fairs in, 
18. 

Freemen of London attending 
fairs, 34, 36. 

Gaining prohibited at Stur- 
bridge fair, 156. 

Garlick-row, Sturbridge fair, 
157- 

Genoefe commerce, 8, 9, 10, 
296. 

merchants at Sturbridge 

fair, 161. 

Germany, early fairs, in, 7, 

Goal delivery in Sturbridge 
fair, 1 18. 

Golden crowns of the fun, 269. 

Greece, origin of fairs in, 3, 

Greek church, fcllivals of the, 

Guibray (France), fair of, 266. 

Gunning, Henry, " Remini- 
fccnces of Cambridge,” 148, 

Hackney coaches in Sturbridge 
fair, 1 1 7, 126, 140, 142. 
Hand and Shears,” tailors at 
the, 204, 211. 

Hangman hanged in Smith field, 
1 84. 


Hanfe Towns trading at Stur- 
bridge' fair, 161. 

.Hanfeatic League, 23. 

Helfton (Cornwall), fair at, 13. 

Heretics burned in Smithficld, 
179. 

Hertford, claimed exemption 
from tolls, 70. 

Hillorical fhirt, 203. 

Honeys furvey of Bartholomew 
Tair, 236. 

Hone, account of Sturbridge 
fair, 149. ^ 

Hops at Sturbridge fair, 137, 
139>H3- • 

right of weighing at S/ur- 

bridge, 125. 

Horners' 'Company, right of 
fcarch, 66. 

Horfe-bread at fairs, 84. 

Horfe fairs, 43. 

fair, Sturbridge, 152, 157. 

— and cattle fairs of France, 
282. 

dealers in French fairs, 

247, 250. 

fairs of RulTia, 285, 307. 

Hofpital for lepers, fair for, 55, 

fioflilitics fufpended during 
fairs, 4. 

Houfehold ffores bought at fairs, 

63. 

Idle games prohibited, 114. 

Ill fame, arreft of perfons of, 
78, 155, 156. 

Indulgences fold at fairs, 6. 

Initiation at Sturbridge fair, 
145. 

Inquiries into grants of fairs, 

16. 

Inquiiitions as to fairs, 17, 54. 

Infpeflors of fairs (France), 248, 
273 - 
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International reciprocity, 21. 

Intoxicating liquors at fairs, 53. 

Ironmonger’s row, Sturbridge 
fair, 153. 

Ironware at fairs, 298. 

Ireland, fairs in, 51, S 2 * 

Italy, fairs in, 6. 

Jew traders, 7. 

Jews at the fair of Paris, 275. 

Jitomir (Ruflia), fair of, 286. 

Jonfon, Ben, “ Bartholomew 
fair,” 195. ^ 

KarkolF (Ruflia), ^air of, 286. 

Kafati (Ruflia), fair of, 286. 

Keeper of the fair, 24. 

Kenfington, [jord, and Bartho- 
lomew fair, 205, 240. 

Kiakhta (Ruflia>), fair of, 301, 
308. 

‘‘King’s beam,” 113. 

King’s jefter, or court fool, 165. 

King's market, Smithficld, 166. 

Korennaya (Ruflia), fair of, 
287. 

Kremenchuk (Ruflia), fair of, 
287, 

Kurlk (Ruflia), fair of, 287. 

Land tax in Sturbridge fair, 

Lapland, fairs in, 28. 

Laws relating to fairs amended, 
52 - 

Leather, fale of, at Bartholomew 
fair, 167. 

Lendit fair (Paris), 275. 

Lifter’s “ Travels ” quoted, 
279. 

Locke, John, at Bartholomew 
fair, 208. 

Lombard exchange at Stur- 
bridge fair, 16 1. 
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Lombard merchants, 272. 

London, growth of, 185. 

London merchants attending 
fairs, 34. 

London merchants attend the 
fairs of France, 257. 

London theatres clofed during 
Bartholomew fair, 219, 224. 

Lord of the fair, 166. 

“Lord of the taps,” 123. 

Lord Mayor, fatal accident to, 
212. 

Lotteries in Bartholomew fair, 
219. 

Lynn, port of, and Sturbridge 
fair, 160. 

Lyons, fairs of, 76, 93, 266, 270. 

Magna Charta, privileges as to 
fairs, 20. 

Maidftone fair prohibited, 126, 

Maimatchin (Ruflia), fair of, 
308. 

Makariev, fair of, 287, 292. 

Manors, fairs granted to Lords 
of, 18. 

Markets of the Romans, 27. 

Mayor’s houfc at Sturbridge 
fair, 123. 

Meafures at Bartholomew fair, 
191. 

Meafures tefted at fairs, 83, 85. 

Mecklenberg, fale of flaves at, 
10. 

Menageries, 280. 

Menagerie, firft travelling, at 
Bartholomew fair, 222. 

Merchant Adventurers, Com- 
pany of, 36. 

Merchants attending fairs in 
England, 19, 20. 

Merchant Taylors’ right of 
fearch, 193. 

Mefl'cn, German defignation for 
fairs, 2. 
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Metropolitan Police Diftri£l, 
fairs in, 49, 51. 

Michells' “ Hand-book of 
Ruflia,” 303. 

Miracle plays, 179. 

MilTa, Latin delignation for 
fair, 2. 

Monailerics, difTolution of, 1 80. 

Mont Cafel, fair of, 8. 

Montcly, fair of, 283. 

Montrichard (France), fair of, 
270. 

Mount Calvary, fair on, 3. 

MouraviefF^s tolly, 293. 

Nangis, fair of, 283. 

New Bartholomew fair, 241. 

Ncwcallle-upon-Tyne, fair at. 

Night-watch at Sturbridge fair, 

88 . 

Nijni Novgorod, fair of, 163, 
284, 291, 306. 

trade at, 303. 

Nivet (France), fair of, 283. 

Nogen t-fur-Scine (France), fair 
of, 283. 

Normans, fairs largely intro- 
duced by, 14. 

North of Europe, fairs in, 10. 

Northampton claimed freedom 
from tolls, 70. 

Northumberland, fairs in, 13. 

Notaries at fairs, 272. 

Nottingham, fair at, 35. 

Olcarius, travels of, 293. 

Olympian games, 3, 27. 

Onion fair of Notre Dame, 
282. 

Orel (Ruffia), fair of, 288. 

Owen Lewy, clown at Stur- 
bridge fair, 1 50. 

Owners of fairs, 53. 

Oxford, fair at, 35, 66. 


Oyflers at Sturbridge fair, 144, 
152. 

Paris, fairs of, 275. 

PafTport fyftem at fairs, 305. 

Paving the llrcets, 194. 

Payments at fairs, 267. 

Parchment fold at fairs, 277. 

Pepys on Bartholomew fair, 207, 
209. 

Pewterers* Company, right of 
fearch, 89. 

Philips, W.,^aftor, &:c., 214. 

Piepowder, courts of, 6, 26, 28, 
29, 30, 91, •142. 

Piepowder court at Sturbridge 
fair, 152, 159. 

Plague, 4*4, 46, 101, 1 14, 1 1 8, 
119, 121, 124. 

Plague in London, 174, 186, 
190, 197, 208. 

Political ailufions at Bartholo- 
mew fair, 214. 

Political pamphlets, 200. 

Poltava (Ruifia), fair of, 289. 

Pope, merchandife of the, 22 
(note). 

Pork fair of Paris, 282. 

Preaching at Sturbridge fair, 
123, 130. 

Prefeription, fairs held by, 15, 
16, 17. 

Prince of Wales at Bartholomew 
fair, 227. 

Printed matter, fale of, at fairs, 

46. 

Priory of Bartholomew, 164, 
169, 173. 

Privilege of fairs, 16, 

Proceflion to proclaim Stur- 
bridge fair, 132. 

Proclamation of fairs, 33, 79. 

Proftors’ booth in Sturbridge 
fair, n7. 

Proximity of fairs, 16. 
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Puritans, the, and Bartholomew 
fair, 202. 

Queen Elizabeth, rejoicings on 
birth of, 73. 

Rahcre, founder of St. Bartho- 
lomew fair, 165. 

almoners, 166. 

Rattlcfnakes at Bartholomew 
fair, 225. 

Regulations for markets and 
fairs, 50. ^ 

Religious petticoat, 203. 

Reliridling dealing in fairs, 41. 

Rclloj-ation, the, and Bartho- 
lomew, 206. 

Retail dealings prohibited, 43. 

Rheims, fair of* 270. 

Rich, Lord, and Bartholomew 
fair, 184, 188. 

Riga, fair of, 289. 

Rival fairs, 16. 

Robberies in fairs, 40, 1 84. 

Robbery at Caen fair, 265. » 

Rogers, E. Thorold, on Stur- 
bridge fair, 160. 

Rome, fairs of, 5. 

Roman fairs in England, 13. 

Roman markets, 27. 

Roftof (RulTia), fair of, 290. 

Rouen, fairs of, 270. 

Royal grant, fairs originated by, 
15 , *7- 

RulTia, fairs of, 284. 

fmaller fairs of, 307. 

— Afiatic fairs in, 308. 

St, Denis, fair of, 275. 

St. Germain, fair of, 278. 

St. Lawrence, fair of, 280. 

Sr. Ovide, fair of, 281. 

Salandcr, Dr. Tobias, in St. 
Bartholomew fair, 189. 

Saliftury, fair at, 35, 66. 
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Sanitary arrangements at Nijni 
fair, 306. 

Schifmatical congregations pro- 
hibited, 143. 

Seal of fairs, 24, 248. 

Search for defedivc cloth, 193. 

Selling after clofc of fair, pe- 
nalty, 33. 

Setting of willows, loi. 

Ships of merchants coming to 
fairs, 20. 

Shoemaker row, Sturbridge 
fair, 153. 

Shops at Sturbridge fair, 151. 

Sifmondi quoted, 272. 

Skinners* Company, and Stur- 
bridge fair, 1 1 7. 

Slaves, Tale of, in fairs of Europe, 
3 (note), 70. 

Slaves fold in Smiihfield, 1 79. 

Slaves at St. Denis fair, 275. 

Smithfield, originally Smooth- 
field, 165, 

Smithfield, llagc entertainment 
on, 220. 

Southwark (Our Lady) fair, 197. 

Stage plays, 49, 50, 1 28, 1 44, 1 9 y 

Stage plays, adl againft, 201. 

Stage plays prohibited at Bar- 
tholomew fair, 2 1 7, 229, 232. 

Stars of London theatres ading 
at Bartholomew fair, 224. 

Statute of Glouceller, inquiries 
under, 17. 

Storm at Sturbridge fair (1741), 

H3, H7- 

Strolling player, life of, 226. 

Sturbridge chapel, 59. 

Sturbridge fair, 2 1 . 

hillory of, 54. 

impeached, 75. 

new charter, 92, 106. 

Dc Foe’s defeription of, 

133 - 

plan of, 147. 
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Sturbridge fair, merchandife 
at, 149. 

money taken at, 1 52. 

— ■ laft time called by*uni- 
verfity, 154. 

proclamation by univer- 

fity, 154. 

proclamation by town, 

158. 

Sunday fairs, 34. 

Sunday trading prohibited, 156, 
192. 

Supplies purchafed at fairs, 
103. 

Sufpefted people to be arrefted, 

99 - 

Tallow, fale of, 72. 

Theatrical performances, 49. 

Thermopylse, fairs of, 4. 

Tolls of fairs, 15, 21 (note), 65, 

69, 94. 

Tolls, Bartholomew fair, 169, 
176, 180, 205, 209, 230, 
240, 241. 

Torhout, fair of, 8. 

Toulon, fair of, 271. 

Trefpafs at Sturbridge fair, 

H3. 

Tribunals of commerce, 28. 

Troy weight, 272. 

Troyes, fairs of, 7, 271. 

Tunbridge ware at Sturbridge 
fair, 1 54. 

Tufean merchants, 272. 

Tyre, fairs of, 4. 

Tyfon, Rev. Michael, 146. 

Univerfities, rights of, referved, 

43 - 


Venetian merchants at Stur- 
bridge iair, 161. 

Victuals, meafures for fale of, to 
be fealed, 1 56. 

Voronej, fair of, 290. 

Walden claimed freedom from 
tolls, 70. 

Wales, fairs in, 18, 39. 

Wallace executed in Smithficld, 
171. 

Wallace’s “ Ruffia ” quoted, 
306. 

Warden of the fair, 249. 

Wardens of the privileges, 247. 

Weights for fairs, 25. 

Weighing goods at Sturbridge 
fair, r45. 

Weights in Bartholomew fair, 
191. 

Weftminfter, ftatutc of, 23. 

Wine at fairs, price fixed, 83, 
156. 

Wines at Bordeaux fair, 264. 

Winter fair, Ruffia, 307. 

Wood at fairs to be good, 86. 

Wooden ware, Sturbridge, 157. 

Wool at Sturbridge fair, 139, 
162. 

Woollen goods at fairs, 278. 

Women, “ unhoneft,” excluded 
from Sturbridge fair, 155, 
156. 

Wreftling matches in Bartholo- 
mew ^ir, 198. 

Yekateringburg (Ruffia), fair 
of, 310. 

Zytormiers (Ruffia), fair of, 
286. 
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A BALLADE OF THE SCOTTYSSHE KYNGE. 
Written by John Skelton, Poet Laureate to King Henry 8ih. 

Reproduced in Facfimile, — With an Hiftorical and Bibliographical 
Introdudion by John Ashton. 

The Ballade op the Scottysshe Kynge is the carlieft known printed 
Englifh ballad ; it was difeovered under curious and interelling circum- 
ftances, whicl^are narrated in detail in the Introduction, and is here 
very carefully faefimiled, A limited number of copies were illucd in a 
tafteful form Jbr thofe collectors of ballads and connoilfcurs of early printing 
who defire to poflcfs the work in the neareft /hape to its original form. 

• It is accompanied by an Hiftorical and Bibliographical Introduction, 
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Notes iloAi Contemporary Hiilory, elucidating the events of the Ballad, 
and other information intcrefting to the Antiquary and the Bibliographer. 

I 
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A NOBLE BOKE OF COOKRY 

a Prynce houffolde or eny other eftately houJfolJe. 

Reprinted Verbatim from a rare MS. in the Holkham Collection. With an 
Introduction by Mrs, Napier. This very curious and interefting work 
a reproduction of a fourteenth century cookery book, containing 
numerous recipes for dilhes which were in common ule at that period, 
many of which are now obfolete ; others are evidently the early counter- 
parts of made dilhes of the prcl'cnt day. The work alfo furnilhes a 
number of menus of great contemporary feails, which throw much frefh 
light on the domellic habits of our anceftors. 

Printed on rough Handmade Paper fmilar to that of the original^ and bound in 
handfome contemporary wllum binding, zr. 

A FACSIMILE OF 

THE BOKE OF ST. ALBAN’S. 

By Dame Juliana Berners. 

Containing the Treatilcs on Hawking, Hunting, and Heraldry. 

Printed at St. Alban's, by the Schoolmafter- Printer, in i486. With an In- 
troduction by William Blades, Author of the ‘ Life and Typography 
of Caxton.’ This facfimile is faithfully reproduced by photography. 
The intereit and value of this reproduction are greatly enhanced by Mr, 
Blades' Preface, which treats at length, in feparate chapters, of the 
Authorfhip, Typography, Bibliography, SubjcCt*mattcr, and Philology 
of the Work. 



Printed on Handmade Paper of tie fame teeeture and tohnr at that tn wiici tie 
firfi edtthn apfeared, and tie tindhg of amten^eraneaa pattern en veUnm, 1 8i. 

THE TREATYSE OF FYSSHYNGE WYTH AN 
ANGLE. 

By Dame Juliana Bejiners. 

With an Introduction by Rev. M. G. Watkins. 

A Facfimile Reproduction of the Firft Edition, printed by Wynkyn de 
Worde, at Wefttninfter, in 1496. The prefent Facfimile is reproduced 
from a copy of the original edition in the Britifli Muleum, by means of 
photography, and confequently renders every peculiarity of the original 
in faithful detail ; the rude illuftrations which adorned the firft edition 
of this * lytyll plaunflet,* are here given in all their quaint roughnefs. 

Sound in cloth^ with beautiful defgn in goldn 1 5 r. 

SONNETS OF THREE CENT^JRIES. 

A Reprefentative Collection of the belt Eil^lifti Sonnets 
from Spenfer to the Prefent Day. 

Embodying many Inedited and hitherto Unpublifhed examples. The whole 
arranged Chronologically, and accompanied by illuftrativc Notes and a 
copious Hiftorical and Bibliographical Introduction, by T. IIall Caine. 

• 

In large fifie, tafiefuUy printed, and iandfomely beund in jdntijm Jlyle. lit. 6 d, 

THE ABBEY OF WALTHAM HOLY CROSS: 

Its Hiftory and Architecture, by Edward H. Buckler. 

Illuftrated by Twenty Drawings, which have been made fpccially for this 
work, by the Author, taken from interefting points of obiervation, 
which have not hitherto been Telexed. 

Only 1 50 copies have been printed^ and very few are nviv left for Subferibers, 


Small 4^0, printed on Antique Paper ^ in ancient binding. I Os. Sd, 

A few Large Paper copies in Antique binding are lefty and are charged at l^s, 

MILTON’S PARADISE LOST. 

A Facfimile Reproduction of the Firft Edition of 1667. . 

With an Introduction by David Masson, M.A,, BL.D., Author of the 
* Life of Milton,' &c. 

On Antique Paper, and bound in imitation panelled calf ys, 6 d, 

On Handmade Paper, bound in Roxburgh, with gilt top. gs, 

CHAPTERS IN THE HISTORY OF OLD ST; PAUL’S. 

By the Rev. Dr. W. Sparrow Simpson, F.S.A., Minor 
Canon of St. Paul’s, one of the Hon. Librarians 
of the Archbiihop of Canterbury. 

Wjth Two liluftrations, and a Facfimile from a Manufeript of the Twelfth 
Century written in the Scriptorium of the Cathedral. 
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